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MISGELLAIIES 



A FRIENDLY VISIT 



HOUSE OF MOURNING. 



In THE Bat or Adtsbsitt Covsideil, . , . Eeel vii. 14. 

Many are the sayings of the Wise, 

In ancient and in modern books enndl^d, 

BxtoUing Patience — 

But tO'th* afflicted in his pangs their 'sooni 

Little (vevails : or rather seems a tune 

Harsh, and of dissonant mood from his complahit, 

Unless he feels within 

8<Mne source of consolation flrom abore ; 

Secret reflreshings that repair his strengtii. 

And Minting spirits uphold. MUtm, 

Your present affliction, my dear friend, demands 
something more than tlie usual forms o& condolence. 
Sorrow, which, like yours, cannot be pevented, may 
yet be alleviated and improved. This is my design in 
addressing you; and, if I seem to intrude upon your re- 
tirement, let ray motive be my apology. Having felt 
how much " better it is to go to the house of mourning 
than to the house of feasting," (Eccl. vii. 2) ; having 
received my best Lessons^ Companions^ and eveu 
Comforts, in it; I would administer from my litde 
^ock of experience: and, while I thus endeavour to 
assist your meditations, shall rejoice if I may contribute, 
though but a mite, to your comifort. 
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4 MISC£LL4KtES. 

WerB I, indeed, acquainted with the peculiar circum- 
stances of your loss, I should employ particular consid- 
erations. Bat my present address can have only a 
general aim: which is to acquaint the heart, at a 
favourable moment, with its grand concerns ; to give it 
a serious impression, when softened^ find a heavenly 
direction, when moved. Let us, therefore, sit down 
humbly together in this House of Mourning. If " the 
heart of the wise be found '* here, (Eccl. vii. 4) your ex- 
perience, 1 hope, will prove that here also it is formed : 
— ^and let us calmly contemplate some momentous Ob- 
jects intimately connected with it, and viewed with pe- 
culiar advantage from it. 

Our god is the first of these objects : with Him we 
seldom form any close acquaintance till we meet him 
in trouble. He con^mands silence now, that He may 
be heard ; and removes intervening objects, that He 
may be seen. A Sovereign Disposer appears, who, 
as " Lord of all," hath only resumed what he lent ; 
whose will is the law of his creatures, and who express- 
ly declares his will in the present affliction. We should 
seriously consider that all allowed repugnance to the de- 
terminations of his government, however made known 
to us, is sin; and that every wish to alter the appoint- 
ments of his wisdom, is folly : — " we know not what 
we ask." When God discovers himself in any matter, 
they, who know him, " will keep silence before him :" 
Hab. ii. 20. <' Shall he that contendeth with the Al- 
mighty instruct him ?" How just was the reply ! 
" Behold I am vile ! what sh&U I answer thee 1 I will 
lay my hand upon my mouth :" Job xl. 2, 4. 

This silent submission under trying dispensations, is 
variously exemplified, as well as inculcated in the 
Scriptures. An awful instance of sin and sorrow oc- 
curs in the family of Aaron: his sons disregarded a 
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* VISIT TO T»E HOUSE Of» MOURNING. 6 

divine appbintment, and " there went oat fire from the 
Lord und devoured them ; but Aaron held hie peace :" 
Lev. X. 2, 3. — Blij in^ similar circumstances, silenced - 
his heart with this single bttt sufficient consideration, 
"It is the Lord:" 1 Sam. iii. 18.— David, under a 
stroke which he declaresr consumed him, observes, " I 
was dumb, I opened not liiy mouth, becausi thou didst 
it :" Ps. xxxix. 9.— And Job, wheq stript of eVety com- 
fort, blessed the name, of him wlfo took away^ as well 
as gave : Job, i. 21, — Whatever be the nature of your 
calamity, may it be attended with such an humble and 
child- like spirit as these holy rnen possessed ! 

But the Sovereign Disposer is also the Compassion- 
ate Father. Among other instances of. his tender 
ness, you may have observed the peculiar supports 
which he affords under peculiar trmls. Let us mark 
and acknowledge the hand, which mingles mercy with 
judgment, and alleviation with distress. The parentfli 
I have just mentioned lost their children ubder circum- 
stances &r more distressing than yours. The denre^of 
your eyes (if not the idol of your heart) was, perhlips, 
almost a stranger : you strove bard to detain it, but Ift, 
wha took the young children, into his arms and blessed 
them, took yours ; and, taking it, seemed to say, 
*' ' What I do thou knowest not niaw, but thou shalt 
know hereafter:' (John.xiii. 7.) Piatiently ' suffer this 
little one to come unto me, for of such is my kingdom^ 
composed : (Matt. xix. 14.) * Verily I say unto you, 
that in heayen their angels do always behqld the face 
of my father !' (Matt, xviii. 10.) If I take away your 
child, I take it to myself. Is not this infinitely beyond 
any thing you could do for it ? Could you say to it, if 
it had lived. Thou shalt * weep no more : the days of 
thy mourning are ended?' (Isa. xxx. 19.) Could you 
show it any thing in this world like the glory of God, 
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6 MISCELLANIES. 

and of the lamb ?' (Rev. xxii. 3.) Could you raise it to 
any hooour here like *recei\ing a crown of life?'" 
James i. 12. 

The voice of a * Father of mercies and a God of all 
comfort,' (2 Cor. i. 3,] speaks as distinctly in the death 
as in the birth of an infant. A ' voice was heard in 
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping: Rachel, 
weeping for her children, refused to be comforted, be- 
cause they were not Thgs saith the Lord, Refrain 
thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears, for 
there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy chil- 
dren shall come again to their own border :' Jer. xxxi. 
15, 16. ^It is not the will of your heavenly Father 
that one of these little ones sfaoiild perish:' Matt 
xviii. 14. 

It is a pious friend that has just yielded up his 
breath? The same voice seems to say, "Turn from 
him :" or, rather, " Turn from his * clay,' bis faded gar- 
ment.' — * He himself ' is taken from the evil to come : 
he is entered into peace :' " Isa. Ivii. 1, 2. - 

When the able Minister, the exemplary Parent, or 
the faithful Partner depart, a consternation often seizes 
the circles which they blessed. We are so stunned by 
the sudden blow, or so bccupied with the distressing cir- 
cumstances, that we scarcely can hear God saying, 
" * Pear not, I, even I, am he that comforteth you :' 
Isa. li. 12. I, your Father, am yet alive. I gave you 
your departed friend. I sent every benefit which was 
conveyed through him. Trust me for blessings yet in ^ 
store. Trust me with him, and with yourselves." 

Whatever notions one who lives * without God in the 
"World' may form of dying, We should learn from his 
word to regard the departure of the just merely as a 
Translation; — a change, in w^hich nothing is lost 
which is really valuable. As surely as we < believe 
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VISIT TO THE HOtfSE OF MOUHNINO. 7 

that Jesus died and rose again,' so surely do we believe 
that ^ them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him:' 1 Thess. iv. 14 Taught of God, we 
shpuld view Losses, Sickdessy Pain and Death, but as 
the several trying stages by which a good man, like 
Joseph, is conducted from a Tent to a Court : — Sin, 
his disorder ; Christ, his physician ; Patn, his medi- 
cine; the BibliB^ his support j,. the Grave, hk bed ; and 
Death itself, an Angel, expressly sent to release the 
worn-out Labourer, or crown the faithful Soldier^ ' I 
heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Wrile, 
blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from h^ice* 
forth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours; and their worka*^ follow them:' Rev. 
xiv. 13. 

But, admitting the state of your departed friend to be 
doubtful, yet, in all cases that are really so, let us culti« 
vate honourabb thoughts of God : let us remember the 
Faithfitl Creator. Righteousness is his throne, 
though clouds surround it. . Whatever he ha& left ob- 
scure, we may safely leave him to exfiJain. Let ud 
recollect .thalt, amidst innumerable obscurities, he hath 
made things clear in proportion as they are important : 
and therefore repeatedly urges it upon our conscienc^es, 
that the door is still open to us ; — ^that it is awful to 
stand before it tmresolved ; — that we must trust him 
to-day ; and that to-morrow he wijl equally remove our 
conjectures and our cooiplalnts. 

Perhaps you are ready to reply, "*I have heard 
many such things :' and ^ I also 6ould speak as you do, 
if your soul were in my soul's stead,' Job xvi. 2, 4 : 
but my heart and my expectations are so crushed by 
this blow, that I can hear nothing but * Thy bruise is 
incurable, and thy wound grievous : thou hast no heal- 
ing medicines :' " Jer. xxx. 12, 13. 
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8 MISCELLANIES. 

Beware, however, of falling into their sin who ' lim- 
ited the Holy One of Israel:' Ps. Ixxviii, 41. There 
is a charge continually brought against man, that^ in 
his troubles, the Source and the Resource are equally 
forgotten. ^ Though affliction cometh not foith of the 
dust;' yH 'none saith where is God my Maker, who 
giveth Songs in the night V Job v. 6 ; xxx.. 10. En- 
deavour, then, in extremities, to recollect an All-suffi- 
cient Friend — --a very present Help in trouble. 
He, at least, may add, (as he does in the passage just 
alluded to) ' I will restore health unto thee, and I will 
heal thee of thy wounds : saith the I^ord.' Cannot the 
voice which rebuked a tempestuous sea calm our troub- 
led spirits? Is his hand shortened at all, that he cannot 
' bless our latter end,' like Job's, ' more than the be^ 
ginning'?' Job xlii. 12. Is it not the Lord, 'that 
maketh poor and maketh rich ; that bringeth low and 
liftethup?' 1 Sam. ii. 7. Many, whose hearts have 
been desolate like yours, while they have looked -aroundy 
have at length Mooked upward un|o Him and been 
lightened:' Ps. xxxiv. 5. A single promise has af- 
forded them not only relief, but strong consolation. 

Let us, therefore, my dear friend, * turn again to this 
strong'-hold as prisoners of hope. Even to-day can he 
render double to us:' Zech. ix, 12. Let us look to 
Abraham^ s God, and his encouragement is ours : 
'Fear not: I am God Almighty:' Gen. xvii. 1. 
q. d. ^' I am all-sufficient in ail cases. I am enough ; 
* and able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
you ask or think :' Eph. iii. 20. I have taken away 
thy Gourd, but dost thou well to be angry? Have I 
left nothing for thankfulness? This World, however, 
copnot be yoqr home, nor its objects your cofisolation : 
they are all too poor for the soul of man. * Look unto 
~ me and be saved:' tsa. xlv. 28. 'Acquaint thyself 
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VISIT TO THE HOUSE OP MOURNINa. 9 

with Me and be at peace :' Job xxii. 21. ' Fdlow 
Me and you shall not walk in darkness, but have the 
light of life:' John yiii. 12. However dark and dis- 
tressing the present state of things niay appear, 'com^ 
mil thy fatherless children to my care, I will preserve 
them alive; and let the widows trust in Me:'^' Jen 
xlix- 11. 

Still, the beloved object is gone, and yonr heart fol- 
lows it. You can scarcely receive counsel from infinite 
Wisdom, or comfort from Omnipotence. To every 
fresh encouragement you are ready to reply, * Wilt thou 
show wonders to the dead 1 Shall the dead arise and 
praise thee ? Shall thy loving kindness be declared in 
the grave, or thy faithfulness > in destruction 7 Ps. 
Ixxxviii. 10, 11. Hia. word repeatedly assures you they 
shall ; and that ' all that are in the graves shall bear 
his voice:' John v. 28. But it informs you also, that 
he can do abundantly more for the living than merely 
restore their dead friends, or revive their fainting spirits : 
it teaches you that He can sanctify the separation ; 
that he can give a divine life to the survivor, 'though 
dead in trespasses and sins,' Eph. ii. 1, and inseptirably 
unite both in his kingdom. — If the Comforter could 
make up for the loss of ChrisVs bodily presence ; yea^ 
make it even < expedient that he slH>uId go away,' 
John xvi. 7 ; how much more can he supply the place 
of every creature ! 

May this Comforter, writing h\a word in your 
mind, help you to say with a c<Hifidence highly hon- 
ourable to himself and his Gospel, "My perishing 
gourd is, indeed, withered a day beibre I expected it : 
my broken reed is gone ; but God is left, — ' a father to 
the fatherless,— a husband to the widow:' P$. Ixviii. 
6. 'And now. Lord, what wail I for? truly my hope 
is in thee ? Ps. xxxix. 7. Thoii canst give me • in thy 
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hoiue, a place and a name better than of sons and of 
daughters,' even ' an everlasting name, which shall not 
be cut off:' Isa. Ivi. 6. And, thererore, 'though the fig- 
tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vine, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God op 
MY Salvation :'" Hab. iii. 17, 18.^ 

Once more: let us endeavour, at such seasons as 
these, to recognize a Gracious Monitor. Whenever 
the Lord strikes he speaks. Let us listep, at such a 
time as this, with humble attention ; yet with^holy con- 
fidence ; for it is the voice of a Friend,—-^ wonderful 
Counsellor. Let us, with the prophet, resolve to as- 
cend the tower of observation, and observe ' what he 
will say unto us, and what we shall answer when we 
are reproved.' If, with him, we thus watch our dispensa- 
tion, 'at the end,' like his, ' it shall speak:' Hab. ii, 1 — 3. 
, GM is continually raising up witnesses, and sending 
them in his name to ' sound the alarm ' in ^ Zion :' Joel 
ii. 1. He charge theni to admonish the wise, as well 
as the foolish Virgin, to beware of slumbering, since the 
bridegroom is at hand : and when one is called away, 
to cry to those that remain, 'Be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh :' 
Matth. xxiv. 44. Some, indeed, like the sons of Lot, 
desperately scorn Uie admonition, and treat it as the 
fear of dotage : Gen. xix. 14. Some, like those in the 
Acts, ' are in doubt, saying one to another, What mean- 
eth^his? and others mocking reply. These men are 
fullof new wine:' Acts ii. 12, 13. But Truth, like 
a rqck furiously assaulted, biit unshaken, remains to 
scorn its scorners : and, while the witnesses continue to 
bear a fiiithful and consistent testimony, Godj sooner, or 
later, appears in vindication (rf* their integrity and of his 
own word. Entering a careless family,, he smites the 
firstrborn \ and cus one that will be beard, calls aloud, 
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' Awake thou that sleepest ; arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee li^t :' Eph. v. 14. 

And is it not, my afflicted friend, an infinite mercy, 
if, by any means^ God will enter with such a light 1 
that he will rouse sueh a sleeper 7 that, by his minister 
Deaths he will arrest the attention of him who haa 
slighted every other, minister ? What patience ! what 
long suffering,! to take such an one apart; bring him, 
from ndise and occupation, into ^e secret and olent 
chamber; speak toliis heart ; and seal the most impor- 
tant truths on it, by the most affecting impressions ? b 
k not saying, 'How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? 
How shall I make thee as Admah :' Hosea xL 8. Cer* 
tain it is, that questions, which before only reached the 
ear, often now, like barbed arrows, remain fixed in the 
conscience. Conscience, no longer stifled or amused, dis- 
covers the Contender ; and, trembling before him, cries, 
^ Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised as a bul- 
lock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn thou me and I shall 
be turned, for thou art the L<^d my God :' Jer. xxxi. 18« 

This, I say, is often die case, and should it be real- 
ized in yours, as it has been in that of your present 
Yisitor; i^ instead of flying for relief to every object bnt 
God, you are brought humbly to \m ffset with patient 
submission, serious inquiry, fervent prayer, holy resola** 
tion, and firm reliance: i^ in a word, by the severest 
stroke, the enehof^ment is also broken, your soul 'es- 
caped as a bird out of the snare of the fowler,' Ps. cxxiv. 
7, and returned to its proper rest ; what reason will you 
haye to say, 

^OM we cafl voretehed are a choBen band. 
Afnid my list of bleearngB infinite. 
Stand this the foremost,— < That my heart ha$ hhd,* 
Fer All I ble« The^ •^— Most, int the MfDere; 
Her death, my own at hand 
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But death at hand, as an old writer expresses it, 
should be death in view, and lead us to consider, next. 

Our PROSPECTS from this House of Sorrow, as 
the inhabitants of a present and future world. 

Many suppose that they can best contemplate the 
present world, by frequenting the * House of Mirth ;' 
EccL vii. 4. Their whole deportment, however, shows 
that it makes them much too giddy for serious observa- 
tion : ' having eyes they see not :' Mark viii. 18. 

Look at the deceased, and contemfJate present things. 
His days a hand-breadth : his beauty, consumed like 
the moth'fretten garment : his 'cares and pleasures, a 
dream: bis attainments, as the^a^^: which flourish* 
eth in the morning, and in the evening is cut down 
and withereth : his years, a tale : his strength labour 
and sorrow. So soon is the whole cut off and fiedj 
that we cannot help repeating with the Psalmist, ' Ver- 
ily, every' man, at his ^ best estate, is alt<^ether Vani- 
ty :' Ps. xxxix. and xc. ; but ' a vapour, that appeareth 
for a little while, and then vanishes away :' James iv. 14. 

Few, perhaps, reflect, when they follow a friend to 
his grave, that life itself exhibits little more than a fu- 
neral procession, where friend fallows friend; weeping 
to-day, and wept for to^norrow. While we are talking 
of one, another passes : w^ are alarmed : but behold a 
third ! There b, however, reHef in this very reflection : 
'^ My friend is gone ; but am I weeping, as if I were to 
stay ? Is he sent for in the morning ? in the after- 
noon I shall certainly be called." Inconsolable distress, 
therefore, may ungird our loins, may waste our hours, 
and cause us to make fatal mistakes in the journey, but 
does not bring us forward a single step toward meeting 
our Friends in that state, where present joys and sor** 
rows will ^ recollected only as the dream of a distem 
pered night 
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If, aAer many former admonitions, an ^ Enemy i^iU 
urged us to climb : and, as we ascended, pointed ' to 
th6 kingdoms of the world and the glory of them,^ 
Matt iv. 8; if our hearts have been the dupes of the 
vanishing prospect, and our ears eagerly heard the prth 
posal, ' ^11 these- things will I give thee,' Matt. iv. 9 ; 
let us now hear the voice of a Friend, calling us, 
though in an unexpected way, * to commune with our 
hep^rt and be still:' Ps. iv. 4 ; to know 'at least in this 
our day of visitation, the, things which belong to our 
peace ;' and also what those things are which 'hide them 
from oar eyes :' Luke xix. 42. 

It is at such seasons as these, that we more clearly 
detect the lies of life. It is in the House of Mourning, 
that, what the Scripture calls, lying vanities, lie pecu* 
liarly naked and exposed. Let us here examine what 
so lately dazzled us. What now is the ' purple and fine 
Unen,' Luke xvi. 19, that caught our eye ? What k 
it to fere sumptuously only for a day 7 Who is he that 
cries, 'Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many 
years : take thine ease : eat, drink, and be rnerry V 
Luke xi\. 19. I trust you now feel the deep misery and 
utter ruin of that dying creature,^ who can say nothing 
better to his soul than this. You can scarcely help 
crying out, "What sottishness, what madness this^ in a 
moment so interesting a(s Life ! with a prospect 80<aw- 
fal as eternity !" . 

The truth is, God, speaks variously and incessantly 
to man respecting his prospects both present and future: 
but present things seize bis heart, blind his eyes, stupify 
hi^ conscience, and carry him away captive. NoW 
" a^iction is God speaking louder$" and striving with 
the heart of man: crying, as he has lately in your 
house, 'Ai:ise ^nd depart: this is not your rest: it is 
polluted ;' and| if you peiBist in. attempting to make a 
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rest of it, ' will destroy you with a sore destruction:' Mi- 
cab ii. 10. 

Our plan, indeed, is the very reverse of his. We 
love our native soil, and try to strike our roots deeper 
and deeper into it: firmly fixed in earth, we would 
fain draw our whole life, strength, and nourishment 
from it And here we should not only ' fade as a leaf,^ 
Isa. Iziv. 6 ; but, with ' every tree that beareth not 
good firuit, be hewn down and cast into the fire,' Matt 
iii. 10, did not mercy interpose. 

We seldom, however, discern mercy in its first ap- 
proach. '^ Is it mercy ^^ say you, ^' that tears me up^ 
by the roots? that cuts the fibres of sweetest union? 
Does It prune away the finest branches, nip the love- 
liest buds, and cover the earth with blossoms ?" Yes, 
verily : since the very life of the whole often depends 
upon the removal of a part, Mercy will wound to heal. 
Regard to the tree will strip off its most flourishing 
suckers. The great husbandman will not foil to adopt 
the sharpest means for the improvement of bis choicest 
plants : ' for every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit:' John xv. 2. 
* Though the Lord cause- grief,' yet it is in ^compas- 
sion,' and ' according to the multitude of his mercies ; 
for he doth not afBict wiliinly, nor grieve the children 
of men,' Lam. iii. 32, 33 ; but, soon or late, instructs 
all his children to say, ' I know, O Lord, that thy judg- 
ments are right; and that thou in faithfulness hast 
afflicted me:' Ps. cxix. 76. 

Let not, therefore, the change of the present scene 
discompose, but direct us. It changes, in order to pre- 
sent the only unchangeable one. By dius repding the 
veils which men try to throw over a dying state, and 
discovering tekex* written on every creature, the most ^ 

• t. e. «* wanting,** Dan. v. 517. 
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careless are often so roused, that they seem to awftkB 
and recover themselves : they appear, for a time at 
least, to become mse, to ' understand these things,' and 
seriously to ^consider their latter end :' Deut. jcxxii. 29. 
May this salutary impressi(»i, however, my d^ar friend, 
never be worn from j/our mind ; but lead you habitu- 
ally to look from this feding, to that abiding prospect, 
which is to be found only in the Eternal Wori^d,-— 
and on which it may be necessary here to drop a reflec- 
tion or two. 

I think you must often have remarked, that the ur^- 
gency and bustle of present things, not only raise a cloud 
of dust hpfore our future prospects, but early beget a 
false principle that the present life is the only one. 
You must also have observed, that ten thousand false 
ma:»ms, which daily fly through the world, take their 
rise from this prime falsehood. Whereas, in fact, the 
present life, instead of being the whxde^ is comparative- 
ly nothing r a iStage^ a Porch, a Dream^ a weary 
day's Jdurney, What is thfe drop, to the Ocean be- 
fore us? .What this moment, to Eternity? As a 
Theatre, indeed, in which God exhibits the wonders of 
hw providence and grace ; or as a Stage, on which we 
are to act our parts without any opportunity of repeti- 
tion ; the present state is infinitely grand and import- 
ant: but surely no greater imposition can be put upon 
the Pilgrim, than to persuade him that he is at Home ; 
or to make him forget and drown his eternal interests 
in such a vision of the night as this life ! 

Do you not, my^dear friend, sensibly perceive this? 
While you sit here, does not the cloud break, and the 
mist subside? Have you not already so realized 'a 
better, that is a heavenly country;' Heb. xi. 16, as to 
admire him who pitched only a tent here, Heb. xi. 9, 
but ^teadfasdy looked for 'a city thai hath foundan 
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tionsy' Heb. xi 10. Are you not ready to ^ take hold 
of the skirt of thia Jew,* saying, ' We will go with you, 
for we have heard that God id with you?' Zech. 
viii. 23. 
Seeing this, you only see truths ever exhibited in the 

* Scriptures ; and living principles in all who are ^ taught 
of God,^ John vi. 45 : for he alone can enable us to use 
his own discoveries; and how gracious is he, when he 

' removes any object which might prevent our thus see- 
ing Himsdf, his Kingdom, and his Righteousness ! or 

. the removal of which may prove the occasion of our 
seeking them ! 

Just before the flood, there were doubtless, among 
their * men of renown,' Gen. vi. 4, admired projectors : 
but there appears to have been only one truly wise 
man among them ; one who saw and seriously regard- 
ed his Prospects. And he, ' being warned of God of 
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
Ark for the saving of his house :' Heb. xL 7. Now 
such a man is the Christian. He feels ' the world pass- 
ing away with the lusts thereof, but that he that doeth 
the will of God abideth for ever :' 1 John ii. 15. ^* I 
feel,'^ says he, "that however finely they dress the 
pageant of this world, it 'passeth by,' 1 Cor. vii..3l. 
'J'o a creature like me, going,, hastening, such an Ark 
is worth more than ten thousand dying worlds. Let 
the Gay laugh: ' let the Despisers wonder and perish:' 
Acts xiii. 41 : with such Prospects before me I mu^t 
be serious. He, that cannot lie, has revealed the terrors, 
as well as the glories, of a future state : he speaks ' of a 
worm that dieth not, and a fire that is not quenched,' 
Mark ix. 44, as well as of ' a fullness of joy and pleasures 
for evermore, Ps. xvi. 11. I must not, 1 dare not, shut 
my eyes against these awful realities. I will not sacri- 
fice my soul to a jest; nor miss the single opportunity 
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aiforded me for its salvation. He, that calls for my 
whole heart, is worthy of it : while the things which 
have hitherto engrossed it, though they cannot satisfy^ 
I find can ruin it 'I will therefore^ arise and go to 
my Father,' Luke xv. 18 — to my Saviour, who has 
promised to , ^ cast out none that come unto Him.' 
John vi. 37. Yea, doubtless, I * count all things but 
loss, #that I may be found Jn him,' Phil, iii, 8 9, the 
true ARK, the only refuge, which God has provided 
for perishing sinners." 

Such a man, indeed, is the Christian; but the 
Christian, after ail, is but a Man. In a state like this, 
he needs to be continually reminded of -his own princi- 
ples. Even the wise Virgin slumbers though the Bride- 
groom is at hand. Biit a cry is often made in the 
family, before that which will at midnight awaken the. 
world : one like that in the house of Pharaoh for his 
first-bom ^ or that so lately heard in ymira : a cry 
which, while it rouses the sleeper, and fills his eyes 
with tearaf and his heart with pangs, often produces 
such views of God and of the present and eternal state, 
as all other monitors would have attempted in vain. 

Here, then, my afflicted, but, 1 hope, instructed, 
Friend, let us study the heavenly science of gaining by 
losses^ and rising by depressions. Leaving the wilder- 
ness, like Moses, let us ascend the mount of scriptural 
discovery, and survey a prospect of which his was but 
a shadow. Let us look from vicissitude and desolation, 
to what alone is * incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth 
not away,' 1 Pet. i. 4 : and, in the house of affliction 
and death, let us contemplate a House 'not made with ' 
hands, eternal in the heavens :' 2 Cor. v. 1. How Re- 
freshing) to look from a family bereft of its companions 
and comforts to 'Mount Zion, the pity of the Uving 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem ! to an innumerable com- 

2* 
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pany of angels, and to the general assemUy and church 
of the first-bom which are writt^ in heaven V Heb. 
xii. 22, 23 — the only family, which cannot be divided : 
— the only IrieDctship, which shall not disappoint our 
warmest expectation. 

" Glorious as this prospect is," perhaps you are ready 
to reply, '^I have been long in the habit of viewing it 
very indistioctly. My attention has been so fixed on 
one below, that I live looking ifUo the Grave ^ath^ 
than beyiond it. My spirits are so broken, my heart so 
wounded, and my eyes so dim with watchiug and 
weeping, that I can hardly read what is before me, Xye 
recollect what 1 read. If serious reflection composes me 
for a few moments, I soon relapse, and seem to lose 
sight of every support. I indeed severely feel what you 
say concerning the present life, but I view the glories 
of the future Uke a starving creature, who, looking 
through the gate of the wealthy, surveys a plenty which 
but increases his anguish." 

There is, however, this difference, at least, between 
your cases : the plenty which ytm see is yours, if you 
are really willing to accept it You never received a 
giU so freely bestowed or so st|itied to your necessity, as 
that 'Gift of God,' which is -'eternal hfe through Jesna 
Christ:' Rom. vi. 23. 

In order to view this more distinctly, let us consider 
the sufficiency of . 

Our PROVISIONS— For 'Wisdom hath built her 
house, she bath killed hejr beasts^ she hath mingled her 
wine, and furnished her table. She also crieth upon 
the highest places of the ci|y. Whoso is simple let him 
turn in hither, and to him that wanteth understanding 
she saith, Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
whfch I have mingled : — ^forsake the foplish, and live :' 
Prov. ix. 1-^. 
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Man; indeed, is daily reminded by the Thorns at his 
feet, by the Sweat of bis broW, and by the Dust to 
which he is returning, that his paradise is hst :* but 
paradise regained is considered rather as a mere idea : 
a subject for Poetry. That book, however, ^hicb I 
hope you have chosen as your best companion, in the 
bouse of mourning, like the visicm of Jacob, not only 
shows the heavens opened, but discovers a gracious me-: 
dium of eommunication and intercourse, as it were ^ a 
ladder let down from h^ven to earth :'t a medium so 
suited to the state of man, that the weakest and vilest, 
who is humble enough to take hold of it sis God's ordi- 
nance, advance a step at a time, and call i(X strength 
to proceed, may climb by it from^Earth to Heaven, t 

Are you, ray dear friend, among the number of those, 
who stand before God not only as strippiedof their aym- 
forts^ but humbled under, sin as the cause of all the 
desolations with which our fallen state abounds? Open 
your book at the Lxist chapter of Isaiah. You will 
th^e perceive that most precious privilege, paradise re- 
stored: the Creator descending to the condition and 
wants of the creature^ and once more holding commu- 
nion with him. To the broken-kearted^ the captive^ 
and the mmimer,ia here shown. One n^ighty to skve 
and to relieve. Anif that such should not mistake their 
friend, our Lord, when he stood up in the synagogue to 
read, selected this passage: and, having read it, closed 
the book with saying, ' This day is this scripture fulfill- 
ed in your ears:' Luke iv. 21. "I am," as if he had 
said, ^ this Deliverer and ' Desire of nations, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Blessed are they that 
mourn, for they shall be comforted : blessed are ye that 
hunger now ; for ye dhall l)e filled ; blessed are ye that 

» GeiL iiL 18, 19. t Gen. xrviB. 13. ^ • 

X Compare Gen. zjcviil with John i. 51. 
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weep now ; for ye shall laugh :' " Hag. ii. 7. Heb xiiL 
a Matt. V. 4. Luke vL 21. 

I scarcely need observe, that, in an address like this, 
(a bow drawn at a venture,) formal statements ai the > 
different topics would be improper; and therefore, I 
shall not attempt to describe, in their order, the various 
Provisions comprehended in that scheme of redemption^ 
usually termed the Gospel. It may be necessary, how^ 
ever, to remark, that the whole is a proposal to the bro- 
ken heart ; answering all its objections, and meeting 
all its wants : and that such a proposal will be cordial- 
ly received, only in proportion as this disposition prevails. 

As it is the Siek who best knows how to value a 
physician, the Debtor a surety, and the CrmtnoZ a 
pardon ; so it is the awakened conscience alone, which 
will embrace a constitution calculated to humble the 
pridey and. mortify the eorrupiionsy as well as relieve 
the wants of man. ^ If without shedding of blood there 
can be no remission,' Heb. ix. 22 ; he, who is earnest 
to obtain it, will, rejoice to find it though on the ao 
cursed tree :' and, however the ' preaching of this cross ' 
shall be esteemed ' foolishness among them that perish,' 
1 Cor. i. 18 ; such an one will not only rejoice in the 
provision, but magnify the means. * God forbid thdt I 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christy 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world:' Gal. vL 14. . 

Our Lord represents the blessings of his kingdom un- 
der the parable of a magnificent feast, which a ' tCihg 
made for the marriage of his Son :' but pdbts out the 
ruin of the world in its .indisposition to accept his gra- 
cious proposal^ w^en 'all things were ready,' and invi- 
tations repeatedly sent. * They made light of it,' and 
went ' their ways L' However diifTerent their pursuits, 
they all agreed to reject the invitation. They began 
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with one ccnsmt to make excqse: some urged rea80ii% 
and some abused the m^sengers: Matt. xxii. 1 — 6^ 
But what is this, more than the history of hum^n na- 
ture in every age? . 

Let U9, however, 'my dear friend, never forget that the 
gate lately mentioned, though strait, is openj and that 
only unbelief and indisposition stand without. Christ 
Jias declared ihat all things are ready : may his gra- 
cious influence, accompanying this humbling providence, 
jfbrno in you a spiritqsd taste for them ! Certain I am, 
that whenever this is attained, his n^me will be 'as 
ointment 'poured forth ;' Cant. i. 3. It will give a sa- 
vour even to obsolete poetry : 

Christ is a path— if any be misled : - 
. ^ He is a robe~i4f any naked be.: 

If any chance to hanger — ^he is bread: 

If any be a bondman — ^he is free : 

If any be but weak-~how strong is^ he J 

To dead men, life he is — to sick men, health : 

To blind men, sight — ^d to the needy, wealth : 

A pleasure, without loss — a treasm'e, withouit s^alth. 

To prepare the heart for the reception of this treasure, 
as a God of order, he is pleased to use a sy^m of 
means ; one of which I hope he is now employing for 
your soul's health. 

I love to indulge hope ; for affliction is a seed tinie. 
And let me freely inquire, since God. has called you 
• asid^, has spoken so emphatically, and you have had 
leisure for serious meditation, do not the Provisions of 
the Gospel appear new, sufficient, and exactly suited to 
your case ? Do you not mark that Gold, which the 
thief cannot steal ? that Foundation, which no tempest 
can shake? that' Life, over which death hath no power? 
and that Peace; which the world can neither give iiior 
take away ? Dpes not the religion of Jesus, w .forgot- 
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ten and degraded among men, stand forward now 9m 
th^ ^one thing needful V Does not bis friendship ap- 
pear now to be ^ that better part,' which ^ shall not be 
taken away ?' Luke x. 42 ; and which alone can help 
in extremities? In the wreck of human affairs, indeed, 
it is, that God often makes his truth appear ; and caus^ 
€8 his Gospel, like a plank thrown out to the perishing 
mariner, to be properly known and prized. 

" These are tike grjeat occasions which force the mind 
to take refuge in religion : when we have no help in 
ourselves, what can remain but that we look up to a 
higher and a greater Power ? and to what hope may we 
not raise our eyes and hearts when we consider that the 

GREATEST POWCT is the BEST. 

, " Surely there is no (truly wise) man, who, thus nt 
flipted, does not seek succour in the Gospel, which has 
brought Life and Immortality to Light, The pre- 
cepts of Epicurus, who teaches us to endure what die 
Laws of the Universe make necessary, may silence, but 
not content us. The dictates of Zeno, who commands 
us to look with indifference on external things, may <)is> 
pose us to conceal our sorrow, but cannot ctsstmge it 
Keal idleviatton of the. loss of friends, and rational tran- 
quillity in the pipspect of our own dissolution, can be 
received only from the promises pfiim, in whose hands 
are life and death ; and from the assurances of another 
and better state, in which all tears will be wiped from 
the eyes, and- the whole squI shall be filled with joy. 
Philosophy may iiifuse Stubbornness, but Religion 
only can give Patience."* 

In health and ease, ingenious speculatioi^s may amuse 

and satisfy us ; but 1 think.you now feel with mq, that, 

when he 'takes away the desire of our eyes with a 

stroke,' Ezek. xxiv. 16, our sorrows are too deep to be 

* Johnson. t < 
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alleviated by the mere Orator or Phik»oplier. We eveo 
turn in dis^st from bim -who would thu9 trifl&^ith 
our case« We need a support, which the world cannot 
affi>nl. " I faint," says the wounded soul : ^ I want an 
aUnigiity arm to lean on now; yea a very tender and 
compassionate 6nt too; — one like that ojf the Son of 
Man. I nesed 'a merciful and faithful High-Priest, who, 
having been tempted, knows how to succour the tempted :' 
Heb. ii. 17, 18 : that JVIan of sorrows, that Brother bora 
for adversity, who1)eing ticquainted with griefs can enter 
ii&to^tny case and commune with me in all the pecuUari* 
ties of my distress. I now need one, who can quiet me 
on his own breast, andftpeak to me with his ownvoice^ 
* Weep not,' Uie child *is not dead, but sleepeth:'* Luke 
viii. 52. ^ We^ not, thou afilicted, tossed with teftipest, 
•^when thou passest through the waters I will be with 
thee :? Tsa. xliii. 2. It is true, this is thj^ land of death ; 
but ^ I am the resurrection and the life:' John xi. 25. 
This ii^ indeed ^ a dry and thirsty 4and where no v^ater 
is,' Fs. Ixiii. 1 : but I will lead you to ^ fountains of living 
waters :' I will ' wipe away all tears from your eyes :' " 
Rev. viClZ. ^ 

You are ready, perhaps,' to say, v"* Oh that I knew 
where I might find hitn P But religion has been with 
me rather a case of necessity, than the high privilege 
of communixig with such a comforter. I feet the misery 
of living at such a distance from my Heavenly Friend, 
(especially at this time,) but want liberty to approach 
nearer. Could I indeed repose on the bosom you just 

mentioned * but, alas ! my understanding is cknided, 

my faith weak, sense strong, and Satan busy in filling 
my thoughts with false notions, difficulties, and doubtd 
respecting a ifuture state and the efficacy pf prayer.^ 
Though i see very graciou^ proposal? made to returning 

' . . * Lady RuMers Letten. 
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Binners, I tremble to venture. Dedth it^If pemuids me 
of transgressioa. My^houghts fiy every -where but to 
God." 

We readSy acknowledge, that, among other views of 
death, it should be f^arded as the ttages of sin. !Rom. 
vi. 23. It is also natural for con vincal sinners to trem- 
ble before a Judge who charges even angels with iblly. 
However Pride may boast, or Ignorance presume, he, 
who measures by the standard of a law which is so 
Bfrfritual as to notice a corrUf)t desire, will conclude with 
the Apostle, that ' <^very mputh must be sto{^d, and all 
the wbiid become guilty before God :' Rom. i\\, 19^ A 
view' of the divine character, and of his own, led" not 
only a Publican to smite upon bis breast as the seat of 
apostasyand jxrfUition, and cry, * God be merciful to me 
a sinner,' Luke xviii. 13 ; but so perfect and uprighi^a 
man as Job to' 'abhor himself/ and repent ^in dust dlnd 
ashes :' Job xlii. 6, I may add, that, as tte become pro- 
ficients in their schod, we shall be more ready to aortr 
fess than to cainpldin : we shall learn to, justify God, 
in .apy instance of his righteous dis{4easure : and bum- 
bfy own, that he has laid upon us &r less than our 
iniquitie^i deserve : Ps. ciii. lOL 

Bu^, while the Christian, as a penitent, looks upon 
Hihi, whom he has pierced, and mourns ; as a believer^ 
helookd at Him, who was wounded for transgr^on, 
and hofpeg. He finds it as desperate to doubt the remed^^ 
as to deny the disorder. Having formerly rushed head- 
long with the j9r€5wmp/t«d«^, he now fears perishing 
with tht fearful anAunbeliemngrH^v, xxi. 8. He 
s^ea^ an atonement of God^s own providing : he pleads, 
upon God^s own authority^ the^ merit of that blood. 
' which cleahseth fi*om all sin :' 1 John i. 7. And, by 
thus receiving Uhe record which G6d gives of Ms Son^ 
iiB sets his seal to it that God is. true:' John iii. 33. 
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Is this, my dekr friend, in any degree your case? 
Fearful, wandering, and wounded as your heart is, does 
it yet discover a resting-place ? Instead of wishing to 
evade the charge jof "manifold sins and wickedness 
committed by thought, word, and deed against the Di- 
vine Majesty ;" is " the remembrance of them grievous, 
and the burden of them intolerable ?" Do you sincerely 
desire to be freed from this burden, and to enter into 
'the glorious liberty of the children of God 1' that heav- 
enly communion and rQst that has been mentioned? 
* Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world !' John i. 29. ' Behold him exalted to be 
a Prince, and a Saviour, to give repentance and forgive- 
ness of sins !' Acts v. 31. Come to him as a sinrier ; 
and touch, with humble confidence, but the ^ hem of his 
garment,' ^nd you shall be ' made whole :' Matt. ix. 21. 
Wait upon him, and you shall obtain both strength and 
Kberty ; * for if the Son shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed :' John viii. 36. 

Respecting your sense of weakness, let me add, that . 
the Provision made for fallen nature, and corresponding 
to its various wants, is at once a character and an evi- 
dence of our Religion. It is a glorious peculiarity of it, 
that its promises correspond with its precepts. To use 
the language which best conveys its meaning, *The 
kingdom of God is not in word' only, *but' also 4n 
POWER :' 1 Cor. iv. 20. He, who enlightens the blind 
eyes, undertakes to 'strengthen the weak hands, and to 
confirm the feeble knees :' Isa. xxxv. 3—^6. The Spirit 
of wisdom and understanding is sent to be also a Spirit 
of might, of grace, and of supplication^ It is pecu- 
liar to our Teacher, that he enables, as well as instructs, 
his disciples : he first presents a prospect of the inherit- 
ance; then, a title to it through his death; and, together 
^ Cgmpa» Zoch. ziu 10, with Eph. L 19. 

3 
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with these, affords strength to rise and pursue it Turn 
to the xxxvith chapter of Ezekiel, and you will find 
your case amply provided for :* but recollect that it is 
added, /I will yet for this be inquired of, to do it for 
them :' Ezek. xxxvL 37. < Is any afflicted, let him 
pray :' James v. 13. 

But I must not pass by the temptation which you 
mentioned respecting the efficacy of prayer. You will, 
perhaps, too readily object, ^' Here it is that I sink. 1 
prayed earnestly for the life of the deceased. I thought 
at one time I saw signs of a recovery ; but the event 
makes me fear that I was not heard, and that I have 
no friend left now in Earth or Heaven." 

A little consideration will, I hope, show you your misr 
take ; and prove that a petition n^ay be graciously ac- 
cepted, when its particular object is not granted. Did 
not our Lord declare tjhat bis Father heard him always ? 
John. XL 42. Are we not told, that when, ' in the days 
of his flesh he had offered up prayers, with strong crying 
and tears, unto him that was able to save him from 
death, he was heard' in that * he feared V Heb. v. 7. 
But consider, I pray you, bow be was heard : certainly 
not by having the cup taken awat/, (a cup at which 
human nature, however perfect, must recoil,) but in 
being accepted when he prayed ; in being supported, 
while he drank it ; and in victoriously accomplishing his 
grand design, though drinking it to the very dregs. 

To come nearer to our own condition, we find St. 
Paul going to Christ for deliverance fro|n some 
severe trial, which he calls *a thorn in the flesh.' He 
tells us that be also was heard ; and in the same way 
as his Master: not by being released from sufferings 
but by receiving something more honourable and ad- 
vantageous ; namely, that Ctrace^ which not only sup- 
* Ezek. xxxtL 25— 27. 
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ports a Believer through his triak, hut puts a healing 
virtue into them. 

Far removed from the holy resignation of our Master, 
we too much resemble in our prayers the impatience of 
our children. I remember when a sick one of mine 
had some medicine to take, he called loudly to me to 
come and assist him against those who were endeavour- 
ing to force it dov/n. He probably wondered at my re- 
fusing to relieve him ; but the Uttle sufferer did not con« 
sider, though often told, that he was not to be helped in 
that way : he dLd not recollect, that while I tenderly 
Ifelt his cryj the very compassion I felt for him, and the 
desire I had to relieve him, kept me from taking away 
the bitter draught. 

The truth is, and it is a truth frequently told us, that 
our Heavenly Father always sends his chUdren the 
things they ask, or better things : he answers theur peti- 
tions^ in kind, or in kindness. But, while we think 
only of our Ease, he consults our Profit, We are 
urgent about the Badj/ : He, about the J^nU. We call 
for present Comfort: He considers our everlasting Rest: 
and, therefore, when he sends not the very things we 
ask, he hears us by sending greater^ than we can ask 
or think:' Eph. iii. 20. 

* Is any,' therefore, * aflKcted, let him pray ;' not only 
in the public sanctuary, or in the retired closet, but let 
him consider that there is ' a new and living way, con- 
secrated through the vail,^ Heb. x. 20 ; of a Redeemer's 
human nature, from every scene of retirement or action 
to a Mercy seat ; where . he ^ satisfi.es the longing 
soul,' and fills the ^hungry soul with goodness ;' espe- 
cially of ^ such as dit in darkness and the shadow of 
Death :' Ps. cvii. 9, 10. Our very misery and infirmity 
should, in defect of other preachers, point out the seat 
of our relief; and direct such firail aiid depraved crea- 
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tures to the commoa Friend of the wearp-emi heavy 
laden. Pouring into his bosom all our complaints, w& 
at once, obey his command, honour his character, and 
obtain his assistance : ' for we have not a High Priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the 
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 
grace te help in every time of «eed :' Heb. iv. 15, 16. 

Is it not a time of need with you ? End^vour, at 
his command, to approach, with a holy confidence, for 
the ^ supply of all your need according to his riches in 
gl(Mry,' Phil. iv. 19: and, at this time patticulaHy, for 
the illumination and comfort of his Holy Spirit. He, 
whoni you supplicate, not only invites^ but reasons 
with you.: ' If ve, being, evil, know how-to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him V Luke xi. 13. 

The religion of education and custom obtains, more 
or less, every where ; but serious, vital, spiritual religion 
is ' a case of necessity' with us all. We summon our 
forces, we ransoak our stores, * spend our money for that, 
which is not bread, and our labour for that \yhich sat- 
' isfieth not :' Isa. Iv. 2. We look every way, and call 
to every thing ; till each, in return, loudly replies, ' It is 
not in me:' Job xxviii. 14. Well, indeed, wrill it be, 
if after all our fruitless eflTorts, we are brought to feel 
that the provisbns of the Gospel are the only bread for 
a hungfy soul, the only balfii for a wounded heart. 

However foreign, my dear friend, these truths were 
from yofir consideration, when we first sat down togeth- 
er, if it please him who/ commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness,' 8 Cor. iv. &, to shine into your heart, 
and efifectually discover the ' exceeding- rii^hes of his 
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grace' in these provisions ; theft, though yo« sit weeping 
over your loss, we are assured from unquestionable au- 
thority) that angels are rejoicing* for your unspeakable 
gain. We are certain also, that not only every reed 
friend will cry» " « This day is salvation come to the 
house,' Luke xixr. 9, where we lately wept 5" but that, 
drying your tears, you yourself will be compelled to ex- 
press your giateful sense of the correction you now de- 
plore, and sing, with a companioa and fellow proficient 
in the school of affliction,t 

Father, I blea^ thy gentle hand: 
Ho\jr kind was thy chastisiiig rod. 
That fore'd my conscience to a stand, 
I And brought my wand'ring'sotol to God !. 

Foolish and vain, I went astray 
' Ere I had felt thy scoarges, Lord: 
I left my guide — I lost my way : 
But now I love, and keep thy word. 

And, here, suflFer me to drop a word or two respecting 
these, 

Our COMPANIONS in the House of Mourning. 
Society is peculiarly pleasant when we are benighted on 
a journey : and especially that of a citizen of the place 
to which we are going. It is encouraging to travel with 
those, who are convinced, that, if ' they are chastened 
of the Lprd,' it is, ' that they should not be cqndemned 
with the world f 1 Cor. xi. 32. < Blessed are the poor 
in spirit ; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven : Matt. v. 
3. Here they are educating for it.. Here, they sit at the 
foot of the Cross, and receive .lessons of feitii and pa- 
tience, of hiiniility and temperance. 

' Blessed ' also ^ are the pure in heart ; for they ' here 
* see God :' Matt. v. 3 ; who never so unveils himself 

• Lake xv. 10. t Ps. ciix. 67, 7t 

3* 
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aa in seasons of distress. In sight of his character and 
word, they bow before his providence, yea trust him in 
the stroke ; for hope is made to arise here, as a light in 
darkness. Here the spiritual Husbandman is taught to 
*go forth weeping, and bearing the precious seed* of 
&ith aiid love, penitence and prayer ! assured ' that he 
shall come again with Joy, bringing his sheaves with 
him :' Ps. cxxvi. 6. Here also, ihe heavenly Scholar 
acquires ^ the tongue of the learned, that he should know . 
how to speak a word in season to him that is weary :' 
Isa. 1. 4. And here the true Soldier of Jesus Christ is 
found < fighting the good fight of faith, and laying hold 
of eternal life,' 1 Tim. vi. 12, in the very valley and 
shadow of death. He is here instructed to ' cast down 
imaginations,' 2 Cor. x. 5 ; those reasonings which pecu- 
liarly infest and darken the House of Mourning ; and, 
taking the 'shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit,* 
he ' wrestles not only with flesh and blood, but with 
principalities and powers :' Eph. vi. 12—17 ; a mighty 
though secret conflict, which God shall oiie day declare 
to the world ; and which, when explained, will leave 
its most celebrated heroes ' silent in darkness :' 1 Sam. 
ii.9. 

' Go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock :' 
Cant. i. 8 ; for in this house they have all left the prints 
of their feet. . Here stood Jacob weeping over his be- 
loved Rachel ; Gen. xxxv. 20 ; and here Aaron deplored 
his sons : Lev. x. 3. Here we trace the steps of David 
going up to his chainber, and crying with £^ loud voice, 
* Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, tny son ! 
my son !' 2 Sam. xviii. 33 ; and those of Ezekiel, whb, 
forbidden to cry, silently resigned the * desire of his eyes' 
to the stroke: Ez^k. xxiv. 16. But enumeration is 
vain. Hither cam6 aU the sons of God, the oidy-begot- 
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ten not excepted ; for Jest^s bimself stood 'and wept* 
at the grave of a friend : John xi. 35. 

With such company, is it not far ' better to go to the 
House of Mourning than to the House of Feasting ?' 
Bccl. vii. 2. I knew one of these, ' a man who had 
seen affliction by a rod,' Lam. iii. 1 ; like yours : a man 
who walked and wept in solitude, but with no expecta- 
tion of being overheard. There is something sacred in 
grief, and w^e cannot listen to its effusions with too much 
candour : great candour, indeed, is here required ; but, 
if afforded, it may procure you at least a Companion as 
you j)ass through this vale of tears. 

. ...... i . . 'Set thee up way-marks :' 

Jer. xxxi, 21 : *' I desire here to set them up, and to 
record the severest of my visitations in the house of my 
pilgrimage. Lord, prepare me for the next 

" I perceive I could not have properly sympathised 
with a friend in a similar case, before this stroke. I 
could not have understood it. 

" 1 have, at times, so felt the importance of eternal 
things, that I thought the loss of any present comfort 
would be tolerable : but I had no idea how much de- 
pended on being ready] when the Son of Man came in 
suQh a providence. 

" I feel I now stand in the right position to see the 
tcorld and the word. They both appear under aspects 
entirely new. 

"When I find/ my joys packM up and gone,' my 
heart slain, the delight of my eyes taken away : when 
I recollect who is gone before her, who is following, and 
what remains for the world to offer ; my he^rt cries, * I 
loath it : I would not live alway :' Job vii. 16 ; I thank 
God, that I am also to go. / 

" I perceive I did not know how much my life was 
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bound up iu the life of a creature. When she weai^ 
nothing seemed left. One b not ; and the rest seem a 
few liiin and scattered remains. 

" And yet, how much better for my lamb to be sud- 
denly housed : to slip unexpectedly into the fold to which 
I was conducting her, than remain exposed here ! per- 
haps become. a victim ! 

" I cried, * O Ijord, spare my child P He did : but not 
as I meant. He snatched it from danger, and took it tO 
his own home. 

. " I have often prayed, * Lord, soften my heart ! hum* 
ble my pride ! destroy my levity !* 1 knew enough of 
his way to fear the means : and he has, in mercy 
towards me, regarded my soul more than my feelings, 

" I prayed earnestly for her life. Duty compelled me 
to say, * Thy will be done :' but I meant nothing. 

" O my God, how long hast thou come * seeking fruit- 
on this tree !' Luke xiii. 7. How much hast thou done 
to cultivate it ! Shall it still remain fruitless I Shall it 
be cut down after all ? 

" My passions forged impressions that she would live^ 
but I now plainly perceive I am called to regard God^ 
and not impiessions. 

"I have been long like one in a fever, attended at 
times with a strong delirium: I begged hard that I 
might not be hied ; but he meant a cure and^ pierced 
my heart. - 

" Oh how slender, how brittle, the thread on which 
hang all my earthly joys ! 

"I wish ever to be asking,^ Am I ready, should he 
send again, and take ***, or ***, or myself?' * Setting 
my house in order,Msa. xxxviii. 1, will not make death 
approach sooner ; but, that it will render his coming 
much easier^ I feel by sad experience. 

*^ When I pass by the blaze of dissipation and intern- 
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perance, 1 feel a moment^s relief. I say to my hearty 
* Be still ;^ — at least she is not left to follow these ignes 
fatui. How much belter, is evert the grave for my 
T******, thah 'the end .of those things?' Rom. vi. 21. 
V ^< It is vain for me to wish, as 1 have done, to leave 
the world, and go to my father, that I might inquire 
into the whole of the case ; the reasons, the st^ps, the 
issue, &c. In a short time I shall ; but he says enough 
now, if I have ears to hear. 

" In the mean time, help me, O ray God and Father, 
to recollect that I received this drop of earthly comfort 
from a spring which still remains ! Help me to feel that 
nothing ' essential'' is altered I ^ for with thee is the foun- 
tain of Kfe,' Ps» xxxvL 9. Part pf myself is already 
gone io thee : help what remains to follow." 

If this humble attempt to improve your affliction has 
been attended with any success, you wjU readily admit 
a few concluding hints with respect to 

Our DUTY in such circumstances. 

And one of the first and principal duties of the state 
is, as hath been expressed, to acknowledge God in it. 

It was charged upon some, that they * returned not 
to him that smote them,' nor ' sought the Lord [ in their 
distress : lea. ix. 13. On the contrary, the clear appre- 
hension which Job had of a divine hand iu his affiic* 
tions, is as instructive as his patienci^ under them. While 
Grief * rent his mantte,' Faith * fell down- and worship- 
ped : — The Lord gave, and the Lor4 hath taken away : 
blessed be the name of the Lord :' Job i, 21. Let us 
learn from him never to lose sight, of the ilw^/ior: by an 
undue regard to the mere circumstances of our loss. * 
We may think and speak of the symptoms and stages 
of the late removal ; of the physicians, of the remedies, 
&c. in their supposed right or^rong application ; but 
not 80 as to forget that an unerring Providence presided 
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over the whole, yea, actually eondueftd every part on 
reasons as righteous as they are inscrutable. 

Whatever may appear to vjs peculiar in the sfck 
chamber, the whole was but God's intended method of 
removing one who had lived his full (i. e. his appoint- 
$d) time. ^'Seeing his days are determined, the num- 
ber o£ his months are with thee : thou hast appointed 
him his bounds which he cannot pass:' Job xiv. 6. 
Instead of fixing our attenlion upon means and crea* 
tures, of which we know so very little, let us turn to 
him, who wrought by these instruments, and merely 
effected his own determinations by them. ^Oease from 
man, for wherein is he to be accounted of?' Ida. ii. 22.^ 
Let not the creature hide the Creator, nor present things 
prove the fatal screen ot the furure ; but, in every oc- 
currence, mark the Great Cause, * of 'whom, and through, 
whofn, and to wh<Hn, are all things :' Rom. xj. 36— 
who nurobereth the * very hairs of our head,' and with- 
out whom even a ' sparrow fells not to the ground :' 
Matt X. 39, 30. 

While others, therefore, are wandering without an 
object, and bereaved without a ^mforter, yea are going 
to their worst enemy for relief, let us eodeavour tos$iy 
with Peter^ "Liord, <to whom shall we go/ John vi. 68, 
but to THEE ?" Consider the Great Physician as now 
proposing a nipst serious question ta your coni^cience : 
* Wilt thou be made whole f John v. 6. May the lan- 
guage of your heart be that of the Apostle's : * If by any 
means!' Phil. iii. 11. Then, though seemingly swaU 
lowed up of this grief, like Jonah, you shall find a: re- 
"source ifi it, and finally be preserved 6y it* This dart, 
likfe that which once pierced an imposthumein battle, 
shall bring heajth with its wound: and you shall be 
enabled^ with many who are gone before you, to say, 

Jonali il 7-- 10. 
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< The Lord hath chastened me sore ; but he hath not 
given me over unto death :' Ps. cxviii. 18. 

Duty also directs you to moderate tour Grief. 

Our Heavenly Father, who 'knows our frame, and 
remembers that we are but dust/ Pb. ciii. 14, allows xi8 
to mourn when he afflicts us. He often, in his provi- 
dence; caHs us to it, and charges us to 'weep with them 
that weep :' Rom xii. 15. But he admonishes us also 
of a danger jon each hand : — ' My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the liord ; nor faint when thou art 
cebuked of him :^ Heb. xii. 5. If we serioudy profess 
Christianity, our very profession implies, (not only a 
subjection to our Lord's will, but) that we have special 
resources in our affliction ; several of which have already 

been named:- that among other of our privileges, 

there is 'a peace from God which passeth all understand* 
ing, to keep our hearts and minds' (PhiL iv, 7) through 
life and death : and that we have many reasons for 
^not sorrowing as others who have no hope :' 1 Thess. 
iv. 13. Besides which. Christians have a post of hon- 
our to-maintain : a ^ high calling ' (Phil. iii. 14) to dem- 
onstrate and commend. We shaD, like the pilot in a 
storm, be brought to our principles : and, as 'sorrowful, 
yet always .rejoicing,' 2 Cor. vi. 10, should prove that 
we have them not now to learn. 

On th^ contrary, there is such a thing as nursing 
and cherishing our grief: employing a ''busy meddling 
memory to muster up past endearments," and pers6nate 
a vast variety of tender and heart-rending circumstan- 
ces. There is a. tearing open the wound afresh by im- 
ages and remembrances : and thereby multiplying those 
pangs, which constitute the' very bitterness of death it- 
self. : Our melancholy exceedingly affects this voluntary 
torture : it seeks expedients ; and will listen U> the most 
unjust and aggratrated accusations, which can approach 
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a tender conscience respecting tbe deceased. Bat con- 
science should rather be concerned to repress such a 
disposition. It is a temptation. It desperately strives 
to retain what God has determined to remove. In 
Botne cases, it seeks to penetrate an abyss, which he 
forbids even conjecture to explore : and, while it unfits 
the mourner for the pressing duties of his station, it leads 
to that ' sorrow of the world which worketh ' death ' {2 
Cor. vii. 10) to his body, his soul, and his Christian 
character. How different and superior the sentiments 
of Davjd ! ' His servants said unto him, What thing 
is this that thou hast done? Thou didst fast and weep 
for the child, while it was alive; but, when the child 
was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread. And he said^ 
While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept; for 
I said. Who can tell whether God will be gracious to* 
me, that the child may live: but, now he is dead, 
wherefore should I fast? Can I bring him back 
again? I shall go to him, but he shall not 
BETURN TO MB :' 2 Sam. xii. 21 — 23. 

Present circumstances also admonish you to know 
YOUR opt>oRTUNiTY ; dnd to improve this season, as 
peculiarly favourable for spiritual advance^nent. 

There is a Me in the concerns of religion : the Scrip- 
ture calls it the day of visitation, and sends us to the 
stork and to the swallow for instruction respecting it : 
Luke xix. 44. Jer. viii. 7. Your heart^ is now soft, its 
fascinations withdrawn, and tbe call loud and affecting: 
endeavour, therefore, to take the benefit of a remedy 
which you feel so expensive. 

If, in a sense, /'smitten Friends ,are Angels sent on ^ 
errands full of love," instead of weeping over their 
tombs, let us listen to the voice which properly arises 
from them ; especially if it be our privilege to bury one, 
who, like Abel, ^ being dead yet speaketb,' Heb. xi. 4, 
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and who would be ready to say to his - Tnotiroerg, 
" ^-Weep not for me, but for yourselves^ and for your 
children,' Luke xxiii. 28, 'I hav6 fought the good 
fight: I have finished my qourse:,! have kept the 
, faith,' 2 Tim.iv. 7, and received my crown. I cannot 
now come to weep with you, but you may ascend and 
rejoice with me, where there is 'no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, for the former things are passed 
away :' Rev. xxi. 4 If you truly love me, prepare to 
follow me. If you earnestly wish to see me again, seek 
not the living among th6 dead, but arise and become ' a 
follower of them who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises :' Heb. vL 12. Take that heavenly lamp 
which 'shineth as a light in a dark place :' walk hum- 
bly by it, * tillthe day dav^rn, and the day star arise in 
your heart,' 2 Pet. i. 19. — ^Haste, my beloved, toward 
the things which < eye hath not seen,' 1 Cor. ii. 9 ; and, 
ere the eternal day break, and the present shadows flee 
away, 'run with patience the race set before you, look- 
ing unto Jesus,' Heb. xii. 1, 2. How will my cup over- 
Sow tD meet you among those who daily ' come hither 
out of great tribulation!;' and, having 'washed their 
'Tobes in the blood of the iamb, serve him d?ty and night 
in his temple I' " Rev. vii. 14, 15. 

Embrace every method which God hath recommend- 
ed, for maintaining conamunion with him^ and obtain- 
ing relief from him : — the. various ordinances of his 
House ; the encouragements of hiis Word ; the society of 
his Children ; and especially. Prayer. Often speak to 
him who ' seeth in secret,' and ' is nigh unto all that 
call upon him,' though with the Woipan of Canaan 
you can oiily say, 'Lord, help me :' Matt vi. 18. . Ps. 
cxlv. 18/ Matt. XV. 26. Not only a high commen- 
dation, but a miracle followed her request. She urged 
it under the greatest discot^ragements, but you have 

4 
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both a command and a promise: ^ Call upon me in tlie 
day of trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glori-' 
fy me :' Ps. 1. 15. 

And, while you search the Scriptures, and attend the 
Church, you will at once be instructed and encouraged , 
by marking, in both, those footsteps whidi we latdy 
considered. They are, indeed, not so explicit in the lat* 
ter ; but attention to the scriptural account of the Chris- 
tian character, will greatly assist you in distinguishing 
real Christians from those, who, equally ibrward and 
corrupt, have at all times assumed their name and mix- 
ed in their society to their grief and scandal.* Leaving 
these unhappy Exceptions to their proper Judge, fol- . 
lowing the unerring Rtde which he has put into your 
hand, and those who walk by it ; particularly puch aar 
are your companions in aiBiction. You will see them 
passing b^ore you with not only the same wounds in 
their hearts, but almost the same words in thi^r lips. 
Study their course : mark their progress : observe how 
they hold his arm, plead at bis throne, repose in his bo- 
som, and magnify his truth, who walks with them in 
a furnace, which, like that of the three children, bums 
nothing but their bbnds.t 

Biit * who is sufficient for these things ?'— A fourth 
direction will serve for a reply. To improve the oppor- 
tunity you discern, and to keep pace with those you ap- 
prove, SEEK DIVINE ASSISTANCE; or, as St. Pstul has 
expressed it, * Be strong in the grace that is in Christ ^ 
Jesus :' 2 Tim. ii. 1. 

If on the one hand, Religion has vast proposals to 
make ; on the other, to be truly religious is a mighty 
Aim, and can be accomplished only through him that 
loved use :' Rom. viii. 37. Opposing omnipotence to 
difficulty, was their secret^ who so gloriously Overcame 

• Phil iii. 18, 19. t Din. iiL 9& 
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a world that was not. worthy of them : nJad their histo- 
ry in the xith chapter of the Hebrews^ and see what an 
implicit reliance, called Faith, — ^a ^ seeing^ Him who is 
invisible,' will perform. - That invaluable record seems 
to say, < Oar fathers trusted in thee : they trusted, and 
thou didst deliver them: they trusted in thee, and 
were not confounded :' Ps. xxii. 4, 5. 

We are, indeed, called to aim and to act, and have 
the greatest promises annexed to the endeavour : but 
are as. frequently reminded that ' we are not sufficient of 
ourselves, to think any thing as of ourselves,' but that 
'our sufficiency is of God :' 2 Cor. iii. 6.- Christ en- 
courages no one to advance on the ground of his own 
strength, any more than on that of his own desert : 
he is as jealous of the power of his arm, as of the merit 
of his blood. He admitted infirmity and misery to be 
presented as a complaint, but never as an objection. 

I have observed it not uncommbn fi)r this to be a sea- 
son of peculiar temptation. A spiritual enemy stands 
ready to defeat-^ every spiritual opportunity : but our 
help is near ; and our example, in such conflicts, excel- 
lent ' For this thing 1 besought the Lord thrice : and 
he saiid unto me^ My Grace is suffi<5iemt for thee ; fer 
my strength is made perfect in weakness.^ May you 
be enabled to add, with the Apostle, < Most gladly there- 
fore will I rather glory in my infirmities that the powier 
of (2hrist may rest upon me :' 2 Cot. xii. 8, 9. 

Again, that you may seek cheerfully this assistance, 

REGARD TOUR ENCOtTRAGEM&NTS. 

To reccfvet our alienated minds^ and gain our. confi- 
dence, God ^meets us in a way suited to our necessities 
and to our fears. Resist, as the vilest temptation, any 
doubt of that 'Good-will to Man,' which was sung at 
the Redeemer's birth. What hath God not done in or- 
der to comtoend his love 7 By every expression of ten- 
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der concern, b^, in the person of a Man of Sorrows^ 
invites the guilty, the weary, the trembling, and the 
tempted, to come unto him ; assuring them that be 
will neither < break the bruised reed,' nor ' quench the 
smoking flax :' l^latt xii. 20. 

If * God is love,' 1 John iv. 16, " Christ is God, stoop- 
ing to the senses, and speaking to the heart of man :" 
ever saying, ^^ Look to my Cross, take my Yoke, and 
lean upon my Arm, and ye shall find rest.'' He sought 
tlie House of Mourning to comfort the sisters of Laza- 
rus: he met a widow foUoMring her only child, and 
' when the Lord saw her, he Had compassion on her, 
and said unto her, Weep not':' Luke vii, 13. May he 
meet you At this time, my dear friend, with consolations' 
which none but himself can afford I and then, at the 
very grave, shall * that saying be brpughl to pass, Death 
is swallowed up in victory:' 1 Cor. xv. 64. Let such 
fear as despise our heavenly Friend, our Prospects, 
Provisions, Companions, and sense of Duty. God 
with us, and all things in God, is light in darkness, life 
in death. The words,, which revived him, who styles 
himself/ your brother and companion in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,' Rev. i. 9, 
remain to cheer a solitude darker, if possible, than his : 
' Fear not : I am the first and the last : I am he that 
liveth, and was dead ; and, behordi I am alive for ever- 
more, Amen : and have the keys of hell and of death :' 
Kev.i:.17, 18. n 

To conclude ; the late event solemnly repeats its au- 
thor's charge, be ye also ready : Matt. xxiv. 44. 

Your friend is gone : your following is certain : it 
nmy be sudden : it. may be next. But, should it take 
place this night, and find you provided with nothing 
better for the change than the miserable subterfuges of 
the profane, or the scarcely less mis^able supports of 
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the formal, what an alarm {if you are not left to th6 
most affecting delusion or stupidity). will it occasion ! 
What an awful transition, to pass from the saviour to 
the judge! without love to him ; without even an ac- 
quaintance virith him ; unwilling, unreconciled^ unre* 
Dewed ! — and to him, who has so often invited you, 
warned you, and, at time3; affected your conscience with 
the truths which we have been considermg ! What a 
subject for eternal reflection. ' You would not cotne to 
him that you might have life :' John v. 40. > 

God forbid, however, that this should be your case ! 
I only suppose it, lest it should : and it is too common 
to render the supposition improper. . Erom such a dan- 
ger we cannot be too secure; and, therefore, having 
lately seen how soon ' the night cometh when no man 
can work,' John \x, 4, let us seek to-day^ in the re- 
demption which is in Christ Jesus, that peace.and safe- 
ty, which you must he conscious can never be found out 
of it, and which it may be too late to seek to-morrow. 

Some things belonging to our important chs^nge are 
wisely hid fropi us. Nothing, however, is rnore plain 
than that it is near; and, therefore, demands pur most 
serious attention : that it is finally decisive, Matt. xxv. 
46 ; and, therefore, warns us to watch against those er- 
rors which eternity cannot rectify ; and, that the hour 
is vncertain ; and, therefore, calls us to stand prepared. 
With our loins girded, and our lights burning, may 
we thus wait for our Lord. : 

Impressed with such views,* I have often wished to 
take the afflicted by the hand, and l6ad them to a Re- 
source which their passions have obseuted. I have 
wished them to see that the Christian Hope is then 
jnost alive .and full of immortality, when every other 
hope perishes. These wishes, and the request of a 
, ' '4* ' 
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friend, (who was solicitous to obtain something of this 
kind more compendious than he had yet seen) haf e 
drawn from me some imperfect hints. Imperfect, how- 
ever, as they are, like a few words, presented by the 
road's side to the eye of a weary traveller, they may 
afford you some present direction and relief. And 
should he, who is pleased to employ the feeblest means 
in his greatest work, conduct you by them (though but 
a single step on your way) towards a Morning with- 
out clouds a House without mourning, — ^the ser- 
vice of your affectionate friend will obtain a high re- 
ward. 
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FRIENDLY ADVICE 

FROM 

A MINISTER to THE SERVANTS OF HIS PARISH. 
He, that hearkeneth unto counsel) is wise. — Tbov, zii. 15. 



CHAPTER L 



INTRODUCTION. 



The Author of this Address calls himself your Friend, 
because he wishes you well, and would serve you to 
the utmost of his power. If be has hot silver and gold, 
Buch as he has he freely gives. He has been taught 
himself, that there are truths more valuable than either ; 
and he would fain teach you the same :"* For wisdom 
is a defence, and money is a defence ; but the excellen- 
cy of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth mfe to them 
that have, it :' Eccl. vii. 12. 

I have an easy acci^ss to many of those whom you 
serve ; and can remind them of their duty privately, as 
well as from the pulpit : but some of their servants I 
have no opportunity of conversing with;. and there- 
fore have composed the present little Tract for your use. 

A minister, who rightly regards his situation, feels aft 
affectioa for every class of his people : as the spiritual 
parent of a large family, he has a concern for evfery part 
of it ; and, as the servant of tlira who niade himself 
the servant of all, he cannot overlook those who have a 
name so like his ovirn. 
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But the service I am endeavouring to render you 
win very much depend upon your being willihg to be 
served. There are minds in so unhappy a state, that 
nothing serious nor important can gain their attention. 
If they read at all, they either amuse themselves with 
triflesy or poison themselves with trash- Such will, 
probably, throw away this tract in contempt, if it should 
fall into their hands. Should it, however, fall into the 
hands pf one more thoughtful, I will endeavour that he 
shall be repaid for looking it over. 

I have been often encouraged, when, from the pulpit, 
I have met a servant's attentive eye; or when I have 
seen him listeningf to a profitable remark while waiting 
in the parlour. I have been pleased to meet them at a 
bookseller's, inquiring for some.instrnqtiye publication ; 
and have been ready to say upon such occasions, ' Hap- 
py is the man,' whatever be his station, * that getteth 
understanding,' for 'she is a tree of life to them that 
lay hold upon her :' Proy. iii. 13, 18. 

' The sluggard is Wiser in his own eyes than sevea 
men that can render a reason,' Prov. xxvi. 16'; but the 
man of understanding will think and listen. He will 
seriously consider the shortness of life, and how stupid 
and brutish it is to waste it without improvement : 
much more so to sink it in folly, sensuality, and vice ; 
and instead of making provision for a happy immortal- 
ity, only lay the ground for bitter repentance. 
* Thinking persons, I say, cannot but feel the weight of 
these xjonsiderations ; and, accordingly, they will listea 
to such hints as they meet with on the subject, and 
they will improve as they listen. In this temper and 
in this way, some of the first characters for usefulness 
and respectability have arisen from among servants ; 
agreeably to that Scripture, 'A wise servant shall have 
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rule over- a son that caiisetb shatne, and shall hav^ part 
of the inheritance among the brethren :' Prov. xvii. 2. 

Turn your mind, therefore, to such instruction as 
Providence shall please to aflford you, in this or in any 
other way. It is from a small seed dropped into the 
ground, that the rnost useful and ornamental prckluc- 
tions of the field and garden arise ; and a single hint 
has given rise to a train of thoughts, which has formed 
a new character among men. 

And here let me add a caution : namely. That you 
should be careful not to slight any truth, because some 
weak person may happen to hold it, or some bad char- 
acter may chance to defend it ; or because it may be 
spoken to you in a wrong temper, or at an improper sea- 
son. It is possible that these very hints may be put in 
your hand in a way which tends to lessen their good 
effect : but recollect, that a guitiea is exactly qf the same 
value to you ij whatever way ^ it ig presented. Regard- 
less of the mind of the giver, you would say, "Gold is 
gdd." .Now, I only ask, that you would in the game 
way, reflect that truth is truth ! and that truth will 
serve you where gold cannot. *Buy' ihou, therefore, 
* the truth, and sell it not,' Prov. xxiii. 23 ; -on any ac- 
count -whatever. Stand by it, and it will stand by 
thee ; for it is great, and shall prevail. 



CHAPTER II. 

THfi servant's interest. 

An all-wise Providence has appointed different sta- 
tions; and oiade them dependent on one another; so 
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that the ' eye cannot aay to the hand, I have no need 
of thee:' 1 Cor. xii. 21. It has also made the happi- 
ormance of its own particular office ] so that the eycj 
ness of each member to depend on the regulsu* per- 
wbile it directs the handj shall, in return, receive pro- 
tection from it . By this mutual dependence it is in- 
tended, ' that there should be no schism in the body ; 
but that the members should have the same care one 
for another*:' 1 Cor. xii. 25. 

Whatever, therefore, you meet with in this Tract, 
.which treats of what you owe to the happiness of your 
employers, is by no means to be understood as if the 
payment would lessen your own stock of happiness. I 
mean to show, rather, that your interests are mutual : 
and that what promotes your Master's comfort, as truly 
increases your own. A fatherly regard to your true ja- 
terest ought never to be forgotten, either by your Min- 
ister or Master : both are bound to remember, that they 
also have a Master in Heaven, who has commanded 
them 'to love their neighbour as thenfiselves,' Matt, 
xxii. 39 ; and to ' give unto their servants that which 
is just and equal :' Col. iv.. 1. 

It is jusi and equaly then, that faithful service should 
meet with suitable protection and encouragement. 
Neither the laws of God nor man forbid your prudendy 
seeking relief under want, excessive labour, or injuries 
of any kind. You are justified in quitting a place in 
which you cannot enjoy health, nor obtain reasonable - 
support and comfort. But prudence requires you to be, 
cautious how you change your place, merely for the 
sake of greater wages. Many a servant has sold 
health, comfort, and character, yea the safety, also of 
body and soul, for a paltry consideration in money: 
and learned too lat§, that one place, with small wages, 
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is often better, all things considered, than anodier with 
large. 

Much less let a hasty word or momentary vexation 
throw you out of place. This is acting more like a 
pasaonate child than a man. ,. Whatever you do in a 
passion, you will repent of doing. It is always fMy^ 
— often madness, ''No government," says an able 
writer, '' could subsist for a day, if single errors could 
justify defection:" and we may add, That such as 
throw up their posts for an error's sake, .will probably 
spend their lives in smarting for their rashnesid. 

In wishing to change your place, you should recol- 
lect that every change will bring with it its own incon- 
veniences and difficulties ; and some, of which you 
have no suspicion tiU you feel them. It is childish to 
form high expectations of a new thing. People. of ex- 
perience expect but little from the most flattering pros- 
pects and proposals. Sin, like a blight, has entered 
every place, and withered the most pleasant of its fruits 
and flowers. If good men, (like Aaron, Eli, and Da- 
vid,) are obliged to lament that their ' house is not so 
with God,^2 Sam. xxiii. 5, as they wish and earnestly 
pray for, what can we expect from the generality of 
houses? 

You should also never forget that we carry the greats* 
est part of the trouble we complain of in our own bo- 
soms. When we wish a G;hahge, we, for the most part, 
are like sick persons, who imagine, that if they could 
change sides in their bed ^hey should be easier : they 
turn, but they are still uneasy: and why? because 
they are still sick. Tins Hfe was never intended to be 
the rest of either master or servant : both have their 
burdens ; and the master's is ofteijitimea the heavier of 
the two. 
. The dutiful and pious conduct of some servants to* 
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ward their indigent relations should not be forgotten. I 
have seen a daughter wiUing to wear mean clothes, that 
her aged mdther might have some to wear, t have 
also seen such conduct blessed with distinguished fa- 
vour. * Honour,' therefore, * thy father and thy mother, 
which is the first commandment with promise, that it 
may be well with thee :' Eph. vi. 2, 3. 

As reputation in general is that which gives weight 
and influence to any tnan, so the reputation of servants 
is peculiarly their strength. A servant with health and 
character is provided for. < A good name is better than 
precious ointment:' Eccl. vii. 1. A silent steadiness, a 
tried integrity and diligence, are so essential to the in- 
terests of mankind, that no master can be insensible to 
their value. Be assured, that the wealthiest and the 
happiest are so needy; in this respect, that such service 
must always bear a high price. 

Let nothing, therefore, base or false, rob you of that 
precious jewel, your reputation. Be honest, diligent, 
and civil, if it be only out of respect to yourself. Who 
is not struck with the answer of that slave which his- 
tory records, who, standing" among others for sale, and 
being asked, by a purchaser, "Wilt thou be faithful, if 
I buy thee?" replied, "Yes, whether you buy rhe or 
hot!" 

But character, especially among females, (to whom 
I now epeak) is easily blasted, so as to be irrecoverably 
lost. If any consideration can lessen the crime of the 
villain wjio attempts to strip you of it, it miist be that of 
his not considering the depth of ruin into which he 
wpuld plunge yoii. Should he, however, be cruel 
enough to neglect th^ consideration, surely you will not 
forget, that want of reputation, and the despair which 
attends it, fill our streets with prostitutes ; murdering, at 
once, both body and soul. Depend upon it, that he, 
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who would di^onouT you, has no sincejre affection tot 
you ; and the moment yoii suffer him to pass the 
txmnds of the strictest decorum, he must lose even tia 
respect for jo\^ ; that very respect, upon which alone a 
true^nd constant regard ishuilt.. 

Your. safety partly;:consists in. being aware of your 
danger. Detect Ruin in its first approaches. Under* 
stand its smiling aspect and plausible pretence. Par* 
ticularly avoid dangerous occasions, and whatever yt>a 
find likely to deprive you of jrour resolution. Tbey 
have made but little observation on their own hearts, 
who have not learned how weak their reason and reso- 
lution are, in the moment of temptation: and, there* 
fore, that their safety lies in^ making a timely escape ; 
that is to say, tin immediate one. . - 

To speak more generally— Bad company ia so mid* 
cbievous, that whieti a young servant is observed to be 
entering into it, every person of eompassion and discern* 
ment recoils at the sight, as at seeing a sheep enter th6 
slaughter-house. Who^ that has seen any thing of life, 
dqes^not know the mischief of a vicious Gooversation 
and examfde? What will not an unprincipled tongue 
dare to assert? What so sacred that does not serve it 
for a jest ? What character or service will it not teach 
others to despise ? What corrupt maxim or vain project < 
will it- not recoimnend ?. I have known a short con* 
versation quite unhinge a iphet mind. I have observed 
a few hints plant disorder and wretchedness in a once 
contented breast, that cou^ never afterward be rooted 
out r have even been surprised to find how isoon a 
bad example would transform one that has been long 
humble, diligent^ and conscientious, into the very re* 
verse. In a word„ such a tongue is, indeed, ' an unruly 
evil,' and < fuU of deadly poison,' James iil 8 ; and th^ 
«dan^r is tfae^greater, because the poison is often txajcad 

5^ *^ 
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with something curious an^ entertaining, or is present- 
ed under the notion of friendship. The venom, tbua 
sweetened, creeps into the. heart before even its danger 
is suspected : but ^ware of thb deadly cup as you 
prize your safety : the more pleasing you find it, the 
more dangerous it is. The best advice here is, that 
which comes from the highest authority: 'Avoid it: 
pass not by it: turn from it, and pass away:^ Prov. 
iv. 16. . 

I think I ought not to omit warning you of the snare 
which attends gaming^ or adventurir\g in lotteries. 
Covetousness lies at the root of it; and a discontent 
with that provision,^which Ood hath already made for 
us. It is He, who has placed us in our diSerent jsta- 
tions, and bids each to < take heed and beware of covet- 
ousness,' Luke xii. 15, and to depend for our support 
upon him who clothes the lilies and feeds the bdrds : 
and far from encouraging a man in those crooked paths 
which lead ta wasting, and sometimes xo steiiliog, he 
charges him to ' labour, working with bis hands the 
thing which is good, that he may have to give' (even 
though he is but a labourer) 'to him that needeth :' 
fiph. iv. 28. ^ 

Many honest and ptrosperous servant*, led away by 
the puffing proposals of gain which are every where to 
be met with, would think a real friend was Tomancing, 
if he should give them an account of the distresses, 
frauds, lies, and other desperate steps to which such 
projects often lead ; and which sometimes end, not only 
in the loss of character, but even of life. Such ah ac- 
^unt, I say, might surprise those who know but little 
of the world, and the eflfect of its gilded baits; but is 
this account anything more than what, has actually 
happened again and again ? And, if we often heaf of 
sut^ things, how many more evils of this sort may we 
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reasonably suppose there are of which we never.hear ! 
But it is with ganUtig^ $s ^ith most other bad habits : 
it advances a step at a time. The first step is thought 
to be innocent and safe : the next is not conmdered as 
very dangerous : the third, however dangerous, is yet 
deemed, in pre^nt circumstances^ absolutely necessary : 
till, at length, the deluded adventurer awakes^ as from 
a dream, to reflect (but toQ late) upon his folly and his 
ruin. 

if I have said nothing of swearings drufikenneasij 
indecency y violence, &c, it is merely because such vices 
are too gross and scandalous to need exposing in such 
a Tract as this. Who^i that commits these crimes, does 
Dot, upon reflection, feel ashamed of them ? There are, 
however, some considerations at the end of the book, to 
which fiuch an unhappy character would do well to 
take heed, before it is, too late : for < he, that being often 
reproved) bardenetb his neck, shall sudd^ly be destroy- 
ed ! and that, :without remedy :' Prov. xxix» 1. 

I AM obliged now to turn from considerations which 
more particularly relate to your private troticerns, to 
those which belong to your engagement. 

But, before we enter upon the ne^t chapter, let us 
seriously resolve to -seek His hlessing upon these Hints, 
" from whom," a^ our Church expr^s8e^ it, " all holy 
desires, all good counsels, and all just works do pro- 
ceed'' — " that we, who cannot do anything thiat is good 
without him, may by him be enabled to liVe according 
to his will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.'' 
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CHAPTER.III. - 

t 

A master's reasonable expectations. . 

He, who foresaw the infioite variety of disputable 
cases which would arise, abd which no body ojf laWs, 
however ei^tensive, could reach, when " be visited us 
in great humility," left a rule so comprehensive, that it 
may be applied to every case ; and at the same time so 
easy, that the meanest capacity may apply it r 

All things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
unto pouy do ye even so unto them ;for this is the law . 
and the prophets : Matt. vii. 12. 

As our claim upon others depends so nf)uch upon our 
* rendering to all their dues,^ Rom. xiii. 7, — as 'tribute 
to whom tribute is due, custom to whom custom, fear to 
whom fear,' and * honour to whom honour ' — it is my 
duty to jtate to you some of those services, which those 
with whom you livje^have a right to claim. 

And, as the first step to our rightly perjforming our 
part, is, to know it, I shall select the rule above men- 
tioned as our measuring rod. I shaU put this standard 
into your own hand; and observe that, iii order to 
your using it, you have only to suppose that Pibvi- 
dence had appointed you- to govern instead of to serve : 
yoti will then perceive what you would reasonably 
have claimed froila those servants over whom you were 
placed. 

Would you not expect, while you fulfilled your en- 
gagements with them, that they should also fulfil tlteir 
engagements with you; namely, to yield you both 
faithful and cheerful service? bearing with those infir- 
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Biities in yott which arc common to human"^ature? 
Would you not eiq)ect them to be honest, not only in 
larger ipatters, hut that they should not watch oppor- 
tunities to purloin in smeller? Would you deem it up- 
right, if they listened to your privnte coni^ersation 7 if 
they examined your private papers 7 if they wasted or 
xnade aWay with your substance, or your time 7 In a 
word, would you not say, " Real honesty will do nothing 
which fearff a discovery ; or which needs secret opportu- 
nities, or concealments 7" \ \ 

For a master as much pays his servant for time and 
care^ as his tradesman for goods ; and, while hisr prop- 
erty is liable to be attacked in a variety of ways, he em- 
ploys servants, like ^o many watchmenj to defend it» 
BujL how hard would you deem it to be betrayfed by 
your guards f to have the very staff upon which you 
leaned, not only fail, but pierce you ! to have a servant 
idle, when you particvilarly needed his activity; and 
wasting thatj which is often provided with^^difficulty ! 
How would you feel his carelessness, when much de- 
pended on his care ! and, if he were at the same time 
too proud and impatient to receive either reproof or iti- 
iirt:ruction \ With what grief would you observe him 
choosing the very connections which you had forbidden 1 
filming a s^arate interest, yea, a sort of conspiracy 
against you and your family, and seeking wretched 
pretences to- justify absolute injuries ! I cannot doubt 
but that you would propose your rule, ais an end to all 
debate. You would bid him honestly ask hie own heart, 
how he wouW like sUch treatment 1 

The same may be said of the abuse of^horses : not to 
mention ihe^ baseness of ill-treating a generous creature, 
which cannot complain ; and ^'rbich, while it stands 
patient under repeated injuries, stands also jeady to 
strain ^veiy nerve to ^leftse his cruel abuser. How » 

' ;■ . ^ -5*' ' - " '• 
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would you feel if your servant thus treated a borse 
which you valued? Let such an abuser also ask him* 
self, How he would feel to live constantly under the 
lash of an unfeeling tyrant, who either has no meaning 
in his abuse, or who takes no pains to make his mean- 
ing understood? under one, who may have any thing 
done by gentle methods, but who makes choice of cruel 
ones ? and one, who, by repeating his cruelties^ has so 
hardened himself, that it becomes difficult to convince 
him that he is cruel ? 

Again : Would you not expect, while your property 
was secured, and your interest consulted in other re- 
spects, that the character of yourself and your family 
should be equally secure ? Apply the rule again, and 
inquire, What you would think of a servant who scru- 
pled not to expose yout weakness to any one who would 
be mean enough to hear the tale. What would you 
say to those, who collected and retailed every finilt or 
misfortune in your family ; especially, when misstated, 
and presented only on the unfavourable side? I aixi 
persuaded that their taking away your purse would tiot 
leave so unfavourable an impression upon your mind. 

I have said nothing here of inventing absolute false- 
hoods, because I a|a not speaking to tbe abandoned, 
but to the inconsiderate : to such as do not consider 
that to speak only half the truth is often a lie; and that 
the truth itself may be so injurious, that nothing caa 
justify its being spoken, but when greater injuries must 
follow upon your silence. - 

Once more : You would not only require your ser- 
vant to be honest, sober, and Careful of your property, 
interest, and character; hxii you would reasonably ex- 
pect attention as to the manner of your being served. 
You must be conscious bow much satisfie^ction depends . 
upon the spirit and temper of the person serving, and 
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how very offensively a command may be obeyed : inso» 
much, that obedience ia the act may be accompanied 
with perfect rebellion m tbe manner. You know, if 
you receive assistance in a sulienj careless, or imperti- 
nent way, you would rather be without such service. 
You must also be sensible, that if evefy tiifle be made 
a subject of debate or contention, no family can be at 
peace. Providence has appointed some to govern, and 
others to serve, as diflbrent members of the same body : 
and when this order is not cheerfully submitted to, there 
must ensue strife, confusion, and every evil work. 

Thud t have mentioned some instances as examples 
of trying the rule or standard of right ; but innumerable 
iastances besides these might be mentioned, and will 
daily arise, to which the rule is equally applicable. If, 
therefore, vicious companions attempt to make wrong 
appear right, or ta think very little of the wrong, rec- 
ollect you have a rule at hand which will exactly suit 
the case, and easily deterinine what is your duty ; for 
no wrong conduct in others can possiUy excuse what ia 
wrong in us. 

A considerate master will not, indeed, rigorously ex« 
act his claims : he will know human nature too well to 
expect more than imperfect service from imperfect crear 
tures. The errors which he marks, in his own course, 
tbe passions which disturb his own bosom, and the Hen 
thousand tajents' which he hereby owes to his Lord, 
wiH teach him to avoid so great a mistake as that (^ 
angrily * taking his servant by the throat, sayingf Pay 
me that thou owest !' Matt> xyiii. 28. But the moro 
generously he refrains frbni 'rfewanrfiw^ all his due, 
the more ready should you be to pay it : yea, with a 
generosity Uke his owd, exact it from yourself ;. and, 
depend upon it, that if you possess such re^ worthy 
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sooner or later your worth will be felt and acknowledged, 
however low your present situation or discouraging ydor 
prospects. 



CHAPTER IT- 

PELLOW-SERVANTS. 



I COME in this chapter to drop a few bints respecting 
the temper 'you should cultivate toward your Fellow- 
Servants: and your living well with them, depends 
much upon the regard you pay to the sacbe general 
rule, of doing as you would be done iy. . 

The jealousies and.animosities^ which ari^ from the^ 
merest trifie, and throw a large family into confusion 
and party rage, are scarcely to be conceived by those 
who have not seen them : .like a single spark, which, 
struck by accident, and falling upon combustible mat* 
ter, will lay 'a whole town in ashes. In order, therc^ 
fore, to live in peace, you must not only be peaceably 
disposed, but,, as the Apostle expresses it, you must 
-*seek peace and pursue it:' 1 Pet. iii. 11. That is,. a* 
n^en pursue an object upon which their heart is set 
Often have we heard complaints stated with plausibil- 
ity by one party ; and thought the injury very grea.^ 
(ill the other side was heard. If, therefore, you suppose 
(which is very common) that the grievance lies chiefly, 
if not entirely, with your fellow-servant, put yourself in. 
his place ; and you will, perhaps, begin to discover your 
niistake. 

Let me particularly exhort you to make kn ingenu- 
ous confession of error as soon as you discover it. N^* 
er think you degrade yourself by taking the side of 
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Truth, whenever or with whomsoever it appears. You 
never pretended to be infallible,: why then be so back- 
ward to acknowledge an error ? To convince- my ad- 
versary, is gaining a victory over him : but, to confess . 
my mistake, is to gain one over myself. In a word^ it 
is oiften the only tnethod left us i)f doing away a fault: 
it is the way to rise by a fall : it is an opportunity of 
seizing the approbation of another's mind.: it silences 
his future blame, and often overcomes evil with good. 

History mentions an exemplary chardcter, who went 
to his enemy, ^nd said, " Shall we' never be reconciled 
till we. hecbme a table-talk to all th« couotry ?*' And, 
when his enemy eigreed to reconciliation^ " Remember," 
said hie, "that though I was both elder and the superior, 
I sought first to thee r ^^Txue," replied the^her, *'I 
every way feel my inferiority ; for I began th6 quarrel, 
and thou the reconciliation," ' < 

One of the worst characters -that enters a house is 
* the whisperer, which separateth chief friends :' Provi 
xvi. 28. But, I pray you, understand . me here. By a 
whisperer,! canuot mean one, .who feels himself bound 
to give notice of wrongs which he cannot otherwise pre- 
vent. No ! I mean a. wantob or- malicious sower of* 
strife. I hope you will consider the injustice and cruel- 
ty of such a practice : jand recollect, that no one des- 
pises the tale-bearer, more, than those who listen to the' 
tale ; and that *. with what mestsure ye mfete, it will,' in 
one way or other, ^be measured to y^u again:' Matt 
vii. 2. . . 

Jn a word, wheth^ we regard n[iasters or servants, 
we live in a world which has so many shctrp points and 
critical stations, that our own corhfort, as well as that of 
those with whom we hve, is made Jo turn upon mutual 
kindness, fDrbearance, accommodation, and. dependence : 
in want of 4he3e, we ape condemned, to bear the lash of " 
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continual discotd, and are made our own tonnentdnL 
The least consideration will inform us how eas^y it is 
to put an ilUnatured construction upon a word : and 
what perverse turns and expressions spring from an evil 
temper. Nothing can be explained to him who will not 
understand, nor will any thing appear right to the un- 
reasonable. ** Every thing irr life,'^ says one' of the an- 
cients^ " has two handles ;" but it must be a bad dispo* 
sition indeed, which wilt be ever seizing the wrong one. 

I therefore repeat it, That if you would have comfort, 
you roust give it It is no uncommon thing to hear the 
very persons, who throw a family into corrfosion, com- 
plain that there is no peace in the fomily : but he, that 
would escape the calamity of fire, must be careful not 
to strike the sparlcs which enkindle it. 

The only remedy for all these evils is true religion. 
This, so far as it is embraced, brings ^ glory to God^ 
peace on earth, and good-will toward men :' Luke ii. 
14. The slightest acquaintance with the doctrine and 
example of our Saviour, must convince every unpreju- 
diced mind of th^ir boly and heavenly tendency : and 
the tendency of this religion is a sufficient proof that it 
came from Heaven, and leads to it^again ; if no other 
proof could be given. 

^ From whence come wars and fightings among ns,' 
but from the wjpint of that mind which our Master pos- 
sessed and recommended? Such a mind would put an 
end to tbode bickerings and jealousies, which render 
families so wretched. Christianity teaches iis to sufier 
ills, not to idiflict them ; and to give ^good measure and 
running over,' rather than nicely to consider what was 
agreed for. . 

But, whatever price we pay for peace, it must never 
be. purchased at the expense of Ttuth. The quiet c^ 
iome persons b little more than a^tote of confederacy. 
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or agreement ia wrong sentiments and bad practices. 
4s it is my duty to warn you of whatever is wrong in 
general, let me add, that there is nothing wrong in the 
character of man, which a serious reader of his BiUs 
will not find described, U^ether with its danger and 
remedy. ' 

Let m^ also remind you to value and improve your 
time ; for, as somebody has observed, <^ It is with oar 
time as with our money, a good husband makes a little 
go a great way P' Spare minutes taken care of, turn U> 
great account at the year's end ! Waste not then the 
leisure you have (especially on the Sunday) in so 
wretched and unprofitable a manner as many do ; but 
gather up your fhtgmeots of time for present improve- 
ment and eternal happiness; and endeavour, in im* 
proving .opportunities, to imitate a great character of 
former times, who, when almost expiring, hearing soma 
persons discoursing in a low tone of voice, said, " Speak 
out, that I may learn something m<Hre before I die." 



CHAPTER V. 

RELIGIOK. 



I HAVE hitherto spoken principally on those subjects 
which relate to your comfort and character in this 
World. I should, however, perform but a smaU part of 
my duty, and but ill fulfil the profession of a friend, 
were I to confine my advice only to the present moment* 
iTo give a man directions for travelling comfortably is 
worth somethiQg; but how insufiicient will this be, if 
we neglect to point out the right road in which he is 
to travel ! Even a rough and dreary way, which leads 
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to oar Father's house, is iar better than a smooth and 
pleasant path, which leads to the abode of an enemy. 

I come, therefore, lo speak on the subject of that Re- 
ligion which I mentioned at the conclusion of the last 
chapter ; and which is no other than a state of friend- 
ship with God : which raises a high and lively expecta- 
tion in our hearts on the security of his own truth : 
which brings present life and peace^ Rom. viii. 6 ; and, 
like a river, refreshes and fertilizes every place through 
which it flows. 

Religion, moreover, {particularly invites .your regard, 
as it is a blessing common to the rich and poor. " It 
is at church that the poor man lifts up his head." 
Providence has appointed many distinctions in other 
things, all which a Christian is satisfied with on this 
very account, that as they are but transient in them- 
■dves, so they are appointed of God for wise purposes ; 
but, in the grand and eternal concern, you have the 
same privileges and promises which are proposed to 
your master. For, as the natural Sun shines into the 
room of the meanest servant with the same splendour 
and warmth as into the master's, so the ' Sun of Right- 
eousness' ariseth, without any respect of persons, upon 
their hearts. 

Lest, however, you should fall into the more common 
mistakes about our religion ; or lest yoii shouM be led 
away by any dangerous heresy of the day, and make 
shipwreck of that faith for which oiir reformers so ear- 
nestly strove and so willingly bled : I entreat your at- 
tention while I discourse further on. a subject, which, in 
its importance, infinitely exceeds every other: * For the 
things which are seen are temporal; but the things 
which ar? not seen are eternal :' 2 Cor. iv. 18. 

Christianity, then, is more than a reputable profes- 
^sioHi a jiigt notion, or a regular/orw, however valuable 
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these may be in themselres : to mistake it for these, is 
like mistaking ao imaige for a man, or the shadpto of 
any thing for the thing Itsdf. . It is more than an out- 
ward reformation: for this is but lopping off the 
branches of a bad tree, while the root reotiaiDS to ^oot 
afresh. 

It is also moreihaa < doing our duty toward one an- 
other :' for to stop here, would be like regarding your 
fellow-servants while you forgot your Master. Yea, wc 
shall fall short of our naark, if we only regard what we 
are to 'do for our great Master himself:' since the 
Gospel principally discovers what 'he hath done' for us: 
and this discovery is declared to be of such importance, 
that our eternal state depends Upon the regard we pay 
to it: Mark xvL 15, 16. If, indeed, our religicn Were 
not more than some moralists teach, the figurative 
atonements made before Christ came, and the real one 
made by him on the cross, would not only be an im- 
mense, but unnecessary expense ; and the promise of a 
Divine Spirit and a new heart, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, un- 
accountable. On the other hand, the cross of Christ, 
and the promise of his Spirit, point out the depth of that 
misery into which, sin has plunged us. They showj 
that * without shedding of blood* there *is no remission,' 
Heb. ix. 22 : and that, without such a repentance or 
change of mind takes place in the sinner, as may be 
compared to his being *born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God :' John iii. 3. 

To speak as plainly as I can on auch a subject, 
Christianity sets forth the benefits which fellen crea- 
tures derive from a Redeemer, who is no less thau *God 
manifest in the flesh,' 1 Tim. iii. 16 ; and these benefits 
consist in that which he wrought for them, and that 
which he works in them. At the same time it discov- 
■ ■■ - 6 . • ■ ■ ■ . - 
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ere, tbat 'without him, they can do.notbiog' for them- 
selves : John XV. 6. 

* Who,* in this respect, 'hath believed our report? 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?' F<^. 
us, if indeed we are his disciples, he ' grew up as a ten- 
der plant:' for us, 'he was despie^ and rejected of 
men :' and after speaking to our case ^s man nctver 
spake, and performing such wonders as man never 
wrought, 'our iniquity was laid upon him,^ and 'he 
was brought as a lamb to the slaughter.' There, 'for 
us men, and for our salvation, it pleased the Lord to 
bruise him, and to make his soul an offering for sin :' 
Isa. Uii. 1 — 10. ' For lis,' also, ' he gave himselfi^ Ti- 
tus ii. 14 ; and ' bare our sins in bis own body on the 
tree,' 1 Pet. ii. 24 ; ' the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God,' iii. 18 ; and, having died for 
us, for us also he rose^ ' leading Captivity <;aptive, and 
receiving, gifts for men :' Eph. iv, 8. But it was not 
only for us that he did this.: he also sends these pui^ 
chas^ gifts into our hearts. It is m t<^ that he sets up 
^ his ' kii^gdom of righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost :' Rom. xiv. 17. It is irt us that he works 
repentance, faith, hope, and love : and all those genu-* 
ine ' fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ 
to the giory and praise of God:' Phil. i. ll. This is 
that ' life of God in the soul isf man,' which is the ear* 
iiest and foretaste of life eternal : and this our Lord has 
taught us to expect, that we shall as really aqd actual* 
ly derive from himself, and receive into our hearts, as 
the branch really and actually receives lif(^ sap, or nour- 
ishment from the vine, to which it is united : John xv. 4. 
As be sat on the weD, discoursing with a womah of 
Samaria, he taught the same truth by another figure, 
when he said, ' If thou knewest the gift of God, and 
who it is tb^t saith to thee, Give me drihk, thou would* 
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est have asked of him, and he would have given thee 
living water. Whosoever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again : but whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall ^ve hiip, shall never thirst ; but the wat^r that 
I shall give him shall be in him a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life :' John iv/16, 13, M. Ac- 
cordingly^ in the great day of the feast, 5esus stood, and 
again proclaimed his best giil ; and promised to every 
thirsty soul a spring of divine and eternal fife, derived 
indeed from himself, but to spring up in th§ heart of the 
believer : and, lest his meaning should not be compre- 
hended by every one, the Evangelist adds, * This spake 
be of the Spirit, which they that believe on him shaU 
receive :^ John vii. 37 — 39. 

. Thus securing us from all we fear^ and supplying 
tts widi all we need, he becomes cbmpJetely our Sa* 

VIOITR. . .^ , 

Let me farther hint, that, by attending to these prin- 
ciples, you will be enabled to detect the moire plau^le 
errors which you meet with. Examine, when a doc* 
trine is presented, whether it does not tend to oppose, or 
t& explain awt^y one or other of these, two branches of 
Cbristianity : either what Christ does for the sinner, by 
the merit of his blood ; or what he does jn the sinner, 
by the power of his Spirit 

I cannot, indeed, in a few words, convey a more 
plain and scriptural account of these truths, than in the 
foUowing short extract from the Articles of the Church of 
England, which maintain. That '' there isa fault and cor- 
ruption in the nature of every man that natiirally is en- 
gendered of the o&pring of Adam : whereby man is very 
far gone from original righteousness, and is df his own 
nature inclined to evil." Art. ix. It is ftirther declared, 
that, ^' the condition of man, after the fall of Adam, is 
ioehy thai he cannot turn and prepare himself, by bis 

4* 
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own natural strength and good \^orks, to faith and call- 
ing upon God ; liaving no power to do good wotks , 
pleasant and acceptable to God, without his grace." 
Art X. Do you ask, '^Upon what foundation canr we 
now stand before God ?" The answer is, Upon that 
only which he himself hath laid ; for ' we are account- 
ed r^hteous before God only for the merit of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faiih ; and not for our 
own works and deservings.' Art. xi. Do you further 
ask, '^ Of what value then are these works of ours, dnce 
they cannot justify us before God F The Church w^ 
• replies, ^' Albeit, that good works, which are the fruits 
of faith, ^nd follow after justification, cannot put away 
our sins, and endure the severity off God's judgment; 
yet are they {^easing and aoceptaUe to God in Christ; 
and do spring out necessarily of a^true and lively Fliith ; 
insomuch, that by them A lively faith may be as evi- 
dently known as a tree discerned by the fruit." Art. xii. 

If this be Christianity, let the reader stop and inqtlire 
what he knows of it. Let him seriously reflect on the 
course of his life ; on hi^ views and his^ hopes : that is*, 
Jet him honestly examine his heart, and ccMisider whether 
be has not been hitherto wandering far from the ways 
and counsel of Qodi Undone, as we must be, till we 
find out our condition as transgressors.of a holy law, and 
discover a hope of mercy, / thi^oi^h the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus,' yet with what uneoncern are 
these; great points treated ? Though we naturajly wan- 
der like lost sheep, who among us has actually returned 
to * the Shepherd. and Bishop pf our souls.?' And yet, 
strange to sayj who does not expect to be considered as,, 
a Christian .? * Lord, what is man, that thou shouldest 
be thus mindful of him ?'— and, What is mah, that he 
should be so unmindful of thee and of himself? 

For full satisfaction on these and leas important pdnta 
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in religfion, search the Scriptures. It is our tx>rd's own 
direction, John v. 39 ; and it is recorded, to the honour 
of some people at Berea, that they were 'more noble' 
than those in Thessalonica, not only in ' that they ro- 
oeiyed the word with all readiness of mind ;* but that, 
instead of listening to senseless prejudice and rash op- 
position, like their neighbours, < they searched the Scrip- 
tures daily,, whetlier these things were so.:' Acts xvii. 11. 
Let me entreat you to imitate the noUer mind of this 
ingenuous people, (^specially as your Bible contains not 
only these leading truths, but a variety of examples, 
directions, and encouragements, connected with them. 
It not only leads, but animates : it not only discovers, 
but supports ; and, therefore, is to be the constant ' lamp 
to your feet, and light to your paths,' Ps. cxix. 106 — ^the 
staff upcn which you are to lean every step of your 
way. 

My design in mentioning these truths, is to remind 
the members of our Church of their principles ; to placs . 
the feet of the inexperienced in the ancient track, and 
to put them upon their guard. For want of caution, 
and some assistance at first setting out, well-meaning 
people have been miserably perplexed and discouraged 
in their course, or drawn aside by seducers : for, ' while 
men slept, , tbi^ enemy came and sowed tares:' Matt. 
xiii25. 



CHAPTER yi. 

PREJUDICES. 



From what has been stated, it plainly appears that 
Religion is a lively tree^ bearing heavenly fruits; ''the 
planting of the Lord, in which he will be glorified:' 

6* 
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Isa. Ixi. 3 : his noblest and roost expensive work. It 
is no wonder^ then, that the great adversary of God and 
man should be ever raising prejudices against it : not 
indeed against the ffrrm^ but against the power of god- 
liness. Among other objections which I have not room 
to mention, none is more common than that which rej^ 
resents serious religion as the death of happiness and 
the grave of business; and of this, you will not fail to 
have certain instances pointed out as proofs. 

But those instances are impositions. Th^y are not 
the effects of true religion, but of the reverse : ' for the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance :' 
Gal. V. 22, 23. Are these terms for wretchedness? or, 
are these fruits likely to produce it J 

A penitent, indeed, like the jctitor, may, upon being 
awakened to a sense of his danger, express this sense 
with terror, and anxiously cry out, < What must I do to 
be saved ?' Acts xvi. 30. And a backslider, like Peter^ 
cut to the heart with a sense of bis ingratitude, may, 
for a while, seek a retreat where he may go aside to 
weep bitterly. There is a season of correction, a time 
to mot/.m, Bed. iii. 4, which, like a dark cloud to the 
husbandman, is generally followed by a fruitful season* 
What wisfdom would there have been in any of us, if 
we had never known sorrow ? but, though such a ' weep- 
ing endureth for a night, joy cometh in the morning :' 
Ps. XXX. 5. A true, solid, abiding satisfaction ! liable, 
indeed, like eyery thing below, to interruptions ; but such 
as a man feels upon the recovery of his health, through 
a salutary though painful course of medicine. No one 
ever deemed such an one unhappy, because he under- 
went some pain in order to a sound cure. . ^ 

A Christian of a peevish or melancholy turn may be 
found ; but, like a tiee without its. proper fruit, though 
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be may be aliVe, he is not well. We are not allowed 
to call bim a dectd or bdd tree, because he does not 
flourish for the present season ; but, for the same reason^ 
we cannot say he is a healthy one ; or, in another view, 
such ^Christian is yet a ehild^ and therefore imperfect 
in measure : he is also at scliod, and has not thoroughly 
learned his lesson. 

^IVue religion is the life, health, and education of the 
soul ; and whoever truly possesses it, is strengthened 
with peculiar encouragement for every good word and 
worki Surely, if any thing can warm and animate the 
heart of man, and enable him to bear up under diffi- 
culties, it must be an assurance that ^ the eternal God is 
bis refuge,' and that ' the everlasting arms are under- 
neath him,' Deut. xxxiii. 27: that 'all things. shall 
work together for his good,' Rom. vii. 28 : and that his 
'light affliction, which is but for ^ moment, shall work 
for bim a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory :' 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

Admitting that other.men have their hopes and joys, 
can they be compared with these? 'Their' comforts 
depend upon their * corn, and wine' and ' oil increasing :* 
but a believer can say, 'Though the fig-tree shall not 
blossom, neither shall fruit be ifi the vines, and the 
labour of the olive shall fail ; yet I will rejoice in the 
Ijord : I will joy in the Qod of my salvation :' Hab. iti. 
17,18. 

I entreat you, therefore, henceforward to consider re^ 
ligion as the true spring of solid happiness ; it consist- 
ently bids its disciples to rejoice alway, Phil. iv. 4: 
because it affords them matter for rejoicing under the 
h>ss of all things ; " in the^ hour of death, and in the 
day of judgment F' ; 

As to the artide of biisM^ss, for what is not a re%iou8 
man prepared, which he can be called? The /ear 
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of God fits him to be entrusted ; the fatwer. of God 
raiseB and animates his expectations : the promise of 
God supports him under difficulties : the y?ord of God 

' g^y^ general direction to his steps; and the blessing 
of God attends them. Tou shall, however, not take mjr 
word for this : you shall see the fact. 

Compare any irreligious servant with that servant of 
Abraham whose character is recorded in Gen. xxiv. 
What a holy acquaintance had this man formed w^ith 
his God! what reliance on his providence! what fideh'ty 
to his master !' what, diligence I what real -dignity of ^ 
character, though in service ! 'He ruled over all that 
Abraham bad,' but forgot not that he was still Abra- 
ham's servant. Entrusted with a business of the last 
importance, he conducted it as his own: or, as the 
Apostle' speaks, ' with singleness of heart, as unto the 
Lord :' Eph. vL 5. As he approached the place of his 
business, ^ he made the camels to kneel down without 
the city, by a well of water ;' and knowing from whom 
all our help cometh, he said, * O Lord God of my master 
Abraham/ 1 pray tfcee send me good speed this day, and 
show kindness mito my master.' On observing signs 
of success in answer to. his prayer, he blesses the God 
of his master ; and, on his business being successfully 
concluded, he again ' worships the Lord ;' — transacting 
his concerns more with God than with man, and mixing 
prayer with praise in every stage of it. 

Nor suppose that he was less diligent because be was 
80 devout: 'fervent in spirit,' he was not ^slothful in 
business:' Rom. xii. 11. An idle enthusiast may dis- 
gmce religion, and a real Christian may have his faults : 
but religion itself is the friend of business. It directs 
it : it transacts it honourably :, it generally sectires suc^ 

^ -C^s to it. Doing business with diligence and truth 
appears to haVe been a^iart of this man's religion. He, 
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and the men that were with him, 'tarried that night; 
and they arose up in the morninff, and he said,. Send 
me kway unto my master.' And when the brother and 
the mother of the danasel, whom he had sought in mar- 
riage for his master's son, would have detained him a 
few days, * he said unto them. Hinder me not, seeing 
the Lord hath prospered my way. gend me away, that 
I naay go to my master.' 

Now compare, as I said, the wisdom and worth of this 
servant of God, with the folly and falsehood of ^uch a 
slave to gold as Gehazi, 2-Kings, v., and you will per- 
ceive, that, when Christ said, * Take my yoke,' Matt, 
xi. 29, or enter into my service, he showed ns the only 
way to freedom, usefulness, happiness, or rest. 

Great excellence, indeed, in any station, has always 
been rare ; nor should thei characters whom„I am about 
to mention, merely as models for imitiatiotf, be made 
standards to measure others by, pr become occasions of 
discouragement to any* Such cpmpaYisons would be' 
odious. Many, who are trtily sincere as Christians, and 
valuable as servants, fall short of others in certain re^ 
spects. Our Lord calls that ground good^ which brought 
jForth but thirty ; though other ground produced sixty 
and a hundred fold : Matt. xiii. 23. Yet excellence is 
not confined to any age ; and servunts^ like/Abi'aham's, 
may be found even in this. / '. 

Some years ago I became acquainted with ^servant, 
whom I shall call Lucius : one, who, knowing the hu- 
man heart in its deceitfulness and depravity, Jer. i^vii. 9, 
stood indeed before his God, like the publican ' smiting 
upon his breast ;' but, before his Master, he stood with 
an integrity and diligence, which his master had long 
observed, and which at length gained his entire con- 
fidence. . Lord ♦***♦♦ thought and talked of Christianity 
like many more who have it yet to learn; but he was 
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coDfltrained to admire its effects in bis servant Lucitia. 
He saw in him evident marks (^ the fear of God ; of the 
consolations of the goejiel ; of the truth which it enjoir^s, 
and the devotion wliich it inspires : but, while he bebdid 
all this as a singular matter of fact, maintained and ex- 
ercised in a house like his, he was equally struck in 
observing, that Lucius was one of the most humble and 
attentive of his domestics, and no le^ eminent as ar 
servant than as a saint The unbelieving Lord (for 
who can change the heart but God only ?) continued, 
while he Uved, to advance and vindicate the Christian 
servant : and, dying, bequeathed a solid testimony to 
his virtue. 

Them that honour God he will honour: 1 Sam. ii. , 
30. And he will send the honour by what hand he 
{deases. 

To Lucius, the servants also looked as to a comnu)n 
friend or brother : he instructed theni : he assisted them : 
he reconciled them : he was their example ; and, if there 
were any more foolish and profligate, than the rest, he 
had the honour of their reproach. I need only to add, 
that I mention this fact, as well as the former, to show 
l^ow honourable a part such servants sustain in society; 
to show that true religion is the same in every age ; to 
exhibit the /fruits of genuine Christianity, wherever it is 
found ; and to encourage servants to higher aiins than ; ^ 
they usually etitertain. , 



Digitized 



by Google 



FHUBKOLY. ADVIC£ TO 8£RVANT8« 71 

CHAPTER m 

I»1ETT ENCOURAGED. 

As those, who have been awakened to a serious re- 
gard for their salvation are Hkely. to b6 among the first 
who take up such a Tract as this, their character ou^ht 
to be particularly remembered in it ; for their dangers, 
as well as their privileges, are peculiar ; throughout this 
chapter, therefore, I speak to sa6h only. 

And let me aiOectionately entreat you, my Christian 
Friends, ^ to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
you are called, with all lowliness and meekness :^ Epbi 
iv. ly i. While you~are the servants of God, be careful 
never, to forget that he has appointed you to be also the 
servants of man> One duty shoiild nev^r be opposed 
to another duty. Our religion teaches us to adorn our 
station : not to forget it. Beware, therefore, of the error 
of those, who, upoUr^ taking up a religious profession, 
have become conceited, forward, and unmindful of that 
order and decorum which God has appointed for the 
well-being of society. 

Instead of disgusting your master by such a conduct, 
endeavour, by every lawful means, but by no other 
whatever, to secure a place in hw esteem, as well as in 
bis house ; and, in order to this, let your diligence be 
as his right band, and your care as his right eye. 
Study his temper and his interest, and your own will 
be studied at the same time. 

< A certain centurion's servant, who was dear to him, 
was sick, and ready to di^. jind when be heard of Je- 
sus, he sent linto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching 
him to come aad heal his servant:' Lukem 2y 3* 
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You may here remark, how dear a servant may render 
himself to his employer; and how (jrod causes one good 
(^ce to be repaid by another. 

But 1 will come nearer home. Lydia is the savant 
of a small family, whose mistress I lately visited after a 
long illness. '' Sir,*^ said she, ^' the girl who has just 
left the room, is a greater comfort to me than I can ex- 
press. She watches me with the affection of 4 daugh- 
ter, and the care of a nurse. When rpy complaints 
make me peevish, she contrives something to sooth joae. 
I often observe her taking pains to discover what would 
add to my comfort^ and often am presented with- the 
thing I wish for, before I express it in words, t I live 
without suspicion : for I perceive her to be conscientious, 
even to scrupulosity. My chief complaint is, that she 
takes so 'much jcare of me, that J cannot make her take 
sufficient care of herself." . / 

" I have observed," said I, " her attention at church, 
as well as^ when waiting upon you,?' 

"My servant," continued she, "is H. Christian ; and, 
in my late distress, afforded me her prayers "bs well as 
bfer tears. ' Heir parents were too poor to give her afty 
education ; but she has taught herself to read, and fre- 
quently reads the Scriptures to me. Now and then, 
while she is reading, her h^rt is, to6 full to be quite si- 
lent on the passage ; and then she droJ)S an expression 
or two, accompanied with such simplicity and meaning, 
as to bring to ray mind thos6 Words, 'I thank thee, Q 
Ffither, Lord of Heaven and Earth,: that thou hast hid 
these things ftom the wise .and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed therti unto babes :' Luke x. 21, In short, I es- 
teem her one of the most valuable gifts t ever received 
from an indulgent Providence j and never could have 
supposed that so mucli of my comfort depended on the 
faithfulness and care of a poor servant." 
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After saying some things to encourage this worthy 
girl, as I passed her in going away. I could not help 
saying also lo rayself, -^How much better do these re- 
tired virtues deserve recoiiding than those splendid mis- 
chiefs which historians call up all their eloquence to 
adorn !" 

But, to return. Are you in prosperous circumstan* 
oes ? Be careful, lest you forget Him who pTaced you 
in them, and lest you abuse these advantage to the 
dishonour of your best Friead. Often recollect, that 
you keep your presjsnt station during his pleasure : and 
consider, with pious Nehetniah, that every heart is in 
his hand, and every gift at his disposal. 

And here^ by the way, is another instance of a man, 
who found that earthly business is never so well con<- 
ducted, as by heavenly wisdom. He had a most ardu- 
ous undertaking before him ; but, with God for his 
helper, he despaired not of success. He requested his 
master that he might be permitted to pursue his under- 
taking ; but secretly looked to God alone for the answer 
which he was to receive. WhUe he presented wine to 
the king,'h6 worshipped a greater King !— even one, who, 
he knew, * turns the hearts o( kings as the rivers of wa- 
ter:' Prov. xxi. 1. Bitter enemies opposed him ; but a 
man like Nebemiah always knows what to do with hia 
enemies : he puts them into God's hand, while he walks 
wisely and uprightly before them. Admirable was his 
conduct, when he found some (whom they might call 
of his ow^n sect) acting amiss. With a holy indigna- 
tion he testified against their abuses, though they were 
engaged with him in the same general design : be ex- 
pected no success but in the way of righteousness ; and, 
in this way, he found it. 

Let us Uiank God that he hath given such ezample0 
7 
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as these for every statioa in life ; and then let us heg 
for grace to imitate them. 

Should your present station be discouraging, trust 
God and act uprigblly, and you shall succeed at length 
even beyond your expectations. I may entourage 
every pious servant, as Elisha did the young man 
that served him : < Fear not : for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them :' 2 Kings vi. 16. 
It was in a patient, faithful service, under haxd treat- 
xnent, that Jacob found a friend ^ to plead his cause, 
which his master could not but notice: ' I haye learned,' 
said Laban, ^ by experience, that the Lord hath blessed 
ine for thy sake f Gen. xxx/ 27. The blessing <rf 
Abraham was the portion of Jacobs and, we are as- 
sured, shall be equally the portion of every Christian, to 
the end of time; for Mf ye be Christ's, then are ye 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.:' 
Gal. iii. 29. 

Read what a train of difficulties Joseph had to en- 
counter. Hated by his brethren, — felsely accused by 
his mistress, — and imprisoned for his integrity, still, like 
Uhe moon walking in brightness,' he continued to shine 
through a disastrous night : securely relying on him 
'who cannot lie;' and who promises to make 'all things 
work together for good, to them that love him :' Ebm* 
viii. 28. 

Affliction is a school in which a good man learns not 
only to be wise; but, in the end, to be thankful. I 
have somewhere read of a poor servant or rfave, who, 
under great severity, had fled from the worst of masters 
to the best. I mean he had sought rest in the bosom 
of Jesus Christ, the common Friend of the weary and 
heavy laden. This man was so impressed with a sense 
pf the. benefits which he had derived from his afflic- 
tions, that, lying on his death-bed, and seeing his mas- 
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ter standing by, h» eagerly caqght the bands of his op* 
pressor, and kissing them, said, "These hands have 
brought me to Heaven." 

In dark and perplexing cases, study the histories of 
Jacob, Joseph, Nehemiah, Daniel, and other eminent 
characters v^rho lived in difficult services; and learn 
from them to trust, where you cannot trace, the designs 
of Providence. If at any time you are discouraged in 
your endeavours to please man, look toOod; he will 
accept the feeblest service done for his sake: he is easy 
to be pleased, though man is not. He rends the rocks, 
but wUl not ' break a bruised reed :' Isa. xlii. 3. He 
inha^bits eternity, and he dwells also in ^ the bumUe and 
contrite heart :' I^. Ivii. 15. 

A Christian servant considers his work sis appointed 
of God, though delivered to^ him by the hand of man : 
he is, therefore, found servingGod in his worldly service ; 
performing it, not only as ia hisj sight, but also as his 
tuUL And this softens his yoke, and removes the mis- 
take of his service being a meanness or a drudgery: 
since he knows that it is both the honour and the joy 
of angels to dp their Lord's will ; whether it be to crush 
an immense army, like Sennacherib's, 2 Kings xix. 36, 
or, to wait upon a poor prisoner, like Peter : Acts xii. 7. 

One of the wisest of the ancient philosophers (wjio 
nevertheless lived and died in service) observes, That 
" here, as in a theatre, every one of us has his proper 
part allgtted to him : nor should we regard who is ap- 
pointed to act the prince, or who the beggar ; who the 
master, or who the servant ; but who shall perform his 
own part best." And a wiser than he exhorts, *-Art 
thou called being a servant ! Care, not for it :' that is, 
it is a small and momentary consideration to one who 
has such views and hopes as a Christian : ' fpr he, that 
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IS called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's free- 
man :' 1 Cor. vii. 21, 22. 

It is also such a servants comfort to know, that, what- 
ever part or service he is appointed to perform, and 
whatever present discouragements he meets, his 'labour 
shall not be in vaiij in the Lord :' 1 Cor. xv. 58. He is 
a master who may raise vast expectations in the hearts 
of his servants, but he cannot disappoint the least. 
The dying reflection of a servant of one of our English 
kings is full of instruction to us all in this respect. 
Strjpt in his old age of that honour and wealth to which 
be had been raised, and to which few subjiscts ever at- 
tained, he justly exclaimed, " Had I but Served my God 
as faithfully as I have served my master, he would not 
have forsaken me in my grey hsurs." 



CHAPTER Vm. 

. DISCRETION. ^ 

Should it be your lot to dwelt where disorder and 
profaneness prevail, and where your serious views and 
conscientious regard to God and his word may be scorn- 
ed, be in nothing * terrified by your adversaries : which 
is to them an evident token of perdition ; but to yon of 
salvatioh, and that of God : for to you it is given in be- 
half of Christ,*not only to believe on him, but also to 
sufler for his sake :' Phil. i. 28, 29. 

Endeavour also to derive instruction even from such 
scenes as these : for every placfe is a school to the wise. 
Observe how evei'y thing proves the value of religion. 
See hew man sinks into ruin and wretchedness as he 
forsakes his God. Observe in wb^t ja variety of ways 
the corruption of nature breaks out, particularly in the 
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tongue; llhat world of iniquity:' James iii. 6. Mark 
bow vile a slavery sin is ; and bow degraded a charac- 
ter every man" becomes^ wbo lives tinder its dominion : 
forgetting God, like the prodigal, he forgets himself; ^ 
and wanders on, eommihing ^outrages against every 
thing sacred and seripus. Obs^^e also, that these very 
outrages, like the ravings of a poor lunatic against his 
friends and his remedies, not only show the pitiaUa 
condition in which he 4ies ; but may serve also to re- 
mind you of the value of that relief and cure which the 
Gospel afibrds ; a remedy, which the unhappy scoffer so 
much despises, and bo much needs : you know that it 
would bring him back to a Father: you feel that it 
would bring him to himself. Need I add here, that 
such a wretched state of things is a constant occasion 
of gratitude to a Christian for his own deliverance ; and 
should teach him continually to cry, "*What shall I 
render to the Lord for all his benefits V Ps. cxvii^ 12 ;. 
and how shall I best recommend these benefits to 
others ?" 

On' this subject permit me to drop a few hints. 

In whatever circumstances you live, endeavour to do 
all the good you can, with the least harm : and^ to this 
end, be carefub that the face of your profession be as 
sober and amiable a& possible: 'walking in wisdom 
toward them that are without,' Col. iv, 5 : or as the 
Psalmist expresses it, * I will behave myself wisely in 
a perfect way:' Ps. ci. 2, There is a "crude or unripe 
sort of piety, which indeed ought not to be mistaken for 
hypocrisy, but is so like it^ that the mistake ifi easily 
made; 

The following account, given m^ by one, whom from 
the frankness of his acknowledgments, I ought to call 
Honestus, will sufficiently explain what I meaiv: — 

" Though, at my first tetting out in religion,^' said he, 
- - 7* 
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<' I was sincere in the maiq, I was yet so enthusiastic 
and conceited, so harsh and untractable, that my most 
candid acquaintance scarcely knew what to make of 
me. I mistook a stiff and whimsical singularity for 
Christian simplicity ; little suspecting the temper which 
lurked under it When I had been rude, I called it 
Faithfulness ; and, when I suffered for my rashness or 
imprudence, I supposed it was for righteousness' sake. 
Other Christians met persecution; but 1 invited it : 
others left the world ; but I quarreUed with it So little 
did I consider the time and place for serious things, and 
introduced them in so strange and improper a way, that 
when I tried to make my friends serious, I often pro- 
voked them to smile ! . 

"These mistakes," said he, ** while they took away 
all weight from my character, occasioned disgust at 
other things in me, which were scriptural and praise- 
worthy ; and made me rather a hindrance to the cause 
of religion than a help : for, while I justly lamented the 
errors of those I lived with, I forgot that I, in some 
measure, promoted the very errors I lamei^ted. 1 con- 
sidered not, that for want of mixing good sense with 
good things^ I myself became a sort of argument for 
Uieir vanity and extravagance* Were they checked at 
any time pn these accounts, they immediately cried, 
' What ! would you advise us to imitate Honestus ?' " 

They, who have the cause of true religion at heart, 
cannot but be grieved when they 9ee it thus misreprcr 
seoted ; and that, not only by designing hypocrites, but 
by men^who, like Honestus, really mean well. Chris- 
tianity is indeed plain, but not rude; simple, but not 
absurd ; mOTtilied, but not morose. If the Christian is 
a ^pilgrim and astranger upon earth,' Heb. oti, 13, he is 
also, like Abraham among the sons of Heth, Geo. xxiii., 
lobe a wise and amiable stranger. He should be too 
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simple, to fall into aflfectation : too real a character, to 
act apart:' and too well acquainted with the evil of 
ofTences, Matt, xviii. 17, to raise them unnecessarily. la 
a word, he is ' not to be as the hypocrites, who disfigure 
their faces, Matt. vi. 16 ; nor as those fanatics, who by 
setting up one truth against another, disfigure the Gos- 
pel. It is as the Apostle speaks, ' By manifestation of 
the truth,' that is the whole truth, practical as well as 
doctrinal, that we < commend ourselves' and our re- 
ligion * to every man's conscience in the sight of Grod :' 
2 Cor. iv, 2. 

Above all, when you treat of religious subjects avoid 
passionate or rude expressions : not only because they 
are a disgrace to your profession : but, also, because . 
they will defeat your yery design: *for the wrath of 
man worketh not the righteousness of God :' James i. 20. 

Whenever you are called to give an account of your 
religious profession, or of any particular step which you 
are obliged to take for conscience sake, endeavour to 
pommend yourself to the conscience of the inquirer, es- 
peciajly by the manner of your reply. The Scripture, 
which teaches us to be ready to answer such inquiries, 
charges us also to da it with ' meekness and fear:' 1 
Pet- iii. 15. 

Elizabeth found shex^ould be spared at no time on 
the Sunday to attend the public worship of God, and 
theirefore felt it her duty to seek another place. The. 
lady with whom she lived questioned her on this only 
act. Elizabeth was humble, and naturally backward 
to speak : but being pressed ' to open her mind, she 
{Mainly stated what she felt ; — her regard to God's com- 
mand, the benefit she had found in attending his house, 
the value of the soul, the awfuf approach of eternity, and 
the 8hor(,ness and trncertainty of the time allotted her 
to prepare for it. Sfre mentioned also "the exceeding 
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great love of her Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ 
in dying for her, and the inniimerable benefits obtained 
thereby." 

But what more particularly leads me to mention this 
case, is the Christian-Hke spirit with which her zeal was 
attended. 

"You seem to be very sincere,*' said the lady, "and 
I cannot but respect your piety ; but, on many ac- 
counts, I should not choose to alter the rules of my 
femily." 

" Madam," she replied, " though I am obliged to leave 
you, I hope I shall never forget the many kindnesses I 
have received. In many things you have treated me 
more like a mother than like a^raistress. I can truly 
say, That your favour is more to me than that of any- 
one except God's: but he tells me, That I have a soul 
which must be saved or lost for ever. I find I cannot 
live without hope, and I can have no hope but in his 
ways. May he abundantly bless yon and your family, 
while I trust him to provide for me I" 

As I have been speaking throughout this chapter to 
such only as make a serious profession of religion, I 
hope that what has been said will be sufficiently plain 
to them. ' 

And may the mistakes which I have mentioned, and 
many others which I have not room to notice, b^ far re- 
moved from your character, my Christian Friends ! In- 
stead of such doubtful appearances, 'do all things with- 
out murmurinj^s and di$putings, that ye may be blame- 
less an;l harmless, as the sons of God, without rebuke, 
in the mirlirJt of a t rooked and perverse nation, among 
wliom,' 1 pray earnestly that ye inay < shine as lights in 
the world:' Phil. ii. 14, 16. 
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CHAt>TER IX 

S^TABLE SCRIPTURES. 

To assist you as Christian servants in the noblest of 
all aims, I shall, in this chapter, collect together those 
passages of Scripture which were written for your par- 
ticular use. You will have them here Jn one view, arid 
at hand: and I wish you to giet them hy heart, as infal- 
lible rules for your conduct a»d comfort. 

It will be profitable also for you often to reflect upon 
ihem as part of the very profession which you make 
among men. 

It is as if you said to the r^t of mankind, ' Choose 
ye whom ye will serve :' but, as for us, we are the fol- 
lowers of one, who, with the greatest promises, has con- 
nected the following commands ; and which, as his 
disciples, we receivers out rules of action : — * Servants, 
be obedient to thbm that are your masters according to 
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness '. of 
your * heart, as unto Christ : not with eye-serviee, ais 
men-pleasers : but as the sehrants of Christ, doing the 
will of God from the heart ; with good-will doing ser-. 
vice, as to^the Lord, and not to men; knowing that 
whatsoever good thing any matr doeth, the same shall 
he receive of the Lord, wh(Bther he be bond or free :' 
Eph. vi^ 5 — 8. 

Again: 'Let as many servants as are under the 
yoke, count their own masters worthy of all honour^ 
that the name of God and his doctrine be not blas- 
phemed : and they that have believing masters, let 
them not despise them' (or pay them less respect) ^be- 
cause they are brethren ; but rather do them service, 
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because tbey are feithful and beloved, partakers of the 
benefit These thiogs teach and exhort:' 1 Tim. 
vll,2. 

A high expectation in entering the hoyse, even of a 
believing Mastery is often the forerunner of disappoint- 
ment : and a high spirit will not only disorder an/ 
house ; but will afterward vent itself in complaints, and 
multiply scandals. 

Martha called upon me in trouble, and out of place ; 
and I could plainly perceive, even from her own ac- 
count, how much her troubles arose from her miscon- 
duct. She had hastily left a former service, where she 
enjoyed every reasonable privil^e, in order to enter 
the house of a wealthy citizen, where her own religions 
views were embraced. Martha had newly taken up a 
profession of religion : but had not learned much more 
than half her lesson. She needed the advice before giv- 
en, about changing places ; and though she was zeal- 
ous for some Sciiptures, she had overlooked others; 
particularly such as I am collecting in this chapter. 

Martha had indeed read. That 'if any man seem to 
be religious, and bridle not his tongue,' such a ' man\{ 
religion is vain,' James i. 26 : yet the defects which she 
saw in the family (and what family is free from de^ 
fects ?) she scrupled not ta censure, both at home and 
abroad. Instead of charitably covering, or patiently 
healing any disorder, she thoughtlessly inflamed it: 
and, where- Humility would have been silent, or where 
Tenderness would have contrived an apology, she was 
top ready to accuse, and too eager to relate. She ex- 
pected many allowances in such a house, but made 
ifew. With great imperfections herself, she wondered 
to find them in others ; and, while she complained that 
the Gospel was not more adorned in a professing ftimily, 
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she forgot that one oi its chief ornsuxients is 'a meek 
and quiet spirit/ 

Did Martha mean that Hhe name of God and his 
doctrine should be blasphemed ' by all this? Certainly 
not. But why did she not consider to what such a 
conduct as her's must lead ? 

I would fain hope that this character is not yery 
common ; but knowing that it really exists, I could 
not but point out the evil of it. Is Martha, after all^ a 
Christian ? Many wSl doubt it : it would be well if 
she doubted it herself. Certain it is, tbat if she be one, 
the further she advances in Christianity, the more bit- 
terly will she lament her present mistakes. 

Let us return again to the words of the Apostle, rec* 
dlecting what he adds to those last quoted : ' If any 
man teach otherwise, and consent not to ^whoJesotne 
words, even the wprds of otir Jaord Jesus Christ, and the . 
doctrine which is accordi;ig to^ godliness, he is proud> 
knowing nothing.' I Tim. vi. 3^ 4. 

' Exhort servants to be obedient to their own masters, 
and to please them well in all things ; not answering 
again: not purloining, but showing all good fidelity ; . 
thai they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things :'* Tit ii. 9, 10. 

If others say, '' I am disposed to act well wheii I am 
treated well,*^ a Christian should recollect, that the con* 
duct above mentioned is enjoined, ' not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward : for this is thank- 
worthy, if a man for conscience' sake ' toward Godj 
endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is 
it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take 
it patiently? but, if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, 
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For 
even hereunto were^ ye called :' 1 Pet. ii. 18 — ^21. 

Bear with me then, my Christian friends, while in 



Digitized 



by Google 



84 MISCfiErtANllCS. 

lovtt I warn you to reflect, that if, instead of n^ardin^ 
this your profession, any one of you should leave the 
parlour with murmurs, — ^if he should enter among his 
fellow-servants with angry and reproachful expressions, 
when his will is crossed, or his.conduct blamed, — if he 
should slight the family-worshf|), because it mky not be 
Gonductsd exactly to his taste, — if he should make light 
of a stated agreement or contract, or forget that the in- 
ordinate ^ lore of money is the root of all evil,' 1 Tim. vi. 
10, and prepares the heart for evef^ thing that is mean 
and folse,-^if he should be found wasting, or making 
away with that which is entrusted to h^ care, and em- 
ploying a secrecy in it which proves the' guilt ; in a 
word, if he should not be distinguished from other ser- 
vants by his regard to the scriptural rules which I have 
just mentioned, upon what ground are they to take him 
for a Christian ? and how is the doctrine of God our 
3aviour to be adorned or recommended by him ? 

I affectionately entreat you abo to reflect, how aW« 
ful the case, if any of you should thus become their 
Stumbling-block! or lead th^m to suppose that Chris- 
tianity is rather a name or notion that pufls up ita 
possesB6rs, than that holy religion which the Scriptures 
describe ! I say, Reflect how awful it is for a Christiati 
profesior thus to become a witness against Christianity, 
and ail assistant to ^ the god of this world ' in < bliading 
the minds of them that believe not !' 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

Here, methinks, t hear a sincere lover of the truth 
say,^ "I see more clearly the nature of my calling than 
I once did ; and I feel that I also have made mistakes 
by not keeping my eye more strictly upon Scripture 
Rules. I perceive I shall do nothing right ; but as I 
• set the Lord always before me,* Ps. xvi. 8, doing service 
unto Him ; and not merely to maq, and looking unto 
Him fpr that which I am to receive, I plainly see that 
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many thiagv, in which othen allow themeelvea, ar^ 
quite contrary to my profession. If they are not faithful 
in t}>e smallest things, if they are disposed to please only 
when they are pleased, I ito called to follow and imitate 
my Heavenly Master ; taking up his cross, and sufieriog 
patiently, though it be wrongfully, as- he did before me. 
It is but a little while tbfiit I can either suffer or serve : 
a little while, and a poor servant shaU reign with Christ ! 
{jet ine then seek to glmfy Him more in iny appointed 
station ^ni only opportunity : and may my coming so 
short, even inmy bestendeavonrs, lead me to rely more 
simply and. entirely on his merits and mediation, who 
' tookupon him the form of a sm-vant^' by whose obe< 
dience alone, ^ many are made righteous,' and by whose 
poverty alone nmny can become rich P' ' 

- Let me encourage such a true disciple of Christ, by 
eonsidering what a testtmqiiy such a conduct as the 
Scriptures befiwe mentboed reccnnmend, must leave in 
every family wh^e it is really found. Men often laugh 
and scoff at a Christian, when their oonsciences are 
secretly pierced with the truth of his profession. They 
are more goaded by truth than they choooie to confess. 
Few, indeed, are so hardened in ignorance and sin, but 
at one time or other they are ready to cry, * Let nie die 
the death of the righteous ! let my last end be like his !' 
Niimb. xxiii. 10. Nor is any station so low and con- 
tracted, nor any prospects so unpromising, as to forbid 
tis to hope for success by a < patient continuance in well- 
doing,' Rom. ii. 7 : for God, who works by instruments, 
ofteQ glorifies bis power by employing such as men de- 
spise ; and, when he pleases to work by such, nothing 
can. prevent the execution of bis design. 

* Naaman, captain of. the host of the king of Syria, 
was a great man-with his master — ^but he was a leper. 
And the Syrianr bad gone out by companiaB, tmd had 
' / V 8 
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brought away captive out of tbe land of Israel a tittle 
maid: and she waited on Naaman's wife. And she 
said unto her mistress, Would' to ^ God my Lord were 
with the^propbet that is in Samaria! for he^wbuld re- 
cover him of his leprosy :' 2 Kings v. 1 — 3. 

Now^ from the simple report of this little captive, what 
surprising consequences followed ! The report is carried 
to her lord. The king of Syria sends, in ^half of hia 
fevourite officer,, to the king of Israel; and Naaman 
goes to the prophet. He is first led (and that by one 
of his seiprants) to cease from^his reasonings on a divine 
appointment : . be then submits to it : he receives health : 
he' acknowledges tbe true God: he gives him glory; ' 
^nd becomes a monument to all generaticma of the 
mighty effects, which it sometimes pleases that God to 
produce by a servant's, report ' 

Let me add here, that I have found Naaman to be 
not the" only leper reioovered by such a report I have 
known a more desperate leprosy than his healed in a- 
similar way. I have seen, ainongotfaer instances which 
I could name, otieof the most abandoned youths \ evel* 
knew, induced^ by the patient example and affectionate 
persuasi<»i of bis lather^s servant, to turn his eyes to the 
' fountain opened for sin,' Zech. xiii. 1, in the Gospel :— 
a man, whom the youth had before long scorned and 
insulted, only because, like Cain's, * his own works were 
evil, and his brother's righteous :' J/John iii. 12. 

Fear nothing) therefore, standing in your appointed. 
' station, and in a right e^irit \ nor, on any account,* let 
' thy heart ^enyy sinners' iu their ihomentary blaze: 
^ but be thou in the fear pf the Lord ail the day long : 
for surely there is an end, and thine expectation shall 
not be cut off:'^ Prov. xxiii. 17, 18. The highest and 
happiest ambition of a rational creature is t6 stand wait* 
ing for that commend^j^ioB^,' Welt done, thou good and 
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faithful servant! thoa hast be^i faithful oyer a iew 
thihgs : I will mseke tbee ruler over many things. En- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord :' Matt xxv. 21. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE IRRELIGIOUS ADDRESSED. 

As a Minister and a Friend, I must not forget those 
servaDts, who, though of very different descriptions, are 
yet at present destitule of true religion : that religion, the 
prinpiples atid spirit of which I have stated, and the dis- 
ciples of Which 1 have described. ^Sach may have read 
this Address thus ^, and ought by no means to find it 
concluded, without a special regiird to their case : a 
case, indeed, which their Minister cannot but regard 
with the tenderest compassion ; and therefore here adds 
a few reflections fof' their particular consideration and 
use. Blessed be God, our religion not only commaiids 
us to love those who differ fi-om us, but it ihfivences us 
to do it ! 

And such I would affectionately entreat to examine, 
whether, what shall be here addressed^ be not the plain 
declarations of God's holy word, quite apart, frond mat- 
ters of private opinion or doubtful disputation. All I 
wish fcH-, is to call your attention to your Bible ; — ^to 
bring forward what God has so repeatedly said, and 
what you are so unhappily disposed to forget. 

'Let me also entreat you to be wise in time ; for the 
greater part of mankind are cut off, befote they begin 
to think seriously. * They die without wisdom,' Job iv. 
21, because they die without taking warning: like 
that senator, who/ as he went to the assembly, had an 
account put into his hand by some friend, of a conspira- 

' -^ ... _ ^ ' _ ■ / Digitized by V3 O.OQ IC ■ 



99 UlttCRLl^AVlES. 

cy fonned against his life : he was, however, too much 
engaged to attend to it ; and therefore put it, for the 
present, into bb pocket. He inXended to read it the first 
opportunity ; but was stabbed before that opportunity 
came. 

It is under such an anxiety that I now put this pa- 
per into your hand. There is, indeed, a conspiracy 
formed against your life ; yea, against the dearest part 
of man, your soul. This soul is very soon to enter an 
assembly composed ^ of all nations, tongues and people,' 
standing before God, the Judge of aU. In the way, an 
Adversary (1 Pet v. 8) lies in wait to give a fatal stab 
to its everlasting happiness : rin poisons the dagger in 
his hand ; and a careless luibelieving state of mind af* 
fords him opportunity. In such circui;nstances, shall I 
scruple to warn you in the plainest terms ? God for- 
bid ! Hy silence would hazard my own safety. I 
cannot forget what was once said to a minister, < If thou 
dost not speak to warn the w^icked from his way, that 
wicked inan shall die in his iniquity; but his blood 
shall I require a^ thy hand :' Ezek. xxxiii. 8. 

The interests, therefore, of your soul are yodr dear- 
est interests. You wSl forget the loss of all other 
things ; but this loss will be irreparable, .In losing this, 
all will be lost ! ' For what shall it profit a man, if he 
should gain the wliole world, and lose bis own soul? 
Or what shall a man give in exchange /or his soul V 
Mark viii. 36, 37. 

Presumptuous minds, < blinded by the god of this 
world,' 2 Cor. iv. 4, may, indeed, seek to overwhelm 
every consideration of this-kind with scoffs and ribaldry ; 
and try to harden themselves and others against the 
evil day, by the worst of all hopes, namely, 'Hhat God 
is not to be believed.'^ But this desperato conduct taxk 
make no alteration whatever as to the things defused ; 
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the awful facts xemsiin: tkne flies apace : eCernity ap- 
proaches, whether we prepare for it or not ; and * God 
is not a man, that he should lie : nor the son of inan/ 
that he should repent :' Num. xxiii. 19. He hath de- 
clared his purpose : he hath warned us cS, our danger : 
he hath pointed out our remedy. It is his perfection^ 
that Ue cannot change, nor deny himself; and there* 
fore, he calls upon us to change ; that is, ^ to turn to 
him and live :' Ezek. xviii. 32. 

Such ask think to avoid a danger by turning their 
eyes, from^it, have been well compared to that silly 
birdf which, when closely pursued, thrusts his head 
into the sand or a thicket ; and, because he does not 
see his pursuers, vainly hopes that they have lost sight 
of him. 

But ' Wisdom crieth without, How long, ye simple 
ones, will ye love sipiplicity ? and the scorners delight 
in their scornin^r^ and foob hate knowledge t . Turn 
you at my reproof:' Prov. i. 20 — ^23. Our wisdom 
, then consists, not in shutting our eyes against a danger, 
but in opening them to discover a refuge : — not in re* 
fu€ting to.hear the charge brought against sin, saying 
with the wicked, ' Tush, thou God carest not for it ;' 
but in humbly confessing the evil ; submitting to hi$ 
account ^ it, and embracing the remedy which he hath 
provided . against it. For all > attempts to conceal or ex> 
<^use this evil are as vain as they are presumptuous : it 
meets us in the Scriptures, — ^in the history of every age, 
— ^^in the scenes of every day^ — and in our own con- 
sciejices, if they are not blind or seared. 

Man, indeed, may choose to make light of his guilt : 
but he should recollect ihat he is not to be the Judge, 
A criminal may plead for mercy : much more may he 
embrace it in any way it is offered : but in what court 
is he allowed to " decide upon his deserts ?" 
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How the Goverhor of the universe ought to punish 
sin, and what a government of infinite perfection, like. 
hi9, requires, we, insects as we are before him, can form 
DO right notions. It is foUy and presumption of the 
worst kind, when we {attempt to determine what he 
ought to do. There is but one way left fbr wisdom to 
choose : naimely, where we cannot guide ourselves, to 
accept of an InMIible Guide ; and what it is impossible 
we should know without God, to come and learn 6i God. 
When we look around us, and can see no other as- 
surance of safety, no other probable resting-piace fpr the 
sole of our foot, surely it is our wisdom then to prepare 
for the worst that can possibly happen : and to come 
and rest on that foundation, which he has laid in a Re- 
deemer. Rom. ijT. 33. 

Surely I say again. If any conduct deserves to be . 
called Wise, it must be that which shuns the danger 
which he points out, and emBraces a method of safety 
which he recommends ; nor can Folly itself be more 
foolish, than to plan, not only without his counsel, but 
against it > 

But what is this counsel ? (for I am labouring to per- 
suade you to abide by none but his)— What hath he 
said to every one of us? Is it not that 'he hath ap- 
pointed a day, in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness?' Acts xvii. 31-^that we should stand- 
rea,dy to meet that day, because it cometh when lesist 
expected. Matt xxiv. 44— and that ' it shall be more tol- 
erable for Sodom and Gomorrah in that day, th^in for 
those* who have lived under greater advant£iges, and 
neglected them ?. Mark vi. 11. 

Hej who is as ' a man taking a far journey,' and hath 
committed *to every one his vork,' Mark xiii. 84, speaks 
of a servant who 'should say in his heart, My Lord 
delayeth his <^ming ;' and accpitdingly pursues bis evil 
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Course, equally regardless of God or niaa. Bttt what 
U the consequence ? The Lord of that servant will 
come io a day when he looketh not for him, and in an 
hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, 
and appoint him his pcotion with the unbelievers:' Luke 
xii. 45, 46. 

He further assures us. That it is not enough that we 
have not been riotous or injurious, Hke the servant 
above. He ibforms us, That we have each a talent to 
improve : which you will find described at large in 
Matt. :xxv. You will there see another servant (which 
means every careless sinner) coming and declaring, 
that, after eiltertaining hard thoughts of his master's 
requirements, he had gone, in a sort of despair, and 
' hid hia Lord's talent in the earth. Lo, there,' says he, 
* thou hast that is thine ? What followed this wretch- 
ed excuse, and what became of him whom our Lord 
calls a ' wicked and slothful servant,' I (who would fain 
secure you from this end) entreat you to read ; and with 
it, that very awful, but instructive account of the great 
day which immisdiately follows it. 

To listen,, then, as this servant did, to our own vain 
thoughts, or to those of our unbelieving companions, 
instead of attending to these graciotis warnings of our 
Lord, is tortainly one of the piost desperate delusions 
that ever entered the hum^n heart. ^' I shall do as 
well as others," says a thougbtlesis creature : but should 
he not first learn, from the Judge of the whole earth, 
what others, aredping? Should he embark soul and 
body on the ocean of Elternity upon such a presumption 
^s this ? (a sort of presumption, upon which he \(^uld 
scarcely risk a shilling of his property) and ^spepially^ 
after being expressly charged, noi by his minister only, 
but by his Saviour, to 'strive to enter in -at the strait 
gate,' Luke. xiii. 24*, and s^ssuredj that:' broad is the 
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way that leadeth to destructipa, and many- there be 
that go in thereat ;' but that ' narrow is the way which 
kadeth anto life, and few there be that fiiid it V Matt, 
▼i* 13, 14. 

To rescue you, therefore, from a ' world which lieth 
in wickedness,' 1 John v. 19 — to prevent your com- 
mitting a mistake for which no remedy is provide in 
eternity, — and to awaken yoii to the pursuit of eternal 
life before ' the n^ht cometh, when no man can work,' 
John ix« 4 — ^I have brought forward these scriptures ; 
and add my fervent prayers, that they may be ^accotn- 
panied with a divine blessing to your heart ! 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE INCONSIDERATE WARNED. 

A PIOUS writer of the last century has some remarks, 
so applicable to what has just been said, that I shall 
select and abridge a passage or two for your use : 

** Some," says he, " are so carried away by the stream 
of evU coiiipany, that, when one and another is cut off, 
it does not daunt them ; because they see not whither 
their companions are gone. Little do they think how 
such are now lamenting the madness of a careless state. 
In Luke xvi., the rich man in heU would fain have bad 
one sent to warn his five brethren, lest they should come 
to that place of torment. Probably he knew their minds 
and lives; arid ktiew that they were halting thither, 
little supposing that he was there; 

"I remember being told of a man who was driving a 
flocjc of lambs upon i bridge over the Severn; and, 
something hindering, tlieir passage, one of the Iambs 
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leaped upon the wall of the bridge, .and fell into the 
stream : the rest, seeing him, one after another leaped 
also over, and were drowned : those, that were behiBd, 
little suspected what became of them which were gone 
before ; but thought they might venture to follow their 
companions. Even so it is with unconverted men : one 
dietli by them, and faDs into destruction, and another 
follows ; and yet they pursue the same course, not con- 
sidering whither their companions are gone ; but when 
death hath once opened their eyes^and they see what is 
on the pther side, of the wall, what would they give to 
return !" 

■^ Moreover," ^bniinues he, " they have a crafty and 
malicious enemy, whose principal business is to prevent 
their conversion, and to keep them quiet and secure, 
Luke xi. 21 : and thiis he attempts, by persuading them 
to disbelieve the Scriptures, or not to trouble their minds 
with such matters ; or by persuading them to think ill 
of a godly life, and that they may be saved without 
conversion, and that there is no need of all this stir and 
anxiety about it. He will tell them that God is so mer-* 
ciful, that there is no danger ; at least, that they may 
stay a little longer, and take their pleasure and follow 
the world at present, and repent hereafter. By such 
delusions as these, Satan keeps them captives^ and leads 
them to ruin ! 

Biit consider, I pray you, what means this repentance 
hereafter^ with which so many are thus deluded ?^ Can 
they repent at any time without the grace of God ? Are 
they likely to obtain that grace, who continue to neglect 
and despise it? My concern for your safety obliges me 
to add, that nothing can be more express than the dec- 
laration of out Judge, That 'there is a time approaching 
in^which those who have set at nought his counsel^ 
shall indeed call, but receive no answer^: Prov^L^.. 
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Oh/ how many of them ihatare lost, once vainly reserved 
to refeni hereof ter f . 

If, therefore, ' fools make a mock at sin,' Prov. xiv. 8, 
and if, move foolish still, they despise their only remedy, 
(urn from these to the voice of Wisdom and of Gqd, in 
Proverbs, chap. L ; for there you will see expressly de- 
scribed, both the character and the end of such men. 



CHAPTEE XII. 



Such Scriptures as have been mentbned, it is con- 
fessed) have a tendency to disturb and wound those who 
live in a careless and unconverted state : they were, in- 
deed, written with this very design. Let such, however, 
recoHect, that ' faithful are the wounds -of a friend :' 
Prov. xxvii. 16. 

When your body is disorderedf you send for a phy- 
sician or surgeon, and willingly submit to whatever he 
prescribes: you depend upon his skill and integrity 
through, perhaps, a tedious and painful operation, if, 
peradventure, you, may at length regain your health. 
But what is the health of a dying body, compared with 
the salvation of an immortal soul? Or who is that 
earthly physicis^n, that may be trusted like the Heaivenly 
One, whose advice we have heard ? 

Much more pleasant is a minister's work in liealing 
a broken heart, than m breaking a hard one. To warn 
you of your danger, is, indeed, our duty: but to con- 
gratulate you on your safety, would be our joy. We 
join the angels in rejoicing over a returning sinner ; and, 
as we see you united to the flock of Christ, we are ready 
to cry, widi the Apos^tle, ' What is our hope, or joy, or 
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crown of rejoicing? are not erien ye in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? for ye are our 
glory and joy :' 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20. 

With what pleasure was that letter written (though 
written in bonds) whic^h was sent by a servant returning 
like n new creature to his master ! < I beseech thee, for 
my son Qnesimos, whom I have begotten in my bonds : 
which in time past was to thee unprofitable : but now 
profitable to thee and to me I Whom I have sent again: 
thou, therefore, receive him ; that is, mine owh bowels. 
He, perhaps, departed for a season, that thou shouldst 
receive him for ever : as a brother beloved. Receive him 
as^myself!' Philem. 10— 17. 

You see plainly, here, for what a minister labours, 
and what is the proper effect: of the Gospel ; and may 
he^ who, to meet our deep necessities, came down, and 
* took upon him the form of a servant,' Phil. ii. 7, and 
sends by whom and ia what way he will, give Access 
to my endeavcmrs for your benefit 1 that; receiving your- 
self the inestimable blessing of a saving conversion to 
God, you may become a blessing to every family with 
which you live ! Let your prayers be unitfcd with mine 
to this end : and be not discouraged, because you can- 
not pray as you would. Pray as you can. God looket> 
not at the expression, but at the heart ; and hath de- 
dared that Vhe is nigh unto aU them that call upon 
him:' Ps. cxlv. 18. The Scriptures which you read 
will furnish you with both matter and language for 
prayer',, an example of which I shall leave y6u at the 
conclusion. ^ 

If, convinced of your sad state in having wandered 
from the best of Fathers, and if, tired, like the prodigal 
of its slavery — you are desirous to return, remember 
how graciously our Lord invites ' all that lal^ur, and are 
heavy laden,' to come unto him for rest, Matt xi. 28 j 
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declaring that he 'will ^ in no wise cast him out that 
com^s,' John vt. 37, that hb blood shall ckanse such 
from the guilt of Bin, and his Spirit deliver them from 
the power of it ; and that he will freely give his * Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him ^ Lujce xL 13. 

As his servants and witnesses upon earth, we are 
bound to declare these truths ^ and ta declare them with 
firmness, on the authority c^his tportL We can speak 
of them also from our own experience : we have been 
in your condition: we were convinced of our danger: 
we advanced upon the eredit of his truth : our prospects 
brightened as we advanced ; ^andihe more we know of 
religion and its Author, the more we feel and admire its 
evidence and importance I Can we then avoid adopting 
the words- of the Apostle, (though'in an femnblej^ sense,) 
* That whicb we have seen and heard, declai'ft we unto 
you, that ye .may have fellowship with us: and^ truly, 
iwr fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
X^hrist: and these things write we unto you, that your 
joy may be full :' 1 John i. 3, 4. ^ 

Iv is in advancing, that you may expect the same 
increasing conviction ; for a Christians fevidenoe grows 
wkh his experience^', ' He, that b^lieyetb.on the Son of 
God, hath the witness in himself,' 1 John v. 10; and, 
in his time und measure, shall be enabled to resist every 
temptation to apostasy, with the holy confidence of that 
faithful servant,* who, when urged to save his life by 
reviling his Master, replied, eighty and six years have I 
served Christ, and never received any thing but kind- 
ness from him ; how then can I now blaspheme toy 
King and my Saviour !"^ 

* Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, supposed to have been a discipl© o* 
St John, and the person meant by the Angel of tlie Ghsrcb.of Smyni«» 
ia Rey. il.8. He niffend About the year 1«7» 
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A PRAYER. 

Almighty God, *who dwcllest in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is poor, and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at thy word,' mercifully attend to 
the cry of a lost sinner, who desires to approach thee 
in the name and mediation of thy Son Jesus Christ ! 

' 1 am not worthy of the least of all thy mercies, for 
I have sinned against Heaven and in thy sight. God 
be merciful to me a sinner.' 

But ^ who is a God lilce unto thee, pardoning iniqui^ 
ty, transgression and sin ! Thou delightest in mercy.' 
Thou hast often < called when I have refused.' Thou 
now criest in my heart, ' Turn ye, for why will ye die? 
Turn thou me, O Lord, and T shall be turned. Heal 
me, and I shall be he§iled. Say unto my soul, I am 
thy salvation.' 

Glory to thy holy Dame, that when I forgot thee 
thou didst remember me; and still saidst, *Seek ye 
my face.' Pour upon me jlow thy promised * Spirit of 
grace and supplication ;' and incline my heart to reply,' 
*Thy facej Lord, will I seek !' Yea, I will seek thee 
with my whol^ heart;' for ^blessed is the man whom 
thou choosest, and causeth to approach unto thee! 
Remember ine,' therefore, *0 Lord, with the favour 
that thou bearest unto thy people ! O visit me with 
thy salvation, that I may see the good of thy chosen.' 

Let Uhe Spirit of Truth lead me into all truth :' and 
so * Open the eyes of my understanding, that I may ' 
savingly * understand the Scriptures,' and find that ' wiff* 
dom which giveth life to them that have it.' 

And, since thou hast given eternal life so freely, and 
declared this life, to be only in thy Son, grant that I 

9 
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may not be of them that draw back uoto perdition, but 
of them that believe to the saving of the soul :' that my 
^ trust may be alone in the Lord, my Redeemer ; ye^, 
' God, forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of oiir 
Lord Jesus Christ !' Give me rest, through his labour ; 
health from his wounds : and life, by his death ! 

Grant also, O my Heavenly Father, that I 'may- 
know what i9 the exceeding greatness of his power ia 
them that believe !' Let thy Spirit be a living spring in 
my heart, 'springing up unlo everlasting life.' Make 
me 'a living branch in the true vine,' that I may 'bring 
forth much fruit' to thy glory. May I feel 'the joy of 
the Lord,' to be my ' strength ;' and find in every trial, 
his ' grace sufficient for me !' 

Oh that thou wouldest bless me. indeed^ in sending 
these thy promised mercies ! — and that ' thy hand may 
be with me' in my station, 'keeping me from the evils' 
and temptations which attend it ! Bless me, and make 
me a blessing to those whom I serve, to those tliat serve 
with me, and to all my relations ! 

As a servant, enable me to walk before tbee ;. acting 
* as in thy sight,' and as serving thee, while I serve 
those whom thou hast placed over me. Bless, Lord, 
the family in which I live ; and help me to walk before 
them ' with all humility of mind,' with truth and sober- 
ness, diligence and patience; "^oing to others as I would 
they should do unto me," that I may 'adorn the doc- 
trine of God ray Saviour in all things !' 

As a pilgrim, travelling from Time to Eternity, help 

me ' to walk by faith, and not by sight. As my day is,' 

let 'my strength be. Show me the path wherein I 

. should walk, for I lift up my soul uhto thee I'.and 'hold 

thou me up ' in it, ' an^ I shall be safe !' 

As a helpless and dying worm, ' to whom should I 
go but unto thee? Thou hast the words of eternal life.' 
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Thou hast -promised all I want ; nor can I let thee go, 
' expept thou bless me.' , 

Graciously protect me, , while I live : 8U{^rt me, 
whea I come to die ! Save, oh save me from Hhe worm 
that never dieth I'' and bring me^ through 4he merits of 
my Redeemer, to that 'rest which remaineth for the 
people of God/ * . 

In his name, and for his sake alone, I ask these mer- 
cies ;. to whom, with Tbyself and the Holy Spirit, be 
air honour and glory, world without end ! Amen 1 
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AN 

ADDRESS TO THE CHILDREN 

ATTBlioUfa • TBI ■CHOOLB FOE REUOIOUS INSTRUCTION, AT 8T. JOHN*! 
CHAPEL, BEDFOEO KOW, 

OecMMMMi &y the Happy Death «/ one of Oetr Sckaol/eUowB. 



Thon hMt hid theie things from the ^se ftnd pnident, and hut ieT«aled 
theip to babes.„.MATT. xi. 25. 



DEAR CHILDREN : 

Your friends lately set up a school for your religious 
instruction: and, as they would do you good in any 
way, and by every method they can think of, they de- 
sire now to put another tract into your hands. It is a 
short account of one of your schoolfellows. It will show 
you the benefit of religious instruction, as well as the 
blessing which God has already given to the endeavours 
of your friends. Above all, we publish it with a hope 
that it will encourage you to be followers of one of your 
number, who has lately ^thiough faith and patience 
inherited the promises.' 

This little boy (whom most of you knew) was the 
son of Mr. James Watt, of Eyre Street ; whose office it 
is to ^o continually round the chapel, to see that stran- 
gers are seated whenever there is room. 

Mr. Watt has been desired to give some account of 
his child, and he writes as follows : — " I became a hearer 
at St. John's Chapel about eight years ago, and took my 
son, then not five years old, with me." Observe here, 
dear children, that a parent taking his child to God's 
house, puts him in the way of God's blessing, for, ' them 
. that honour him, he will honour j' 1 Sam. ii. ^0. 
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Mr. Watt goe0 on ta say, " I was soon suifprised at the 
quickness with ivhich he found out the different parts 
of the Cliurch Service : he would stand on a seat in the 
aisle by ray side, and join me in sin^ng praises to God." 
Don't you see here, that, if some children are idle, inat- 
tentive, and disorderly at church, it is not because they 
CANNOT join In the worship with tb^ir parents, and 
jM'ofit by the service, but because they are wicked? Pray 
consider this, lest you provoke God on the very day„and . 
in the very church which he hath appointed to prepare 
you for his church above, — and lest, in the Day of Judg- 
ment this child should be a witness against you. 

But let us go on with Mr. Watt's account. "Sonae 
time after, several children who stood about the Chapd 
were collected together, among whom was my son : they 
used to attend at the house of Mr. ' - , to repeat the 
Scriptures and Hymns which he set theng. My son met 
with encourage ment there, both from Mr. and Mis. — — , 
who separately beslowed books upon him; and once, 
when hfe had received more books than others, my son 
Urfd me that Mr. — — desired Ihem ' not to fell out by 
theway.' 

" Soon after this the School for Religious Instruction 
was most happily instituted, by which he obtained help 
from the different superintendents ; but, being more im- 
mediately under Mr. — ~, 1 must beg to refer to him, 
as well as to the other gentleitian, for the observations 
they made on his conduct ; and also to Mr. Mathews, 
the schoolrnaster, as to his behaviour during the time of 

Divine service." V- 

Prom these gentlemen, and from Mr. Mathews, we 
learn that William Watt was pf a sickly ^abit, but 
had a . strong memory — That his great attention to 
instruction encouraged those who tayght him, and nat- 
urally drew their attention to him in return. - The phy- 
• ' 9* ' 
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tietan found him reading his Bible whenever he visited 
him ; and never heard him utter a murmur under bte 
sufferings. 

" At home," says Jlr. Watt, " he was pious, dutiful, 
and obedient; chiefly employed in reading his Bible, 
the Pilgrim's Progress,^ (of which he was very fond,) and 
other reUgious books. He often explained what he read, 
in a manner that surprised us. He seldom mixed in 
play ; and when invited to a schoolfellow's house, I have 
been told he has left his playfeUows for the parlour and 
a book. What is remarkable in a boy of his age,:he 
had not at the time of his death, a single plaything. 
His books he desired to be given to his brother, and to 
four other boys belonging to the school ; and to all of 
them (as I shall have occasion to mention again) he left 
a charge that they should ' prepare to meet their God.' '' 

This is not put down as if there was any harm in a 
child's having a few playthings : but to show you that 
while even old people will have their playthings and 
i^musements, for want of a heart towards something 
better ; so, on the contrary, the heart of a child may be 
so renewed and exalted by divine grade, as very early to 
* put away childish things.' 

" I wfll mention," says Mr. Watt, '^only one out of 
many other instances of his dutiful affection for his 
mother, who, being unwell one. night when he ^as ia 
bed, be offered to rise and go out for any thing she might 
want that might do her good. To try him she desired he 
wouh} ; on which he immediately arose and dressed 
himself. He strictly observed the truth ; and always 
spoke to us in a thankful and obliging manner. When 
I conversed with him on religion, he listened with rever- 
ence, and yrould make happy observations thereon. In 
company, he was reserved, yet would readily, singa 
hymn if requested." 
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We have never observed a child, which, like dus, was 
dutifu} to hi3. parents, upon whom God did not set some 
mark of his approbation. * Honour thy father and thy 
mother, is the first commandment with promise :' Epb. 
vi. 2. And, if God spares your lives, Dear Children, 
you may also observe how often he sets a black maVk 
upon such as have been nndutifuL 
' ^His father goes on to Write, " In a former illness in 
which we thought we should lose him, he said many 
comfortable things: he was much engaged^ with the 
Scriptures, and in prayer. I have no doubt but the 

instruction that he received from Mr. and the other 

gentlemen, together with the sanctified afiSiction which 
he underwent, were the grand means of his beings 
brought to the knowledge pf Hhe truth as it is in Jesus.' 

" I will now come to the close of his life. On the 
morning of Sunday the 26th of October, iie hastened 
to be in time at the Chapel; and, though he had ^n 
umbrella, he got wet He went through the Scriptures 
appointed him to learn ; and then canie to me, inform- 
ing me that his cbthes were wet. I bid him mentioa 
it to Mr. Mathews, the schoolmaster, who immediately 
•rave him leave to g'o home : he returned, had his clothes 
changed, and continued at home the remainder of the 
day, reading the Book of Martyrs. His breath, how- 
ever, began to fail: we therefore found it necessary 
^ again to cistU for the assistance of Dr. —. — , who, much 
: to his honour, has displayed a truly Christian benevo- 
lence in liis kind oflBces and ready attention to my 
children, which I shall ever regard tvith gratitude. 

" The dcAt boy, however, grew worse ; and awaking 
after a short sleep, he said to his mother, ' I never was 
sure I should die before, bnt now I am sure I shaU die, 
dnd go to heaven.' He begged her to forgive him all 
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he had done amiss ; aiid, after a pause, he said, ' God 
hath forgiven me all my sIds.' 

'< I came into the room at this time, when he said to 
me, 'Our light affliction, which is hut. for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.' He went on, saying, * The Lord is our shep- 
herd: we shall not want. Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly-^Come unto^me, all yo that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest' " 

Here you see, dear children, what true faith does. 
It brings a burden of guilt and sorrow to Christ the Sa- 
viour : it takes Him for its teacher-r— trusts his word — 
depends on his power — is satisfied with his favour — en- 
deavours to obey his will — and confesses him before 
men. And, that the Holy Spirit can make a young 
CHILD such a true believer, as well as its parent, you 
plainly see in the case before you. We could also tell 
you of many other such instances, if it were necessary. 

'" On ray asking hital^ continues Mr. Watt, " whether 
it was not a great mercy that he had such Scriptures, 
he said, *I feel great comfort from them ;' and then said, 
* Pr^re to meet your God.' On asking him whether 
he was not thankful for the instruction which he had 

received at St. John's Chapel, he ^id, * Tell Mr. , 

I thank him for teaching me.' Afterward he said, ^I 
feel comfortable : I think I shall go to heaven.' On 
tny asking him, what Ishould tell the boys at St. John's, ' 
he said, *TelI them to prepare to meet .their God ; and 
tell them that I said sa' » 

"Seeing his mother shed tears, he requested me tq 
tell her how Abrahain oQered up his son Isaac ; and 
not to grieve." Observe, dear children, , that your 
schoolfello^v (like young Timothy*) knew, while a 
chHdj the Holy Scriptures, whichv were ' able to make 
* »Tim. ui, 15. . . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM WATT. 106 

HIM ' also ' wise to salvation, through faith which is ia 
Christ Je^us.' /(jbd made this child not only a comfort 
to his niiother, but a <x)mforter ; a ad thus, *out of the 
mouths of babes and sucklings, he perfects praise.' 
" Looking at his brother," says Mr.^ Watt, " he said, 

* Jem, you would^ be happy to be in my «tate, bat pre- 
pare to meet your- God.' , He now grew woise ; ,and 
was greatly convulsed during the night, and departed 
the next day in perfect ease, (Friday, the 2d of Novem- 
ber, 1800,) aged twelve years and nine months:" 

Having given you, de£(r children, this account of one 
of your schoolfellows, we wish, to add two or three re- 
marks for your use, 

1. Thi? case is sent you for INSTRUCTION. 
You hear accounts of true religion continually ; but 
here. you see^iL In , this little' boy you see what your 
Bible rtieans, by being * born again' — a * new heart' — 
a * lively faith, '—a * hope full of glory.' 

You see, also, the fruits which they bear, who" are 
truly religious ; that is, are united by faith to the tree 
of life, Jesus Christ. This child, not only loved God, 
and his Word, and his Church : but he was a blessing, 
a comfort, yea a comforter to his parents, ?ind an ex- 
ample to all. Nor is true religion that gloomy, un- 
comfortable thing, which oome children foolishly sup- 
pose. You see the contrary in your schoolfellow. He 
was happy and thankful in life — happy in death — 
and is gone to bs happier than I can tell you, for ever, 

* For godliness is profitable for all things ; -having the 
promiae of the life that now is,' so far as there is any 
thing good in it ; and the promise < of the life that is to 
come,' in which ,there is iiothing but good i 1 Timi iv. 8. 

2. This case will afford you ADMOJilTlON, that 
is, warning and caution. You see how early. children 
may be called away by death : and, therefore, our Lord 
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says to all; young as well as old, * Be ye also ready,' for 
af such au hour as ye think not, the Son of Man com- 
eth ;' and when He cooielh, we are told ihe small as 
well as great must stand before him in judgment: Rev. 
XX. 12. To be ready when the Judge shall come, was 
the grand concern of ^this child : he pressed this upon 
all around him : he begged his father to chaise you to 
' prepare to meet your God,' and to say this e^ressly 
£rom HIM. We pray you to consider how awful a wit- 
ness he will be against you in that great day, if you 
continue in a careless state. Godly childl^n will then 
be witnessies against other children. God, in having^ 
servants of all ages and in aU stations, will, leave oth- 
ers of all ages and stations without excuse. If there- 
fore you are tempted to sin with ungodly children — so 
as to tell untruths — to break the sabbath — ^to slight in- 
struction-T-to disobey your parents, and to wish ta break 
loose from their restraints that you may follow the 
course of this world ; Oh beware, lest Ood in judgment 
to yQU should say, <' Let that wicked child take its 
course. I will give him up to his hurl's lusts. He 
shall go on his way to destruction P * For the day 
shall come that shall burn as an oven, and all that^do 
wickedly shall be as stubble. iBut, to such as fear my' 
name, shall theSun of Righteousness arise with healing 
in his wings :' Mai. iv. 2. , 

3. The case of this child ofifera ENCX)URAGE- 
MENT to children. God has put it into the hearts of 
your parents and friends to bring you to the House of 
God for instruction, and He has put it into the hearts 
of others to instrua you there. They would, with hk 
blessing, take you by the hand and guide you from 
that * broad way which leads to destruction,* into the 
< narrow path which leads to everlasting life.' They 
will fed well rewarded for all thdr pains and expense 



Digitized 



rd by Google 



ACCOUNT OF WILLIAM WATT. 107 

in bringing, if but one of you, into the right way. 
They know one soul is of more worth than a whole 
world. You are shown^ in the success that has attend^, 
ed their labours with this little boy, what they would do 
for YOU.' 

Watch, therefore, against the temptation of Satan,.of 
a wicked world, and of a deceitful heart, which would 
discourage jrou, and tell you that you are but a child| 
and cannot yet seek God : know and trust in Christ ; 
and be truly religious. This account proves how well 
a young child may, by divine grace, enter Gotfs Ways, 
and prepare to meet Him. ^ This child was bom with 
the same corrupt nature as yourselves ; yet, by the help 
of his God, he turned out of the course of this worl(^ 
and took the same path as Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Jo- 
seph^ and others of the saints of God. Like the child 
Samuel, he early knew ai\d served the Lord ^ ia the 
midst of ^a. crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom he shone ^is a light in the world.' He owned 
his God, and liis God owned him, and blessed him in 
life and in deatbr. 

It should also afford great encouragement to you, 
Dear Children, that God has set his mark of approba- 
tion on this our endeavour in setting up a school for 
you. He has said, Hhey that seek me early shall find 
me :' Prov. viii. 17, and he has fulfilled this promise be- 
fore our ^yes in this little boy. We see Jesus still taking 
young children into the amis of his love and blessing 
them: Take encouragement from this, and call upon 
him with Jabez, 1 Chron. iv. 9^ 10, " 'Oh, thou that 
wouldest bless me indeed, that thine hand may be with 
MB, that thou wouldest keep ME 'from evil, as thou 
didst my late schoolfellow, that, with him I may finally 
mherit thine everlasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ 
my Lord* Amen." 
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DISCOURSE, 

AODEBMBD TO TH« ICIIOOLB FOR HEUOIOOB INBTRtJOTION, AT ST. 

John's cbatbl, bcdfoed row, mat l, 180S. ^ 



Thow that aeek me earif shall find me Peot. tU}. .17. 

Esmember now ihyJCr^nJtar in the ^jb oif thy youth, while the evU 
days come no(, nor the yeftn draw nigh when thou shalt say^ 1 have 
no pleasure in thexQ. — Ecclesiastesi zii. 1. 

M.Y dear children, this discourse is particulaiiy ad* 
dressed to you.-^Our ^ heart's desiire and prayey to God 
for you is, that you maybe saved.' We cannot but 
recollect the errors. and snares of our own childhood: 
we adn^ire and adore the Hand of Qod, by which alope 
we escaped: we bless him for timely help aiforded us 
by our friends : and, in turn, we would now assist you. 
Ohi that your prayers and endeavours may Join oursj 
and that the divine blessing^ may rest upon us both, 
while we call you to * remember ywir Creator in the 
days of your youth !' 

The Wis^ Man concludes a variety of instructioa 
with e^i Admonition to youth; and, in order to your 
more clearly perceiving the meaning and importance of 
it, I proceed to state, 

L How, you are called to remember your Creator. 

II. When, you should specially jremember Him: *In 
the days of thy Youth.* 

III. Why, such remembrance should not be deferred; 
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because ^evil days come, and years draw Digh^ in which 
thou shalt fiay I have no pleasure In them.* 

I,^ Consider HOW, you should remember your Cbe- 

ATOR. 

Begin by Remembering who he is. I assure you, 
we, your Ministers, must come to the Bible as our only 
guide, to know aAy thing of. thid grand truth: and 
there we find our Creator to be that ^ame and only 
God, into whose name ye. were baptized ; namely, the 
Father^ (.he Son, and the HoLt^ Ghost; three per*. 
Bond, but one GOD. Any other notion of God is but a 
creature of the imagination ; and to worship such a 
creature, is to worship an Idol. 

Then, you should remember your Creator as to what 
HE hai^done. - . 

For * all we, like sheep, have gone astray.' You 
have heard of wicked persons, who, by toys and prcwn- 
ises, entice silly Children from their Parents' door ; and, 
after carrying them to. a distant spot in some wood 
or cellar, there strip them, and flernetiroes murder them. 
' It is thus that Sin and Satan deceive and ruin us; and 
.thus,^ robbed of every gocd, we must have perished in 
our lost state ai^d condition^ if ^ God ' had not ' so loved 
the world as to give his only begotten Sdn that who-, 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ev- 
erlasting life/ This, Dear Children, is your only hope, 
ai^ well as mine. We can now come to G^ the Fa- 
ther, through the complete atonement) of God the 
S015?, and by the assistance of God the ^oly Ghost. 
And consider, after what God has thus done, 'how ' 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ?' 

Again : you shoqld remeniber your Creator as to 

WHAT HE IS DO^NO. . , . - j 

He is not only your Creator and Govemox, but also 
your FrienA He is raising up ministers to instn^t 
10 
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you. He is sending you invitations and messages of 
grace. He is sending a word to you by his minister at 
this time. He not only affords you the common help 
and care of your Parents, but disposes kind friends ill 
this place to instruct you in his ways and ordinances^ 
and thus to lead you to Himself. ^Bemember, there- 
fore, your Creator, in these his, means of Grac^» Re- 
.^member him by prayer, reading his word, and con- 
stantly attending his house. ^ ' Thou meetest those,' 
saith the Prophet, * that remember thee in thy ways.' 
Particularly watch against sabbath-breaking, the neg- 
lebt of God's house, or inattention to its services while 
you are in it : for this is not only to forget Rim, who is 
present, and who hath said, ' In all places where I re- 
cord my name I wiQ come iin^o thee, and will bless 
thee ;? but it is a despising of both the means of Grace 
and the hope of Glory. 
Remember also your Creator as to what He has 

PROMISED TO DO. ' ^ 

For 'the Lord is a Sun and Shield: He will give 
Grac^ and Glory, and no good thing will be withhold 
from them that walk uprightly, ito ! every one that 
thirsteth,' saith He, ' come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money.' " Come, poor and unworthy as you 
are," as if God shoulct say, ^'and 1 will give you my best 
blessings : — ^blessings, which will cheer> like Wine, and 
nourish like Milk. As the Kitig of Heaven, I will give 
beyond all you can ask, or even think ; and among 
these blessings I will give a new heart and a r*g-A^ 
spirit to employ and enjoy them." But rernember, my 
Dear Children, that you must pra^ for these blessings : 
because they are freely promised to such as ask ; but 
not to such as prove they despise them, by asking them 
. not: . 
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La^y, remember your Creator as to what ^e hath 

DETERMINED TO DO. 

He will be your Judge, There is not one of us but 
must stand before his bar ; and who then will not feel 
the importance of remembering his Creator while life 
was granted ? For the youngest Chil4 that reads his 
Bible, and learns to call things by the names that God 
calls them, and treats them as he treats them, such a 
child, 1 say, is already become truly wise, and shall be 
everlastingly happy. On the contrary, if a man be 
never so noble, or learned, or rich, yet if he does not re- 
gard what God has promised, and what he h&s'thret^ 
ened, he is but a fool in CrocT^ ^ight now, and must soon 
be so in jhis mon sight for ever. 

There was a man once, who, because he was rich, 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day, cared for none of these things which I havd 
been speaking of. He did not remember his Creator : 
but he, that said, ' the wicked shall be turned into Hell, 
and all that FORGET God,\soon sent him thither } 
and, when, he Mified up his e^yes in hell^ being in tor-, 
ments,' and there complained of his misery, it was said . 
to him, "Son, REMEMBER." 

Such a state is enough to make OQe tremble; and 
budly speaks the importance of the text. .Indeed all 
the wisdom of this world cannot furnish you with so 
perfect a maxim as that in your Bible ;^-' trust in the < 
Lord wi& all thy heart, and Ijean not to thine own un- 
derstanding : in all thy ways, acknowledge him^ — 
"Acknowledge," as one expresses it, "hisTForrf, by 
consulting it : his Providence, by observing it ; his Wis- 
dontj by admiring it ; his Sovereignty^ by acquiescing 
in it ; his Faithfulness^ by relying oti it r and his 
Kindness^ by being thankful for it :" ^ and he shall 
direct thy paths.' 
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But; io (he text> there is particular mention made 
of the season. 

II, WHEN, YOUR Creator should specially 
BE REMEMBERED : namely, ' in the days of thy Youth.' 

First, because YouUi is the time when we are i^ost 
capable' of RECEIVING IMPRESSIONS and formmg . 
light habits and dispositions. ^ 

You have isteen a young shoot in a gardeii. How 
easily at first can it be bent and trained! But, let it 
grow to an old tree, and it becomes hard^ stubboro^ and 
untractable. . Thus Youth is the season of growth and 
-motion : allow me to call it the *. May-day of Man.' — If 
you go abroad on this day,.you wtlLsee life putting itsetf 
forth in a thousand forms rn the gardens and fields 
Ground you : it is a]sd from these present appearances 
that we form our hopes of the Autumn. So, in youth, ^ 
if the mind be not -cultivated, and do not put forth blos- 
soms of hope, we look forward to age ivith dismay, if 
not, despair. 

Again, Youth is the Most dangi^rous ani? criti- 
cal of ALL seasons,, a remembrance of its Crie^toi: 
is its only hope of safety. 

' For, tp say nothing of the numbers that die in youth, 
there are such bliglits and blasts, I assure yon, Children, 
which are ready to meet the tender plant of youdi^^as 
you will scarcely believe.. You also live in a time in 
whicji these blasts are m^re abroad than formerly. Now 
there is no security agafnst these, but putting yourselves 
uqder the protection of your Creator. Your Parents and 
your Ministers may teach and watch, bqt your real . 
safety lies in 'abiding under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty. Surely He only can deliver thee from the 
snare of the fowler, and from the npisoii^e pestilence 
He,^andHe only can 'cover thee with His feathers, 
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and under His wings mayest thou tofely trust: it is his 
truth .only that can be thy shield and huckler.' 

To give another viewer — ^Life is a journey through a 
dangerous wilderness ; and, in such a journey, it will 
not ^rve us to ask any one we may chance to meet, 
" Which is the right way?" We need one fe^t friend 
to lead and protect us. If one of you were lost in a 
wood, and in dan;?er of being starved or devoured, you 
'Would long for y^ur Parent's own hand, and hold it fast 
if it were there; disregarding what strangers should 
say who passed by. Such an JnfaUible friend and 
director you will find in your Creat^. Oh, th&t you 
may be enabled to remember this ! 

But, perhaps, you would be ready to say to me, " If I 
am liable to hemisledy yet I have never thought I was 
in danger of being rfet?owrcrf."—rAh1 you little suspect 
how little yet you really know ! And this will show the 
.necessity of your reimembering in youth your Creator*s 
WORD. For has he not expressly said, ' Be sober, be 
vigilant ; because your adversary the Devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devxJur?* 
I?o w,' if you knew there was a Lion in thd Street waiting 
-to destt'oy you as soon as you went out of these doors, 
what care, and what fear it would occasion! Yet, 
at worst, such a Lion could only destroy your body; 
whereas the roaring Lion, of which God warns you, is 
going about, seeking to destroy both your body and 
your souh and if he caii prevail with yon to be forget- 
ful of your Cneator, he will effectually prevail On the 
other hand, however this roaring Lion may go about, 
he shall neither destroy, nor. even hurt such, as truly 
' remember their Creator.' 

- Further, it is most honourable to God, when our 
Youth is dedicated to his service. \, 

Wlien he has given us his best things^ should we 
.10* 
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present him vnih the diegs and refuse of ours? Tojsee 
young Samuel, standing like a ' lily, among thorns ;' 
saying by every word and Qction^ " I am indeed but a 
child, but he will accept my feeble services. 1 am God's. 
I rejoice in being his :" — to see a child thus separating 
himself, from the ungodly children of this world, and 
shining as a bright star in a dark night :— Or to- see 
one, like Timothy, learning from a child to know and 
honour those Scriptures which were ' able to make him 
wise unto salvation, through faith that is in Christ 
Jesus' — What an honour to God are such infant wit- 
nesses as these !-«^erily, the highest grandeurs of this 
world are beggary when compared with this work ! 
Ortce more. To remember your Creator in Youth is 

MOST PROFITABLE TO YOURSELVES. ' 

There are but two Masters, and you must serve one 
of them. And what a mercy not to be- the slave of. 
Satan in your best years ! What a blessing to escape 
the mischiefs and dangers to which you are so liable; 
and Cb be early preserved from the snares, blights, and 
blasts of the world, the flesh, and the Devil ! 

Oh ! I could tell you sad stories 6f young people, who 
have been drawn aside, and who have gone on from 
bad to worse. They have first done wrong in little 
things; then, proce^ed to greater; then, lost their 
character; till, at length, being tied and bound with the 
chain of evil habits, some have come to an untimely 
end. And what think you ruined all these ? They * for- 
got their God.' While Solomon remembered hig,Creator, , 
saying, \ Lord, I am but a little child : I know not how 
to go out or come in : give thy servant an understanding 
heart ' — how wise and prosperous was he in his child- 
hood ! But, when he ibrgot his God,^ how foolish and 
di^raceful in histoid age was even Solomon ! . 
. On the contrary, I have known young persons, who 
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otice by their SI courses w€re the misery and disgrace 
of their families, yet, upon turning to their God, became 
new creatures, new comforts, and new honours to their 
friend^, as well as blessings to society. 

And. yet, great as the benefit of this may seem, it is 
but a small part of what might be said : for ' he, that is 
joined to the Lord, is one spirit:' he is, ' an heir of God, 
and a joint-heir with Christ :' nor hath it ' entered into 
the heart of man ' 46 conceive ' what God hath prepared 
for him.' Such a Child may lose his Parents — he may 
be turned out into the world Without a friend — he may 
look round and say, " I do not know to whom to go for 
a bit of bread :^' yet if this Child can also say from the 
bottorn of his heart, "My ^ Father who art in heaven, 
. hallowed be thy name,. Thy kingdom come, Th^ wiU 
be done :' Ob, help me to suffer it patiently, and do k 
sincerely !" be has a Father, and a Saviour too, that will 
say in return-^^^Fear not, 'I will guide thee by my 
counsel, and afterward receive thee to g^ory.' " 

Now, my dear children, if somh great man were to 
offer you his friendship, would you think you could aci- 
cept of it too soon7 Or if one was to bring you a sum 
of money, or a large estate, would you desire them to 
be kept from you till some future time of life? But 
surely the friendship of ybiir God is infinitely greater < 
than these : * Remember now therefore thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth.' 

But this will mere clearly appear from what I pro- 
posed to consider, ' - 

III. WHY, THIS MOST IMPORTANT WORK SHOULD 

NOT BE DEFERRED : namely, * because.evil days come, 
and years draw4iigh in which thou shalt say, I have 
DO pleasure in them.' 

It. is impossiJ^e for- me to make you fully nndei^tand 
THE.iNFiRMiTiii^ and IMPEDIMENTS (rf old age: if 
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you live long enougfay however, you will know them 
experimentally. 

I have not time in this discourse to explain to you 
that figurative description of one growing old which 
follows the text: suffice it to say for. the present, that 
the old man is d<S6cribed as going down hill to his long 
home^ with the loss of his faculties, and the burden of 
his infianities. His sight fails : his limbs tremble : his 
heart sinks : he has enough to do th«n to bear up under 
himself. He can scareely attend to any thing new, anjd 
much less perform any thing difficult. Suppose you 
saw a Ulan. groaning with a very heavy burden, undec 
which he was ready to sink; and suppose, while. he 
was thus loaded, you were to attempt to- instruct him : 
he would nalUrally say, " Can I attend to any thing, 
with this burden upon my back ? Stay, stay : surely I 
must be released from this load before I can hear^" 

But old age has not only its infirmity, but also its 
peculiar incapacity for improvement. If the tree 
haa long struck root in a bad soil,, who can then remove 
it ? , If it has long been growing crooked, who qaxky 
straighten it ? The dd tree will sooner break than beiid. . 

Old Ag'e, even in its best estate, like that of Barzil-^ 
tai, how affectingly doth it speak ! ' I am this day four- 
«oore years old ; and can 1 discern between good and 
evil 1 Can thy servant, taste what I eat or what I drink ? 
Can 1 hear any more the voice <^ singing-men and 
singing-women 7 Wherefore then should thy ser.yant 
be yet a burden unto my Lord the King V At such a 
time our very .'strength' is but/ labour and sorrow.' 

I protest to you that I have never discovered a greater 
device of the Devil, nqr one more common, than putting 
off religion to old age. " It is time enough," says that 
enemy,-(to which our hearts are too prone to listen) *'It 
is tijafie enough to think of religion when you ara old. 
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Now i$4he eeaso^ for a litde pleasure. What harm is 
there in this and that? It is iquite natural for youth to 
follow amusements ; and to see as much of life as they 
can ; and, bye and bye, religion will come of coursQ." 

Come of course! Religion come of "course ! What, 
the old deep-rooted, crooked tree transplant itself, and 
suddenly become straight ! the best and greatest work 
undertaken and performed in evU days of pain and in- 
firmity ! Dear children, this is the counsel of him, who 
' wa0 a liar from the beginning.' I am sorry to say, 
that I have heard too many young persons whom he 
has deceived speak in this manner. To bo secure, 
therefore, from the destructive effects of such evil couii- ' 
selj * Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth.' 

Old. age too has its own Temptations as well as 
youth, it is prone to fear every thing, and to doulk 
every thing, but naturally indisposed to learn any thing. 
It is apt to sink into peevishness ; and entertain a fond- 
ness for its Q\vn opinions, .and therefore of course >can not 
easily bear to l)e instructed. - Besides which, there is a 
weariness and languor that cannot bear disturbance, ' 
though every thing irhport^nt be at stake. It naturally- 
seeks rest: — "Let nae' alone," cfies the old man : "let 
nle alone. Let me die in peace. If I am wrong, I • 
must be w^rong. I am too old to learp. - Jt is too late 
to think of any thing new- If the tree be crooked, it 
must remain crooked ; and, as it falls, so it must lie." 
—Children, whenever you observe these evil days of 
old people, think of the words of our text. 

'On the other hand, before these evil days draw 
nighj vfhai wisdom to prepave against their coming! 
—to have a firm staff to lean upon, when flesh and 
heart fail f— rto have in- ready use a lamp for your erring 
feet, and a cordial for your fainting spirits, through faith 
in the word of a faithful Creator l-^to become, from long . 
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experience, a witness, like Obadiab, of the truth and 
grace of Him, .whom you have served from your youth ! 
What on earth is a inore blessed and bpnouraUe post 
than this ? ^ The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it 
be found in the way of righteousness.' 

I shall conclude this Discourse, by first answering a 
common Objeption, and then adding a word of Ex- 
hortation. 

The Objection wbich a young person is. apt to 
bring, (an4 which, while young, I fdt myself) Js this : 
<< I believe," says he, '' that f eal religion is the beUer 
part; — the ^one thing needful,' whidi, alone, 'shall 
never be taken away.' I believe there is nothing that 
can for a moment be balanced against it : ^ for what 
shall it profit' me, ' if I could gain the whole world and 
lose my own soul ?' What a shocking thing it would 
be, upon leaving this world, to have nothing on which 
to rest the sole of my foot ! ^ Certainly, to be truly relig- 
ious, is to be truly wise. But, the great difficulty ia 
HOW, and by what meansy I may attain to it ? For 
when I have tried to remember my Creator, my heart 
and thoughts are the next moment gone from Him. , 
Somedmes, after a sermon, I go. home/ and tbia[k.what 
a blessed thing it is to be a Christian : but, on. the 
Monday, other things come before me, and drive these 
better thoughts away ; and I feel no disposition through 
the week, to pursue them, t imagine, therefore, that I 
am not able to be religious." 

My Dear Children, I have felt all this before you: 
but observe, I knew not then expressly the Christian 
Secret, where to get strength ; and therrfore fisiiled in 
my endeavours. We, who have long run, the Christian 
Race, feel that we have no ' power in ourselves to think 
any thing as of ourselves,' but * our-suffideqcy is of 
GodL' Yet the Apostle, who said this, could' also say. 
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*-I can do all things through Obrist tUat strengthencth 
me. — My Son,' saith he, * be strong in the grace which 
is in Christ Jesbs.' Observe, Children, he was to be 
strong through the ' grace which is in Christ' Now 
we can say the, same to you, be strong: but in JB^ 
strength. ^ You must not only believe in Him, as a 
Saviour through his Cross ; but hope to ruii the race 
which He sets before you, by his * power working in 
you to will and do of his good pleasure.' .Bun, there^ ^ 
fore, by ' looking unto Jesus.' 

Suppose there was a necessity for you to lift a.^reat 
weight from thfe ground : you might indeed try, and 
try a^am, and find your own strength exerted in vain; 
but if your F/iend or Parent, who set you the task, 
came and joined his hand to yours, it might then be 
lifted with ease. And thus it is that the feeblest Chris- 
tian succeeds in his endeavours. 

' Or, to return again to the garden : — :you have heard 
of trees being ingrafted : now the graft is a little stick 
or peg of wood,' which would dry and rot if left by it- 
self; but the gardener fixes it into the stem of a living 
tree, and, thus receiving life or sap from the st^m to 
which it is united, it soon becomes one with the tree 
itself, and thereby buds, and Uossoms, and brings forth 
fruit. In this way we find our Lord teaching his dis'- 
ciples how to succeed in his service. ' I am,' says he, 
* the vine: ye are the branches, He that abideth in 
me and I in him, the same bringeth .forth much fruit ; 
for without pae, ye can do nothing.' "^ 

You see then, Dear Children, the Chri@tian^ Secret 
He employs almighty grace for the performance of work, 
which cannot be done w;ithout it. ' Take iny yoke,' 
saith Christ, ^ and learn of me, and ye shall find rest' 
Bear my Cross, and ye shall find it bear you. If your 
Father^ or Mother, or Minister is pressfaig forward in 
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the heavenly road. Mess God for the example ; but be-' 
lieve me, neither your Father, your Mother, not your. 
Minister could bear up under their difficulties, if there, 
was not one mightier to^bear them up. He i^ able to 
do'the same for you, a Child ; and has already done it^ 
in innumerable instances. If even so great a character 
as David be left to himself, the weakest and vilest crea- 
ture cannot fall lower than he did. 

Upon the whole, you sec that nothing in religion can 
' be done without Christ, while -every thing to which he 
calls us may be done with him? In thisr way it is, that 
the Christian becomes a conqueror.: for < who is he,* that 
overcometh the world ; but he, that believeth that- Jesus 
is the Son of God?' 

I shall leave you this morning with only adding a 

short word of EXHORTATION, 

You hav6 been khown, . . 

1. How you should remember your Creator. 2. 
When He should specially be remembered: and 3. 
Why you should not put off this remehibrance: Now 
let me beseech you to think seriously of the dreadful 
evitpf living longer destitute of a real acquaintance 
with, and remembjance of your God ; and to think on 
the other h^nd, of the blessed privileges of those who 
truly * reraerx)ber? Him. * Cleave to him,' therefore^ * for 
He is thy I^ife.' And that, in the days of thy youth; 
for then it is not only done with less difficulty/but your 
Youth may be your only opportimity for doing it at^all ; 
and should you even live to oM age, I have shown you . 
how etJtZ, those days are for such a work, and hotV un- 
likely it should succeed if put off to that time. 

Oh that it may please God to help, if it were but one 
of you; to become wise unto salvation from this moment! 
Then shall we and even. the angels rejoice that another 
lo6t sheep is found and secured. In thus addressing 
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you, we seek only to make you truly rich, truly wise, 
truly happy :. and we knqw^ none can be really so till 
he remembers his Creator. 

When you see a poor, forsaken, wicked Child, wan- 
dering about the streets, ragged, hungry, and diseased, 
you are naturally led to pity him ; but it would be well 
if you recollected that his rags and hunger, and disease 
are not the principal parts oif his wretchedness. They 
render him, indeefl, very pitiable, and call for such help 
as we can afford hiin; but, as I said before, his out- 
ward want is not the worst part of his misery : the 
worst part is, what we call his moral misery^ namely, 
that be knows not God, and never remembers his liame 
but to profane it — that he is a willing slave of the devil^* 
who tempts him to swear, to lie, and to steal — ^that in 
short he is a lost sheep, wandering from Christ, the true 
and only shepherd and bishop of souls. What are his 
outward rags, and filthy and wants, and dises^s, com- 
pared with this ? They only respect his dying body ; 
but these wants and disorders beggar and destroy his 
immortal souL 

' But now suppose that any one of us could bring this 
poor Child to read the Bible,. to pray for grace, and to 
* remember' his * Creator in the days of his youth ;' his 
wants and disorders might be removed: but even if 
they were to remain, and he to lie in the street^ like 
Lazarus^ covered ^'ith diseases, and with none but dogs 
to pity him : yet, if his heart could rise to God, and his 
faith take hold of a Redeemer, what then Would be the 
changes and chances of this mortal life to him ? As it 
was said of Joseph in his affliction, it must be said of 
him in his very lowest and worst temporal circum- 
stances—his ' God is with him :' Angels ^re ready to 
receive him; and a crowa of glory is preparing for 
him. 

11 
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Yon have also, heard, that your Creator wiU judge 
the world which he has made ; and that the day com- 
eth, when ' great and small shall stand before him.' 
Consider, my dear children, what a joy it will be to 
any of you in that day to be able to say — ^^ I know 
the Judge. L have trusted in his promises. I have 
remembered him in my feeble prayers and endeavours ] 
and now I know; that he will remember ute." 

Does such an one'wish to ask, <' Will he reniember 
me ? Will he remember me, ^ould I dia^while a poor 
little child — and that, among the. millions who shall 
stand before Him in that great day ? — Will He indeed 
remember me ?"-«-Hear what hcf says, (and when you 
hear any thing from his word, say to yourself, *^ At least 
VHI8 is certain*') ' They that feared the Lord, spake 
often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was written be- 
^re Him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, 
MMUth the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up 
my Jewels : and I will spare them as a man spareth 
his own son that serveth him.' 

That these truths may be written in every heart, 
Ood of his infinite mercy grant for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 
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PARISHIONERS OF CHOBHAM AND BISLEY, 



London^ Jan, 16/A, 1801. 

MY DEAR PARISHIONERS : 

Mt sending ian address to you at this time^is in con- 
sequence of a violent attack, which I lately received 
from my old and painful disorder while at Cbobfaamy 
and which pbfliged me tp return suddenly from a situa- 
tion which I found so prejudicial in the winter season. 
This prevented my expressing to you more at larga 
what I now briefly attempt by a letter. 

Nothing could render me more happy while I was 
with you, than to find that a serious, regard to true re- . 
ligion had taken place in some of your minds. I trust 
I cap say, with the Apostle, * I hfiye no greater joy than 
to hear that my children walk in truth :' 3 John, 4. 

It was, however, with some anxiety, that I received, 
the information that sonie of you had lately held such 
meetings for private religious instruction, as well as de- 
votion, as may eventually prove inconvenient. I have 
lived to see that sometime unforeseen and dangerous 
consequences have foUowed the best intentions: and 
also that the safest way^ of preventing such conse- 
quences is to meet the wishes oi such as dre religiously 
disposed, as nearly as propriety wiU admit. , It was the 
opinion, therefore, both of myself and my valuable As^- 
sistant, that it would be expedient for one of ud to pre- 
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side la any assemUy of yourselves that ^should i>e 
thought necessary for your edification. We considered 
that this would be the most advantageous means for 
securing at once Unity , Harmony, and 7Vt</A,— points 
highly essential in a day like the present, in which di- 
visions and heresies of all sorts are rending the Church 
of Christ, and exposing his religion to the contempt of 
its adversaries.' - We thought; therefore, that the pious 
purposes bf your assembling together would be fully 
answer^djsin your attendance jupon our family-worship 
and exposition of-, the Scriptures on the Sunday even- 
ing, and one other evening in the week. But I meant 
this only as a resource in that season of the year, in 
which it would prove dangerous to ray health (and 
perhaps to some oT yours) to attend in the evening at 
Church, as I iised to do in the summer. I am glad 
also" to commend your ready concurrence With us in 
thiif measure. 

With respect to the Doctrines of Christianity, I need 
not repeat what I have so. lately enlarged upon among 
you. I \9illj however, remind you, that, next to what 
the Scriptures present, the best view which I ever met 
with of those doctrines, is to be found in the Articles 
and Liturgy of our Church. But, to say nothing here 
of the dangerous errors of some who oppose them, I 
wish you to beware of that Narrowness.of Mind, which 
is so ready to catch and cavil, at a few expressions in 
them.. For such objectors, we are apt to turn asid© to 
vain and unprofitable janglings, 'doating about ques^ 
tions, and strifes of words ; whereof cometh envy, strrfej 
railings, and evil surmisings,:' 1 Tim. vi. 4. Let us 
rather be thankful that we live ui^der a Government, 
which maintains a Church built upon the sound and 
eviangelical principles of our illustrious Reformers, and 
which they sealed with their blood. 
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Ther6 is, however, one point which I see reason to 
mention more particularly : I mean the Spirit or Tetn-, 
per of Christianity. This, I fear, ha^ sometimes not 
been sufficiently attended to, by ^ven thosej who hi^ve 
shown great zeal for its doctrines. We should attend, 
not only to what Christ and his Apostles spoke and did, 
but also to the spirit and temper in which they spoke 
and acted. We should mark how they conducted 
themselves, not only towards their friends, but towards 
th^ir most violent ei)emies. With what patienc^e and . 
forbearance, with what sobriety and charity, did they 
recommend their faith ! * Ye are witnesses,' says one, 
* and tjrod also, how holily, and justly, and unblamea- 
bly we bfehaved ourselves :' 1 Thes. ii. 10. Therefore, 
whether as Masters or Servants, as Husbands or Wives^ 
as Parents or Children, be. careful not to fall into so 
gross a mistake as to think it sufficient' if you merely 
learn and maintain the Doctrines of the QospeL: but 
see also that you study and imbibe its Spirit; and 
that ye so set it forth in your tetnpers, dealings, and 
conversations, at home and abroad, that, ' with well- 
doing, ye may put tb silence the foolishness of wicked 
men ;' 1 Pet ii. 15. - 

Besides which, by being thus not only almost but 
a/^o^e^Aer Christians, you will" prevail and prosper in 
several other important respects. 

1. You will glorify GOD :* you will shame his ad- 
versaries : you will prove the truth of his word ; and 
be his witnesses, that He still, hy his Spirit, dwelleth 
with men on the earth. 

2. Yoii will edify your NEIGHBOUR, by showing 
Kim what Christianity is, and what it does for men. 
You will show what it is to be a real branch in the 
'True Yine; and, thereby every sincere inquirer after 

11* 
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troth will be conTioced of the reality .and exceBence of 
your rdigioQ, and be induced to seek after it. 

3. Yoa wiU hereby best assist your MINISTERS in 
their labours. What they declare and describe, you 
will prove and exemplify : so that we shall be able to 
say of you, as the Apostle did of the Corinthians, ' Yei 
are our Epistle, written in our hearts, known and read 
of all men :' 2 Cor. iii. 2. 

4 You will be YOURSELVES 'blessed in the^ 
deed. 

I mean to return to you as soon as the precarious 
state of my health permits ; abd then shall hope for an, 
opportunity of discoursing on these things more largely. 
In the mean time, you shall have my earnest prayers 
for your daily advancement Jn true religion ; and I re- 
lyiiest youra for m^ as the best return which you can 
make or I can receive. 

. Beloved, let us fear nothing in a right cause. Only, 
to use the Apostl&'s words, 4et your conversation,' or 
general conduct among men, < be as it becometh the 
gospel of Christ'; that, whether I cbme and see you, or 
ebe be absent, I may bear of your affairs, that ye stand 
fest in one spirit, with one mind striving together for 
the faith xif the gospel, and in nothing terrified by your 
adversaries : which is to theni an evident token of per- 
dition, but to you of "salvation, and t^at of God :' PhiL 
r.:27, 28. m ' ■ .' 

With respect to my Parishioners in general, I desire 
here to express my grateful acknowledgrtients of the 
numerous civilities which I have upon all occasions re- 
ceived from them: especially for their remarkable at- 
tention to the discourses delivered by me to them from 
the pulpit. ' • . . 

1 have reason^ hoWeVef, to lament, that there are 
some in my parish, who lately appear not only ^o have 
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received no benefit from my ministry, but who are even 
offended at it. That vital and practical Christianity, 
like its Author, should often prove an offence, was forer 
told by its Author repeatedly, and that in the clearest 
tfirm^. He bids every Christian, and especially every 
Minister, weigh the consequenqes of becoming his Dis- 
ciple. — * Which of you,' says he, * intending to bmld a 
tower, sitteth not down first and counteth the cost?' 
Luke xiv. 28. And who, let me ask, was ever ex- 
empted from this cost, that, was a real builder ? Not 
the Prophets; nor the Apostles; nor Christ himself; 
nor any real Minister of ChrisI) tha.t ever I h^rd or 
read of. This arises from the very nature of things; 
for, (to change the metaphor) till man has some sense 
of his disease, he will, like a sick man, who fitncies 
himself well, oppose the kindest friend, who oflfers him 
a sovereign remedy. — Having^ therefore counted the 
cost, and knowing the natural indisposition of mati to 
the remedy of God ; I hope we shall neither be sur- 
prised nor discouraged, in meeting those consequences,^ 
which, as Ministers of Christ, we are forewarned by 
him to expect. 

As one, however, that watches fot your souls, and 
must give an account of his Ministry, I earnestly en- 
treat you to consider what an awful thing it is to ' walk 
in the counsel of the ungodly,' to < stand in the way of 
sinliers,' and to ' sit in the seat of the scornful.' But 
if, whilst the whole counsel of God is declared, yon 
should be found so lost both to your duty and your in- 
terest, as to continue to reject or neglect it, this, by God's 
help, shall not prevent my continuing to seek your good, 
in the use of the only means that can promote it.. It 
shall not provoke me to * return evil for evil,' and * rail- 
ing for railing, but contrarjrwjsev blessing :' 1 Pet. iii. 9. 
It shall not prevent my hoping for the recovery of a bit- 
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ter oppooer ; having formerly been myself more bitter 
than he. It shall not prevent my endeavouring to af- 
fect bim by invitations and persuasives. 1 will call 
upon my heart to wait, and hope^ and pray, for his re- 
turn to God. I will watch for the first e^^pearances of 
it I will omit no means to cherish it when it appears : . 
nor dare 1 omit, if such a ope still persists in his oppo- 
sition, to declare to him fully and plainly the dreadful 
and inevitable consequences thereof. 

Men and brethren, think seriously on these things — 
' things that belong to your peace'— and that ' before 
they are bidden frbm vour eyes.' I shall soon cease to 
speak to you of them, and you to hear : but both of us 
assuredly must give an accoimt of them to God. '^Khat 
we may be so prepared to meet Him, that ' he that sow- 
eth and they that reap may then rejoice together/ is tlie 
sincere and fervent prayer of 

Your affectionate Minister, 

RICHARD CECIL. 
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A-WORD ON THE PEACE, 

WITH -^ ^ ., 

A HINT FOR A LASTING ONfi; 

IN A LETTER TO G. S., ESQ. OF B . 



Second Thoughts are bes>. 



Oct. 16th, 1801. r • 

I RECEIVED your letter, desiring a few thoughts on 
the Peace, which you wish to disperse in your popu- 
lous neighbourhood. Though I can say nothing as a 
politican, yet, rather than disoblige you by saying no- 
thing at all, I will tell you what occurred on my first 
receiving the welcome news. ' 

You know I am an invalid, and growing into years ; 
and, as age and sickness naturally seek quiet, J retire 
during the summer months to a small village in Sur- 
rey, whieh lies some miles from the high road. Here, 
indeed, I obtain a relief which the town doea not afford : 
but one inconvenience attends our situation — ^we have 
no means of knowing what ip going on in the busy 
ViTorld, ei^cept the tidings which a gentleman froth the 
city brings^ who visits his family here once a week ; 
and also what we learn irom our weejcly paper. 

Now, our friend, whode return on the' Saturday we 
eagerly wsttcbf came down, and astonished us with the 
unexpected news of— PEACE ! A knot of neighbours 
was soon assembled to hear the account:, but, though 
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a few rejoic^ that a stop would at length be put to the 
effusion of blood and the cries of widows and cHrphans/ 
that provisions would be cheaper, trade flourish, and the 
occasion of much enmity be removed, &c. 6cc. yet I 
could perceive other springs at work : One, who had a 
house aad land to sell, listened eagerly, and hoped 
Peace would bring Purchasers : A poor Labourer cross* 
ed the road, and tried to edge in his thought, that bread,, 
though fallen, would be still lowers A Faroier stood 
thoughtful, but said nothing : Another, who had served 
a neighbouring camp, doubted, after all, what sort of a . 
p^ace this might turn out r But, our carpenter was loud 
oh the occasion t " Peace, at any rate," said he, " is b^t 
for the nation : ckcds^ wUl come down finely now, I'll 
warrant ye." 

We, however, jset the. bells a ringing immediately, 
though late on the Saturday evening: we went to 
church, the next d^y, but thought and talked too much 
of the Peace, and its consequence ; and, on the Mon*- 
day, we ^rere all alive in preparing to celebrate it. 
Though I bear the character of a precise and retiring 
kind of man, I endeavoured to join my neighbours in 
their expressions of joy. I- lighted up my windows : I 
suffered my children and servants in the evening to be 
the endangered spectators of the blaze and noise with 
which the village was. filled : I contributed to the ring- 
ing, though I feared it would end in drunkenness ) and 
rather encouraged the discbarge of guns, squibs, and 
crackers, though disorder and mischeif were the proba- 
ble consequences. 

But the occasion was great, and I was willing to ap- 
pear pleased, as I really was. "These estpressions," 
said I to myself, " of our general joy must liot be strictly 
scrutinised as to the manner?^ 

M leBgtik I put out my snuffs <tf candles ; and^ Jsifler 
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hearing the narrow escapes of tny chfldren from beiiig 
set on fire by the squibS; and reproving my maid for 
staying oQt too late among greater mischie& than sqaibtf, 
we retired to rest. 

Presently after this came our Newspaper, and amused 
us afresh. We found that the display which had tluown 
our villagers into amazement, was but as a nishlight 
in the general blaze of joy. We read of the ingemous 
and expensive devices with which the metropolis and 
other great towns were illuminated; crf^ feartings, of) 
processions, of bands of music, of military sahitationSi 
and of mails coaches covered with trophies, -met by par* 
ties, and drawn home in triumph without horses. 
. "Well," said I, "the occasion is great ; and big with 
benefits of various kinds, far more extensive than wo 
can fully comprehend. What kind of man is he, that 
can be unmoved ? Certainly he must be stupid and 

infatuated to a high degree ! He n^ust be ^* 

But, stay a little : may we not mistake on the other 
side ? May we not be so carried away by a present 
benefit, as to quite lose sight of a greater ? Let us 
think again. Is the Bible a fable ? Is time of more 
importance than eternity ? Are we, perishing sinners^ 
quite sober in being so alive to temporal events, while 
etertuU ones seem constantly forgotten? Let ig» think 
again—" 

Bepeatin^ this in diflferent ways, as I sat dosing by 
the fire-side, my iri^agination presented to me a aumber 
of persons in a vessel at sea, which had nearly bees, 
wrecked by a vic^nt storm. The Pilot told them that 
theyxould stay but a little while longer on board; but, 
if they took to the boat, and, by the help of their com- 
pass, made directly for th^ next harbour, they might 
yet be secure : " but," s^id he, ^* if you stay here, talk- 
ing of the late storm, and riotously enjoying your es- 
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cape, we may all yet go Co the bottom.^ " Hold your 
toDgue, you dull blockhead/' said one : ^- no croaking 
here:'' *^Tap the cask," said another: "A song, a 
song!" cried a third. Clamour soon drowned remon- 
strance : and, thus scorning the Pilot's counsel, they sat 
down together to enjoy themselves, with their backs 
to the harbour. But, while the song was singing a 
mighty wave rolled, and (except the Pilot, who had 
leaped into the boat) they all went down^ogether. 

This reverie turned my mind ibto a new train of 
thinking. When I first sat down, the present Peace 
seemed to be every thing, but now it appeared compa- 
ratively to be nothing. ** Every thing," said 1 to my- 
self, '^ is great or Uttle by comparison. What is this 
Peace, which seems to carry away the hearts and 
thoughts of the nation : when compared with the Peace, 
proclaimed from above through a Redeemer, sung by 
angels at his birth, purchased by his death, and by 
which He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believ* 
-ors?" - ' ^ 

The present Peace is proclaimed to a few countries^ 
but the eternal Peace to all nations. Wise men fear 
the present Peace will still leave us in danger from the 
•educing arts and deranging principles of our enemies ; 
but the Peace of the Gospel secures its children not 
only against the craft and malice of the world, but of 
the flesh and the devil. The present Peace still leaves 
us under many wants ^' it cannot relieve us under pain 
of body or mind : we may still remain erring, afflicted, 
depraved, guilty, dying sinners : but the Peace of God 
bringeth a Guide to the wanderer. Comfort to the 
afflicted, Grace to the depraved. Pardon to the guilty, 
and eternal Life to the d3dng. The present Peace may 
be broken almost as soon as it is made, but the Peace 
from above has this charter-^' The mountains shall 
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dejwtrt, and the hills be removed: but wy kindness 
shatU not depart from thee ; neither shall the covenant 
of my peace loe removed, saith the Lord, that hath 
mercy on thee :' Isaiah liv. 10. Once more: thepre^ 
ent Peace, however lasting, can continue but a short 
time to any of us who. have been so animated by the 
news ; but that Peace, which is secured by the promise 
and oath, Heb. vi. 18, of God to those who * flee for 
refuge to the hope set before them ' in. Christ Jesus, can- 
not be disturbed by time or death : time but ripens it, 
and death perfects it. ^ For the righteous hath hope in 
his death—- He shall enter into peace.? 

Ill a word, the Peace of God, unlike all other, is i»ro- 
posed most freely to every man : it is attended w^h no 
danger : it will meet everj/ want : it $ldmit^ of no 
hazard: it can- never end. . Whoever, therefore, ^c<m-. 
tihues madly to despise counsel, and perish in a vessel 
that soon mtist sink, let us be wi^e ; let us hearken to 
counsel before it is too late } let qs take to the boat,^and 
make for the harbour: that while others, like the sot- 
tish sailors, think of nothing but the peace and festivity 
of a moment, we may secure a .peace and prosperity 
which shall last for ever, 

I ana, &c, R. C. 

12 
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SHORT HINTS TO A SOLDIER, 

IN A LETTER FROM HIS FRIEND. 



A wovd ipokeB In due Maaon, bow go<»d Is It . . . Pftov. xw, iB. 

N ' ' r 

WY OOOIX FRIEND : ^ 

I WAS thinking, the other day, of the quiet which I 
enjoy, while you are gone forth in arnfs to defend me. 
I alflo considered what I could do for you. in return. 
" The Physician," said I, "though he does not fight, 
can bring medicines to the sick and wounded : and 
eTen a ploughboy might lead a regiment into a road 
which they had missed. Cannot I then do something 
for these brave fellows ? Some of them may he srck, 
a^d others sad. Some may not be aware who are 
their Worst Enemies ; and others may not. know their 
Best Friends ; and others stiQ may never yet have 
hoard what is the True Victory. I will try, at le^st, to 
serve them ^n these things. For who can tell ?" 

"Besides," thought I, "tk> I. not know how usefula 
hint has sometimes b^n to, me'? and do I not know 
what benefit a great soldier once received by a hint 
from a little maid, telling him of a great Prophet who 
could cure him of his. leprosy ?* Why may not other 
Soldiers be profited by a word as well as be? I say 
these my defenders should not want a real friend to in- 
struct and comfort them. I will, therefore, write them 
a letter ; an4 appeal to the Bible for the truth of it." 

A good Soldier is one who, as the Wise Man express- 
es it, ' fears God and the King, and mieddles not with 

*SKingB,y.3,3. . 
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them that sxe given to change :' Prov. xiav. 21. WhUe 
had men will always^ be murmunn^ and complaining, 
be knQWs his privileges as seta Knglishmap. He if 
firmly attached to his King and Country. He fed* 
bound, in honour and con^ienee, to defend both. ' He 
scorns to tarnish the British name by cowar4ice, idle- 
ness, drunkenness^ fraud,^ swearing, indecency, or the 
like. . 

He^ also knows that there is no villainy or pruelty 
greater than that of robbing a poor, innocent girl of her 
chara^er and virtue ; sinking her thus into prostitution, 
and destroying at oncehei^ body and soul. He ktiow^ 
too, that those, who tempt him to disbelieve the Bible, 
or to mock at sacred things, would, if they could, make 
him an enemy to God and goodness, cut off his only 
hope, and turp, as, it were, a man into a devil. . ^ 

When Rogues come and tell such a soldier^ that to 
be free, he roust be a rebel, he i^ too wise to be caught 
with the bait. He knows, that without subordination 
and obedience, thelarmy, and every other society^ must 
be turned into a Bedlam : — that civil war id the worst 
of all war :-7-and that such, as do n<^ si^bmit to lawful 
authority, can enjoy neither liberty nor property ; but 
must be(M3me the slaves of any tyrant or mob, that hap- 
pens to get uppermost' ^ . 

And, because a Soldier's life is k life of danger, a wis^ 
Soldier learns ^ow to stand prepared to meet every 
enemy, under every form, and at any moment. For, 
having the favour of Him, who governs and directs afl 
things, and who he knows wiH make him happy, 
whether he lives of dies, he has nothing to fear. 

" Fear the Enemy !" perhaps you are re&dy to say : 
"There is ndt a man among up that has any such fear. 
We stand ready to rae^t the w^rst We are ready 
to" 
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. Stay a little, ray good'friend,.and let me ask you, 
Have you well qonsiderecl who your worst enemiesaierJ 

"Why yes, to be igure we have" — some might an- 
swer : " What eaeinies can be worse than the French ? 
They meaq to do here, as they have done wherever 
' they came. They mean to strip us of our property, to 
ravish our wives and daughters^ to make slaves of us, 
and then tell us We are free. Besides which, they" ^ 

Pray don't tell me of what every body knows. I want 
to tell yovL what eVery body does not yet know, namely^ 

I. Who are our worst enemieis : ^ 

IL Who are our best friends : and- 
N III. Which is the true victory. ■ j • 

First, then, as to our ENEMIES. 

And I must inform you, that we have worse enemies 
than even the French themselves. 

" Is this possible ?" say you, 

I say yes. For those enemies are jvorse than even 
the French, who have rostde the French what they are, 
and would make the English like them. 

" Pi'ay name these Enemies." 

I will. They are the World, the JPV^^A, and the 
Devil. 

" But what do you mean by the t/?orZd ?". / 

I mean the world (npt as God made it, but) as sin 
hall made it. > For all that is in the -world, the lust of 
the flesh, the^lust of the eyeSj and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is ot the world :' 1 John ii. 16. 
Now when Money, Pi-ide, or Pleasure promines you hap- 
piness in breaking God^s commands:— and too many 
are encouraging you by" bad examples and .conversa- 
,tion to break them— rsayj ^< Here, is one of tny worst 
Enemies ! This is the, world ! This is that cheat, 
which, like the apple that Eve < was tempted with. 
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would take away my heart from God, his Fayoor and 
bis Kingdom, where only tnie joys abound." 

« And what is the Flesh ?" 

It is the scripture word for the sin of our nature, and 
that corrupt heart of man which it declares to be ' de- 
ceitful abo?e all things, and desperately wicked,' Jer. 
xvii. 9, and which is naturally do set upon the world. 
We may know this Enemy by its works, which you 
may read in Gal. v. 19. / Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are thate, adultery, fornication, un- 
cieanness^ lasciviousness, iddatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulation, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
ekivyings, murders, drunkenness, reveHings, and such 
Uke : and they which do such things, shall not inh^t 
the kingdom of God.' 

" And who is the Devil 7 for some have tried to per* 
suade me that as to a devil, it is all a bugbear." 

Yes ; and the Devil himsdf will persuade you to ber 
lieve them if he can. Don't you think it likely, that, 
if the French cQuld make a landing, they would send 
their, scouts to tell you that UiscM a hugheat^ till they 
had- got into the heart of the country ? 

But yoCi' know I promisfsd, to appeal to the fiible, and 
not to a crafty enemy's account d himself. While he 
18 acting in ambush, our Bible says, ' Be sober,^ be 
vigilant ; because your adversary the Devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, walketh about seeking whom he may devour^ 
whom resist steadfast in the &ith :' 1 PeL v. 8. 

"Why these are enemies," perhaps you wfll say, 
^' that I never seriously thought of These notions are 
quite net(?." 

But how so? , Were' you not baptized, and signed 

with the sign of the Crdss, *^ in token," as the Church 

says, "that hereafter you should not be ashamed. to 

confess the- fiiith of Christ crucified, and manfully to 

12* - 
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fight under bis banner agmnst Sin^ the W&rUy vAA 
the Devil, and thus to continue Christ's feithfui Sddier 
and Serv5int unto your life's end ?" 

But, whether known or not, these are our worst Ene- 
mies : and it is on this account that the bad principles 
c^the French are. more to be feared than their swords. 
But know your enemies, whether in France or Eng- 
land. , Whoever or whatever leads you from God and 
goodness toiinbeUef and wickedness, call an Enemy, 
HiH seed you to stand and inquire how to name such 
an enemy, for it signifies little which of three murder- 
ors makes an attack on us ; or whether a man is killed 
by a butletf a sword^<x a dose of poison. 
. And consider, I pray; you, what a shocking thing ft 
is for a brave fellow, after he has routed the French, ta 
fell a prey to still worse enemies. The French, if they 
conquered us, could but kill the body ; but the enemies 
whom I have mentioned will sini: both body and soul 
in the Pit, ' where the worm dieth not, and the fire is 
Hot quencb^d :' Mark xi. 44. 

Now if you do seriously consider, you will be ready 
to ask, '^ What can I do against such enemied as these T* 

I answer, a man may often do fliat by the help of 
friends, which he cannot do isdone. God himself comes 
to help a man, when he sends him a^ real Friend. 

Of your FRIENDS I shall speak next And as it 
is a great thing to find a real friend, so it is wis^ to know' 
,him while he bsts. Many a man has mourned that he 
never Imew his true friend till he was gone. 

I ne^ not "say that he, who relieves your wants, 
'comforts you in trouble, visits you when sick, corrects 
your mistakes, gives you good counsel, and is concern- 
ed for your interest^ or that of your family, is a real 
friend. 

The poverotment under which you live, and all who 
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strive to {>roiiHafte rule and order under it, are j^I fiiends; 
|or, ^y them, we all enjoy that liberty and tranqiiillity 
of whioh^no other nation pan bdast. . ^ 

Those officers also, are to be considered among the 
number of your best friends, who endeavour to restrain 
vice and immorality ; and thereby^ render you sober, 
re8pisctable,^and able. Soldiers: and especially such as 
add to their command the great force of their exantplsy 
in chaistily, sobriety, and regular Attendance on public 
worship. , 

' But still I must tell you that you and I ha^v^enemies 
apd tt^antSf which no friend or power upon earth can 
relieve us under. If you could ask our most excellent 
and gracious Sovereign King George about this, he' 
would tell you that there fire benefits to be bad, which 
he himself cannot give, and of which he stands in as 
much need as you or I: ay, andwhat is more, that he 
himself would be deplorably miserabb after all, if he 
should be put off with a crown only, and miss these 
benefits ^-^I mean pardon of all our sins — peace with 
God-^^h -assurance of hifei favour — victory over every 
enemy — arid an everlasting crown. . All these have 
been purchased for sinners: the chief of sinners have 
received them, and they are set before you in the Gos- 
pel ; as it is written, ' Whosoever will, let liim take tb§ 
waters of life, freely :' Rev. xxii. 17. 

Now to know thctt Friend, who can deliver from 
every enemy, and supply eveiy want— One, without 
whom a King must become poorer than a beggar, and 
by whom a beggar may become' richer than a King — 
this, I say, is knowing something to purpose, 

I declare to you. Soldier, that, while I am writing, the 
thought of such a Friend brings such comfort to my 
faeart,vthat I am well paid already for my labour. 

^his I ^y again is good news ; w.hich b what, the 
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dd word Odspet signifies : but not more good than 
true. 

Who then are those atheistical wretches, abroad and 
at home, who are seeking to destroy this Gospel, and 
rob you of your only help and comfort? What are 
they like but a pack of madmen or idiots, who, when 
they had set fire to your magazine and stores, pulled 
dowa your barracks aiid hospitals, and destroyed your 
arms, could not afterwards set up so much as a shed to 
cover you, give you a morsel of bread, or bring you • a 
better weapon than a child's pop-gun for your defence? 

But, to return. The Gospel presents a Friend. 
Amon^ other nanies he is called the Captain of our 
Salvation : Heb. ii. 10. He makes his Soldiers in- 
vincible, by putting upon them the * wjiole Armour of 
God/ Eph. vi. 13 ; and, having * all power in Heaven" 
and in earth, he supplies aU their wante out: of his 
riches in glory.' . • 

When map, at the beginning, was enticed from his 
God, and fell among enemies and wants, this Deliverer 
was promised. He came, according to this promise. . 
He lived and died, Hhe just for the unjust^ that he 
might bring us to God :' 1 Pet. iii. 18. Having taught 
us bis Father's willj he laid down his life foi; our trans- 
gressions J and, in dying, conquered our enemies ; and, 
having made our peace with God, rose a conqueror, 
'leading captivity captive, and receiving gifts for men:' 
Eph. iv.8. 

" Oh," perhaps you answer, :" I have heard of Jesus 
Christ, ?ind don't doubt what you say of him; fo^ I 
never was so wicked as to reject the Bible : but, %bme- 
how, I don't ^now how to get any. help or- comfort 
from hi0« :— rl am not religioiis.-^What can a Soldier 
do?", ^ ^ 

Whefiever you can procure the Tif^ of the bjcave Cfel. 
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Gardioer, read it ; and you will see what a soldier can 
do. In the mean time I will tell you, not a Fabie, but 
a matter of Pact. ^ \ 

There was not, perhaps, a more wicked fellow in all 
the service than a soldier I am acquainted with. But, 
one day, while he^as^ne two or three miles from the 
troop, it raine4so hard, that he was glad to take shelter 
io a farm-house. 

Now it happened that a good man lived there^ who 
soon began tallcing of what lay very near his heart, as^ 
you know we are all' apt tp do :,and what should this 
be, but the inestimable Friend I have been recommend-, 
ing to you 7 And he talked thus : 

^ A frieo4 ii^ need is a friend indeed i and there are 
times in which every man . feels the need of such a . 
friend. ^But vainly do we hope to find him among men. 
Yet I know such a one may be found. Indeed all I 
have discovered to purpose is, that none but Jesus 
Christ can do me any good. Trouble. was sent to 
preach «iy need of his help ; but I was ar good while 
)>efore I knew what to do. At length/however, he, 
that had long called to me by his word, gave me ears 
to hear, and a heart to follow bim. Well, at length, 
weary and heavy laden, I came for help to him, and I 
have found it, and all 1 want in it : and^now I cannot 
help telling to others that there is no malady of the 
ooul, but there is an infaUible remedy for it in Jesds 
Christ.: ,nor any thing which we can want, but he is as 
wi]Ung as he is able to give it." 

It still kept raining, and the soklier wa3 kept hearing 
* while severaL parts of scripture were compared^ and 
be saw that the grand design of all scripture was to 
show the Saviour to the Sinner, and bring the Sinner 
to the Saviour ; and it appeared that the good Samar- 
iitan, Luke x. 33»~-36, who bound up the wounds of the 
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man who fall amdng thieves, took him to the inniuid 
provided for him, was but a picture of this Friend. • 

At length the weather cleared, and the Soldier went 
away ; but not in the state of mind in which he had 
entered the bou^. tie went (as he lately told me) with 
the farmer, on the ne^t Sunday, to hear an eminent 
clergyman ;; and then God brought the truth hojxke td 
his heart He called at the house of an acquaintance 
of his, who told me how surprised, he was to hear him 
say, after he had sat a few minutes, '^Tom, .1 have 
been a mad man all my life, and am but just recover- 
ed :" and then related what he had heard,: and what he 

fek. , : . ' ■ 

For, as a man wakes out of a dream, and recovers 
his right mind after the wild imaginatidns of the night 
are past, stnd tells the first person he meets of the dis- 
order in which his spirits have been : so did this Sol- 
dier talk to his friend. He plainly saw how dreadfulljr 
he had been fighting against Grod and his own sotil, by 
a course of swearing, drunkenti^s, debauchery, ^nd 
unbelief. He i0w felt what a bad exatnple, yea what 
a curse he had been (o his fellow soldierd.! what an 
awful evil sin is^ ivith which he had sported ! and what 
>a dq)lh of misery he must have.£Billen into had he been 
cut o(f 4n'such-a course ! He also felt that he' never 
could be sujfficiently thankful for the repentance which 
God had now given, him : aiid/for the lively hope af- 
forded hibi' in those gracious promises made to returning 
«inniers. 

' He did much more. Many talk of religion who have 
notxe; bat. this man proves his recovery by a new 
course of life ; and be proves, that, when a man has a 
heart to serve God, he m^ serve him in any station of 
life. . If some, from Ignorance, scorned that change in 
him which he had formerly scom^ in others, no naan 
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was 80 ready to $>rgive ; for he felt po man owed so 
Qiuch to forgtveQess. No mail was so feithiul to his 
trasi or obedient in his station : for he seiVed his God 
white be served his King. No man bore'Hpmore nobly 
nnd^r difficulties ; for he knew they were all appointed 
of bis God, and were working together for his good. 
No man faced death with J^o firm a heart ; for he knew, 
that, whether he stood or fell, he was secure of Kfe 
everlastings through the promise and grace of the Lord 
Jesus. Ciirist. 

Besides which, I must Cell you that he had and still 
has- more courage than many, who only can stand the 
push of a battle. He calmly dared to confess bis 
Friend before men ; and to declare, upon every proper 
occasion, << I owe all that I am, aod all that I biope to 
be, to tte grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.'* 

1 again remihd you that I hav« not invented this ac- 
count, but tell you the real history of one who is still 
living to the honour of his friend and the good of man- 
kind. 

If ydu have such a sense of sin as has been aescri- 
b^, you will be apt to doubt whether his friend, is will- 
ing to heyour^' . Remember the Enemies I told yon 
oif: one of them, at least, is at work ; and on^ of the 
sins you have to repent of is this unbelief: for hath not 
the Friend of Sinners said, < Him that cometh unto me 
I will in no wise cast out"?' John vi: 37. Does hfe not 
also complain, ' Ye will not come to me that ye might 
have Kfe V John iv. 40. 

" But what^ you may ask, " is coming to him ?" I 
answer, it is trusting in him according to his word. As 
it is written, 'He came unto hfa own, and his own re- 
ceived him not ; hut as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe m his name :' John i. 11, 12. 
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^ And ho^," you mfty ask, ^< shall I be able to do 
this ?^' . I answer, pray in Christ's name for the Holy 
Spirit, as your promised guide ILnd comforter ; and 
again remember who bath said, 'If ye, being erU, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to. them that ask him :' Luke xi. 13* - 

Now, .having shown you ^your worst Enemies, and 
your best Friends, the path of Victory lies before ypu ; 
of which let me speak a few words. 

The TRUE AND REAL VicTpBY is tKat, wWch does 
not mock a man. Wicked men are permitted to have 
success for a time, but their short-Hved victory only 
addff to their shame and punishment. 

Suppose the French could* land upon our shores and 
take a few villages or a town on the cofast, they would 
probably dance, and vaunt, and sing of victory till you 
<^me up } but when they fell a sacrifice to their rash- 
ness, their late victory would .only bring bitter reflec- 
'tion^ Yet this is but a faint picture of many profane 
boasters, who will awatce at death to. everlasting je- 
morse, after being mock^ here with' short-li^ed vicr 
tories! . 

But a* real Christian knows of a Victory of a. more 
high and lasting nature;, and, in sight of death, can 
say, with the Apostle, * Thanks be. to God ^hich giv- 
eth us the Victory through our Lord Jesus Christ :' 
1 Cor. XV. 67. This is a Victory, which never mocks 
the Christian Soldier : for, after, conquering other ene- 
mies, he conquers Death itself. He may say, without 
fear of disajipointment, ' I have fought the ^ood fight : 
1 have finished. my courae: I have kept the faith: 
h^r^ceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness:' 3Tim. iv. 7, a 

The! Bible is die Book of Victory. But the time 
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•would fail me if I were to tell you of those Soldiers of 
God recorded iu it, who, Hhrough faith, subdued king- 
donis, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stop^ 
ped the rm^uths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the e4ge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, and turned to 
flight,' as I hope you will do now, ^ the armies of the 
aliens :' Heb. xi. 33, 34. 

But I pray you recollect, that, when the Apostle tells 
of the great things which they did, he also tells us 
again and again how they did these great tilings; 
namely, by faithj that is, by cotifidence in their 
Friend. 

" But," perhaps you will say^ " these are things of old 
time." ^ 

Indeed and in truth, my good friend, they are the 
things of every time ; for Ood hath never left himself 
without witness. Have I not just told you of a Soldier 
now living, who is a man of the very same stamp with 
those of old time ? I know others, and have heard of 
many more, who have gotten the True Victory. 

After I had written you this letter, 1 feceived an ac- 
count of one of these who is lately dead. I will give 
you ashort extract from it. 

James Ruddy was born in Ireland. He had served 
in the East Indies, and was afterwards appointed to the 
garrison at Hull. His health having declined apace 
through intemperance, it pleased God to impress his 
heart with a sense of his dangerous condition as a sin- 
ner- ,^ 

Do you ask what is meant by this ? I say such 
thoughts as these came into his mind: — "What if I 
have been true to my King and Country, have I not 
lived a rebel against the King oif Kings ? Have I not 
broken his law— joined his enemies — and despised his 

13 
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mercy ? How shall I meet him in judgment ? Wherer 
will my poor soul be, while they bury my bfidy with 
military honours 1 — shut up in darkness, pain, and disr 
grace!" 

In this way he passed many a heavy hour ; till he 
sent for the worthy Chaplain of the garrison, who has 
published the account. 

By his faithful Minister, he was led to the knowledge 
of his Almighty Friend, and taught all that I have 
been endeavouring to teach you. 

Burdened as he had been by guilt, he now began to 
lay hold on the promises of the Gospel.^ He became 
resigned to his afflictions, yea thanked God fcM- them. 
He spoke of his former sins with abhorrence; and. 
^earnestly exhorted his former companions in sin to re- 
pent and turn to God. • 

He \yould listen to none, whose conversation tended 
to puzzle and unsettle him ; but was very thankful to 
those, who helped and edified him. 

He showed an affectionate concern for his wife; 
commending her to God, and praying for her Salva- 
tion. 

He was neither impatient of suffering, nor afraid of 
dying; but was comforted and supported with those 
views which carried him beyond tbe grate, and, in 
triumphant confidence, he often repeated, that as soon 
as his breath should leave the body, his spirit would be 
present with the Lord. 

When his disorder increased so much that he could 
converse no more with men,, he conversed with his 
Saviour in fervent prayer ; by whom he was supported, 
till U period was put to his sufferings on the last day of 
the year 1T97. 

And now. Soldiers, let me ask thee. Is there any Vic- 
tory tike this ? Others only hope to conquer one 



Digitized 



by Google 



.^ SHORT HINTS TO A SOLDIER. 147 

Enemy^ But. thfe man cooqiiered alL Others pnly 
hope (p conquer while they live : but ihis man con- 
quered most gloriously when be died. Death to him 
was but -passing from a conflict to a crown. The vic- 
tory of others gains but a mite, and lasts but {<x a mo- 
ment ; but. this man won ^ a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory :' 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

Before I conclude this letter, and as I never may 
have an opportunity of speaking to you again, I be-- 
seech you seriously to reflect, that God has now brougtit 
that truth to your mind, by Avhich you must one day 
stand or fall before his bar: I mean that important 
truth which I wish you to.be convinced of before it is 
too late ; namely, that you are a perishing i»nner on ^e 
brink of Eternity — that your help is not in yourself, but 
in Christ, to whom I have been directing you for par- 
don, peace, and complete Salvation. He alone can 
give you a new heart and a right spirit, that you may 
henceforth live like a Christian, and no more return to 
folly. Whoever carries the truth to a man, it is -God 
vthat sent it. And the truth that does iiot save a man, 
will be a witness against him. 

'^ But," say you, '^ can such a man as I hope to ob- 
tain the same victory ?" 

Why not ? — The same friend by which the men I 
have been telling you of, gained their victory, is now 
calling you to ^ look unto him and be saved :' Is. xlv. 
22. 

Every one of them that are saved was as txr from 
salvation once as you can be- now* 

But it began with a serious thought ; such as, 
"What am I. about?— What shall I do, in the end 
thereof ?— How shalll meet death? — ^How shall I stand 
in judgment? — How shall I endure the sentence, <Go 
ye cursed into everlasting fire ?' " 



Digitized 



by Google 



148 MISCELLANIES. 

Thid went on to a holy desire; such as, <<0 
wretcbed^man ! who shall deliyer me? Oh that I could 
return to that God whom I have oflfended — ^Oh that I 
might have his favour !" 

It then proceeded to a secret praver ; such as, 
' God be merciful to me a sinner— Teach me thy way, 
OLordr 

And all the rest, which you have heard of, followed 
in them as a fruitful tree rises up from a little seed, or 
as a Church begins with a sing'le.stone. 

The man, that looks to Heaven for help, sholild de- 
spair pf nothing. The 'battle' then *is not ours, but 
God's :' 2 Chron. xx. 16, being confident of this t^ery 
thing, that he, which hath begun a good worlc, will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ : Phil. i. 6. 

Go forth then, Soldier, in the strength of the Lord, 
and in the power of^his might ; and yoti shall join 
those (^onquerors. who are now singing an eternal 
-song of Victory. In the mean time I will leave you a 
verse or two of the cxLivth Psalm ; and may God the 
Holy Spirit enaUe you to sing it with grace iri your ^ 
heart ! , 

For ever blessed be the Lord, 
My Saviour and my Shield : 
• He sends his Spirit with his Word, 
To arm me for the Field. 

When Sin and Hell their force unite. 
He makes my Soul his Care ; 
; Instructs me to the heav'nly Fight, 
And ^ards me< through the War. 

A Frisnd and Helper so divine, 
Shall my weak Courage raise : 
" ' ^ He makes tlie glorious Vict'ry-mine, 
^ And his shall be the praise. 
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ADDRESSED TO A CHRISTIAN SUBJECT TO TEMPORARY ALAR1C8 
RESPECTING THE TRUTH OF THE SCRIPTURES. 



» ready always to give an answer to every man thai asketh y<m a reason of dw 
' hope that is in you: ... 1 Pit. iii. 15. 



Feb. 18, 1804. 

DEAR MADAM : ' . ♦ 

I SUSPECT that much of the depression wliich you 
mentioned to me lately, proceeds from the present re- 
laxing season. You are nervous ; and have been of 
late much confined to ,your house. Solitude, also, as 
well as society, has its peculiar temptations. Probably 
Mr. , professionally engaged with his wonted ener- 
gy, would smile at the apprehensions which disturb his 
wifie, though he feels equally interested in the subject 
before us. But, certainly, there is something more than 
nerves and seasons to be considered, with respect to the 
minds of pious persons occasionally harassed with in* 
fidel objections. I spoke, indeed, only what occurred 
at the moment, in reply to your difficulty: yet, as you 
tell me that you received benefit from my observa- 
tions, and nOw wish for the substance on paper, I will 
endeavour to recollect what I then said. 

I remember to have begun by remarking, that the 
religious world has not been sufficiently instructed in 
the Evidences of Revelation ; or, as to the ground on 
which thinking men receive the Bible as the Word of 
God. . Young converts are so affected with the discov^ 
ery of their lo5t condition, of the importance of salva- 
13* 
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tion, and of the Scriptures as their only rule, that they 
are for proceeding as soon and as fast as possible. If 
they can but build rightly on the foundations they 
have no question as to the foundation itself. And, in- 
deed, if this foundation should never be called in ques- 
tion afterwards^ all would be well ; but I feel convinced 
that something more than an implicit faith is necessary 
here : a merely traditional adherenre to Scripture lies 
too much exposed to assaults, especially in such an age 
as this — ^an age, in which one cad scarcely take up a 
.daily print, or pass an hour in company, wfthout meet- 
ing some remark which has a tendency, more or less, 
to sap the ground on which we stand. . . 

I myself was once a professed infidel : that is, one 
who, carried away first by the love of sin, hoped the 
Bible might liot^be true. I then listened to such as 
were hardened enough to assert that it was not true : till, 
at length, I believed my own Ke ; and the vanity of ap- 
pearing something like a philosopher, who had thrown 
off the traditions of the nursery, set me on propagating 
that lie. But when, like the prodigal, < 1 came to my- 
self,' I hi^d many painful steps to tread back, and many 
difficult and intricate paths io retrace. I now wished 
that the Bible might be true, and was glad to receive 
help frpra any able guide who had written on its evi- 
dences. Grotius, Bishop Butler, and many others help- 
,ed me to see, that he, who is acquainted with the evi- 
dence which God, has annexed to his word, has not 
only every thing he cad reasonably requir'fe, but that, as 
Mr. Soame Jenyns has remarked, he^will £ind t/ re- 
quires more faith to be a consistent tnfidel than to'be 
a Christian, " , ♦ 

But you ask, "Do you never feel a shake After all 
this inquffy and experience?" I answer. Now and 
the& an unexpected &nd malignant blast meets my 
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mind, and obliges me to have recourse to my usual 
method. Perhaps, after what I have known and felt, 
I ought to repel it instantly as a temptation. Perhaps, 
at my standing, I ought not to ;tionour such an assault 
with any examination at all. But I am not telling you 
what may be my dutt/y' hut what is my ptaciice. 
Moreover, such is the frdme of my mind, that I fear no 
other method than that which I take would satisfy it. 
As soon, then, as an alarm is given, I cast the eye of 
my mind over the leading evidences of the Scriptures, 
of which I. have an habitual recollection, and which 1 
need not particularize in their (wrder to you, I Hkewi,^ 
conteinplate facts and experience^ and soon obtain re- 
pose. Like a man who is told that the foundation of 
bis houde is in danger, I call for the key of the vaults 
on whkh my dwelling stands. I light a candle, walk 
down stairs,.and pass very deliberately through the arch- 
es : I examine very particularly the arch suspected ; 
and, after having satisfied myself that the foundation 
remains perfectly safe, I walk up again, lock^be door, 
hang up the key, put out the candle, and quietly go 
.9bout my business, saying as I go, '^ They may raise 
ajfi alarn, but I find all is safe." 

"Have you had occasion," say you, "often thus^to 
go down ?" Not very often. " Did you always return 
satisfied?" Always. " Then be so kind as .to mention 
some part of that train of thinking from which this 
satisfaction arises." 

Wer^ It Mad^m, conversing with an avowed Infidefj 
it would be proper to bring forward a regular statement 
of the evidences of Revelation : but this will not be 
necessary here ; especially as your present request re- 
spects only those considerations which generally satisfy 
myoionmind, 

I shall begin with inforniing you, that I cannot look 



Digitized 



by Google 



15d ailSCELLAVIES* 

around me, without being struck with the Analogy ob- 
servable in the works of God. I find the Bible written 
in the style of bis other books of Creation and Provi- 
dence. ^J'he pen seems in the same band. I see It; 
indeed, write, at times^ mysteriously in each of these 
books ; but 1 know that mystery in the works of God 
is only another name for my ignorance. The mo- 
n^nt, therefore, that I become liumble, all becomes 
Tight. . 

I observe nothing coming from the hand of man like 
the Scriptures, in majesty of wisdom, in sanctity or 
simplicity: especially in marking the distinctions be- 
tween right and wrong ; and that too at a time when 
the most enlightened of the pagan, world were con- 
founding them. When I look into the theology of the 
heathen (that is of all without the light of , Revelation) 
I find the greatest errors, and often the most extrava- 
gant fables, pervading their best systems : but, upon 
turning to the Bible, it seems to be said again, " LET 
'INHERE BE LIGHT." Here, alone, I find the true 
God : and discover his real 'character from his own 
declarations and dispensations.' The altar raised to an 
" Unknown GocT^ stands a monument of the Uindness 
slnd wretchedness of the worshippers : But, in the 
Bible, I see * Glory' is given ' to God in the highest ; 
peace on earth' is revealed ; and ' goodvwill to men' so 
e^cpreasly points put the fneans of this peace, that, if 
these means were universally adopted, the present 
" Bedlam of the Universe" must beimmediately changed 
into a happy state of order, truth, and love. Of this 
I can no more doubt, than. I can doubt that I am at 
this moment endeavouring to recollect ouj: morning 
conversation. 

The Bible also contains the true history of man ; so 
that there is not a word in his mouth, no^* a-thought in 
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his heart, but its Author knew them altogether. Well, 
therefore, might oiie say, " Give me a Bible and a can- 
dle in the deepest dungeon, and I will tell you all that 
is goiug on in the world." In this book only, I see the 
real character and deep malignity of that disorder la 
creation called Sin, fully exposed, t see also a holy law, 
by which it must be tried. 1 see the infinite worth of 
that soul of man, on which sin acts as a fatal' poison. 
I am able to see so much of the et^nal world, as^ to 
form a just estimate. of the present. I am here taught 
my real wants and resources, — But what benighted 
views had the wisest among the heathen of these most 
important truths! Well might he say, "Either God 
must send a special teacher, or man must for ever re- 
main in ignoraiace." ^ . 

I see also in this Sacred Record, a Redemption or 
Recovery suited to my fallen state ; arid that in this re- 
covery, God has not only consulted the need of his crea- 
ture man, but also the honour of his own character and 
government. B14, in his conducting of the concerns of 
an infinite government, I do not stumble at finding 
that * God's thoughts' are not as * my thooghts.' 

I seethe means of this recovery pointed out to man 
at his fall; and expressly held forth by prophecy, dii- 
ring a course of four thousand years : and that, by a 
sXiccessioii of pious men, of various ranks, ages, and na- 
tions ; and living under different dispensations; inca- 
pable, therefore, of concerting h plaji, though perfectly 
harmonizing in thejr grand object. I cannot conceive 
how this harmony could be produced but by inspira- 
tion of God. 

Such a union in prediction, and such exact corres- 
pondence in events^ togethei* with the fulfilment of the 
other predictions contained in this book, I view as a 
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STANDING MiBACLE to this day in proof of its inspira- 
tioQ. 

-We need not go to the New Testament to learn the 
history of Christ and his kingdom. An ancient rec<^d, 
scrupulously preserved through ages by his present ene- 
mies the Jews, foretells the time, place, and manner of 
his birth ; the circumstances of hirlife, rejection, mira- 
cles, death, and resurrection ! the subjects of his king- 
dom ; its progress, opposition, and victory. Nor did 
this chain of prophecy dose on his appearing ^ for he. 
expressly declared what should foUow on his gospel be- 
ing rejected by the Jews : he gave an exact description 
of the overthrow of their Chbrdi and State ; together 
with a declaration of the events of his own kingdom to 
the end of the world. Every other book is perfectly 
dark on these most important of all truths : ^but, on 
opening this book) by far the most ancient in the world, 
I see them all expressly set before me. , 

Nor is this grand event notified only by prophets. 
To keep alive and direct the expectation which had 
beenraised, I observe a long train of emblems or types 
instituted. 'Shadows of good things to come' were 
kept up, and special tokens of the divine presence were 
afforded until shiloh came, to whom It had long beea 
predicted that * the nations should be gathered.' 

In the fullness of time I see shiloh come. Ahdl 
perceive the broad seal of heaven in ' signs, wonders, 
and mighty deeds/, set to his mission. So grand a de- 
sign is. worthy of such an attestation. Omnipoteitice 
could find no difficulty in producing it ; and the witness- 
es are unimpeachable. Bad men could not invent 
such d^±harcLcter as Christ ; good men could not attest 
falsehood, A number of pious and consistent witnesses 
could, neither be deceived themselves. nor deceive others, 
as to the facts whicb they bad seen, which they re^ 
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eorded, and which they stood ready to seal with their 
blood. They could appeal to whole churches, as jiving 
witnesses of the continuance of this seaL Evea the in- 
fidels of that day did not attempt to ^^ny the JactSj 
however absurdly they attempted to account for them^ 

Nor can I reasonably object to this knowledge as 
-coming by the testimony of others : for has not Ood 
appointed that the greatest part- of my knowledge can 
be received no other way, -than by the report of com- 
petent and credible witnesses ? I have no doubt at all 
of the existence of Rpme or Constantinople; and yet 
what more do I know of these cities than by report ? 
and what doubt h^ve I of their existence ? Cases of 
life and death are every day determined by the evi- 
dence of testimony. In the gospel history, and in the 
effects following, I have all the evidence which the 
case admits, and all which an humble mind will re- 
quire. , 

I find also this testimony attended with that accident 
tal Bind cirot^m^/on/iaZ evidence, which attaches only 
to truth. A numl)er of simple witnesses state facts^ 
many of which had passed in the presence of multitudes 
as well as of themselves. They make no comment : 
they court no prejudices: they conceal, no feelings: 
they obviate no probable objections. They also main- 
tain this testimony, not only without a single worldly 
motive, but against all worldly hope. 

I perceive the reverse of this in the opposers of th« 
truth. From that day to this, art, malignity, falsehqpdi 
and an evident hatred to the humble and holy princi- 
ples of the Gospel, appear on the very face of their op- 
position. And yet I can gather honey from the carcases 
of these Lions. Josephus, the Jew, and Tacitus the 
Pagan, confirm the history of Christ, and the fulfihnent 
of his propheci^. Suetonius and . PKny, Celsus and 
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fiwrphery^ while they pursue their secular projects, and 
occasionally express their malignity againstChristianity, 
confirm the very facts on which I build my hope. 
Such is the uniformity of truth that it derives evidence 
from its very opposers. 

Besides this diversity of evidence arising from such 
opposite characters, I cannot but know the astonishing 
. moral cl^ange which took place in a great part of the 
world ; and that it took place upon setting forth the 
character, teaching, miracles, passion, and resurrection 
of Christ. This is another standing monument of 
truth and its victories. The strong-holds of pride, prej- 
udice, policy,. ix>wer, and philosophy,- were pulled down 
— ^by what? By arts or arms? by carnal policy or 
worldly prospects ? No. The * weapons of this warfare 
Were not carnal, but spiritual ;' yet I see them < mighty 
through God to the pulling down these strong-holds.' 
I see them doing this, not only. in barbarous nations-; 
but in the . most enlightened on earth ; not only the 
poor and illiterate acknowledged and died for the truth, - 
but mea of eminence and science could not resist its 
evidence; and therefore declared, that 'what things 
had once been gain to them, the^ how counted loss for 
Christ.* 

As it is evidently the design of Revelation to recover 
an alienated creature to his God, so 1 am penetrated 
with the Wisdom and Grace discovered in suiting the 
meaiis of recovery to the apostacy of fallen man. The 
scripture method of recovery accommodates itself to 
man, as he t^ ; not, as he might have been. It comes 
down to his state and case, however desperate. It aims, 
by every means to win his heart, as well as to alarm 
his conscience. Man, like Adam,^ flies from the yoioe 
of his God to some hiding-place, but the voice follows 
him : < O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me 
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is thy help.' Sottish Man would stop his ears .to the 
voice of his friend ; but 'God thundereth :marveIlously' 
in them. He " falls. {Cmoug thieves; but the Good 
Samaritan pities him, 'binds up his wounds, and pro- 
vider for his wants. He is still prone to wander like a 
silly sheep; but the Good Shepherd restores him, and 
' beseeches him to be reconciled.' The offer of such a 
friendship confounds him: .he feels troubled at the 
strange proposal — 

^ Dwells in all Heayen Charity bo dear ?" 

the Good Shepherd layeth down his life to prove it. ^ 

When I contemplate the authentic and unbroken 
ch£mnel, through which this Sacred Record is brought 
to my hand ; the various translations which have pre^ 
served it entire from the first ages ; its marvellous pres- 
ervation under every attempt ip destroy it; the jeal- 
ousy of opposite sects, watching over each other oa'any 
atteinpt to corrupt it; the attestation of its bittei^st 
enemies to all its important facts, corroborated by fheir 
^character, as weD as that of its friends and adherents : 
when I regard the rites and ordinances set up at the 
time to commemorate .those facts, and which stand as 
.monuments recording them to this day ; whea I be- 
hold the. present state of the Jews, and mark their still 
obstinate adherence to that very record which has so 
long and so expressly foretold the state in which I see 
them-^I say whenever I contemplate these particulars, 
I feel overwhelmed with evidence : I say to myself, 
" * Tlie word of the Lord is tried : a cunningly devised 
fable' will stand no such t^st." And I am, by neces- 
sity, brought to the following dilemma : — Either that 
'this record is true ;' or, that it 'must be strangely de- 
termined, in providence, that ' the sincere and diligent 
seeker of truth shall inevitably be deceived.' 

14 
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But I. cannot for a moment admit the latter snppo- 
skion : for I dare n6t think of God but as holy, just, and 
goodj and as ' a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
him.' But to suppose that He, who foresees, directs, 
and governs every event, would concur in the propagation 
of a plausible lie ; that this lie should be attended with 
BtrQUg and various evidences ; that it should be so like 
a ray from heaven, a light shining in a dark place,. a 
balm to the wounded, a direction to the humble inquirer, 
and a way of holiness to the ungoiUy — to suppose, 1 say, 
that God would permit all this, in full ^ view of its de- 
ceiving the seeker of truth, and mocking and disappoint- 
ing those who desire above all things to serve and glorify 
Him! verily, such a supposition tends to blasphemy.! 
it supposes the Most Holy to act like a demon ! and it 
irophes that infidels and profligates are the only chil- 
dren of light and liberty ! Sonie object to mysteries : 
but what mystery in the Bible is t6 be compared with 
that, which must follow ob such a supposition ? 

I see, at this day, the very opposers of the Gospel 
stand among the proofe of it. The vagrant and stum- 
bling Jew — ^the supercilious Gr£ek-^ihe^ disputatious 
Heretic — the . sneering Infidel— the loose Professor--^ 
all these become iavoluntary witnesses that the Author 
6( this Book is a searcher of hearts. He has expressly 
written their history,iaad. accurately drawn their charac- 
ters, before they were born ; . and, were not such charac- 
ters afterward to appear, the Scriptures would be un- 
intelligible. 

I find some simple believers in danger of- being over- 
borne by the insolence, with /which the men of this 
world treat the counsel of God, and those who fear him : 
a blind majority alarms them. They are not aware, 
also, how plausibly an artful sophist can darken and 
confound the clearest evidence. For my part, I s^e 
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only what might Oataraily be expected. Would it not 
be strange if these birds of night did not hate the morn- 
ing ? if they did not endeavour to shut put its beams 7 
Was I not one of them? Am I not in their secret? 
Did I not once «peak as they do now? and, do I not 
know the reasyn ? ' 

" Whatsoever is received," says the old maxim, " will 
be received according to thd nature of the recipient." 
He, that feels his guilt and danger, will be ready to say, 
^' This Gospel is what I needed, but could not have 
contrived ; but, being revealed, it exactly ^uits my case.". 
Thus ' the hungry will be filled with good things,' while 
' the rich will be sent empty away.' This pillar of fire 
and cloud, which brings light and shade to an IsraelUe, 
occasions darkness and destruction to an Egyptian. 
The Gospel becomes a trial of men's spirits ; and, by it, 
' the thoi^ts of many hearts are revealed.' The man, 
who loathes his dungeon, will gladly take this Lamp, 
and explore his. way to liberty ; while another, who 
loves his bondage, will only dispute or slumber by it. 

It is as impossible for me to doubt that Might is -come 
into the world,' as to doubt that of which I have daily 
proof, namely, that ' men love darkness rather than light, 
beca-use their deeds are evil' I plainly see the reason 
why the Bible is. not universally received with joy. 
How meah, a revelation, compared with the Scriptures, 
would that be, which could teach men how their present 
propensities might be gratified ! and yet a book that 
could point out this, would soon be translated into.a/f 
languages^ and find its way over the whole earth. 

The confined reception of truth is the natural result 
of the extent of human depravity. I liave a clear con- 
viction, that spiritual Food, Medicine^ and durable Riches 
are freely proposed to a multitude wherever the Gospel 
comes : but some of them v^iU not so much as hearken 
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to the proposal : some just venture to touch and taste it, 
as if they' suspected it would poison thero. I see this 
continually. And yet white I see this, do I not also see 
this vei;y same multitude ready to flock round every vile 
mountebank who solicits their attention 1 They will 
not only hearken to his rant, but throw up th^ir shil- 
lings for his packets; and shallow them, nothing doubt- 
ing. ' Who hath believed our report V complains a 
prophet : or, in other words, Who will not believe any 
onei — except his true and only infallible Physician ? 

But, notwithstanding the prevalence of this kingdom 
of darkness, I see also a ' kingdom of heaven,' not only 
foretold, hvA actually set up, in this world. Time, 
which has swept away in their turn other ancient govern- 
ments, has, from the days of Abel the righteous, to thi^^ 
dayj witnessed a righteous and permanent Kingdom 
established in the hearts of the faithful ; one, e^^actly 
of the same nature, and producing the sanie holy effectSj 
in whatever age or nation it has been set up.- — Nothing 
fundamental has ever been changed in it; and its new 
form, under Christ, is but the flower or perfection of the 
whole dispensation: Even now may we say, * Go and 
ielP every serious inquirer, that, in this Kingdom, the 
morally *• blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansied, the deaf heat, the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them ; and 
blessed is he who shall not be oflended'at the Author 
and the means. Nor does it neejd a moment's consid- 
eration, to determine whether these moral miracles, 
wrought QU the immortal spirit of man, be not far more 
important than those physical ones, which were once 
wrought on his perishing body. 

I feel no disposition to stumble at the mysteries of 
Revelation till I forget myself. He, who ventures be- 
yond his depth, must be drowned* There are some 
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troths ia my own affiiirs, which, however I state tb^m 
to my children, must appear to them strange and incred- 
ible : could they be presented to the intellect of i fly, 
they must appear much more so. There is, however,, 
some proportion between^ the intellect of a man and that 
of a fly ; but no proportion at all, between that which 
Infinite and that which is infinite. In viewing, there- 
fore, the scheme of redemption, I seem like one viewing 
a vast and complicated machine of exquisite contri- 
vance : what I comprehend of it is wondei^ ; what I 
do not, is perhaps more so still. 

I have repeated proof, that^ in venturing into the 
presumptuous path of the first Adam, I soon lose my- 
self in disorder and darkness ; but, in following the 
lowly footsteps of the second Adani, X find the Way^ the 
Tn4ihy and the Life, 

Nothing appears to me more extravagant than the 
folly and madness of that man, who can trifle with 
considerations on which bis eternal interests depend. 
He must soon quit his hold of present things : he must 
soon enter another world : the grand question therefore 
is, does, any thing present itself like footing in the abyi^ 
before him? Can a floating atom adhere to any thing 
like substance? I see <jne ground of hope only, oh 
which I can yenti^re ; and could I be deceived in the 
attempt, I should be but as others. Like the dQve,^tbere- 
fore, which * went to and fro, but found no rest for her 
foot till she returned to the Ark :' so, after trying other 
means olF rest I am' reduced from necessity to flee.to 
that only Rest and Refuge set before me in the Gospel. 

I observe a sort of evidence of the truth .of Christian- 
ity, which none but a Christian can have, and which 
partly depends upon a moral Taste, Like a man 
who has an ear for. music, a Christian will perceive 
harmony and sweetness, where another, who has not 
, - '-• ■• 14* •' 
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this taste, will find nothing but noise. When a multitude 
were gathering to drag the Apostle .to prison fpr preach- 
ing the truth, an individual receives and obeys this truth 
as th6 means of salvation. How is this ? Had she a 
. better understanding than the rest ? No such reason 
is given: but it is said that ^ the Lord opened her 
HEART, that she attended unto the things that were 
spoken o£ Paul.' Verily, we must know that * there is 
a path which the Vulture's eye hath not seen, and 
which no' such ' fowl knoweth :' and, what seems more 
extraordinary, we know that such cannot, or will not, 
see this path, after all imaginary pains have been taken 
to show it to tbem. ; . 

. A Christian has also evidence of Earperienee : like 
that of a. man, who has long dwelt in a house which 
another has only walked round, and examined on the 
outside.^ The external observer may question whether 
any thing is to be found in thehouse at which he looks ; 
hut it is much too late for us to doubt, who have long 
inhabited the dwelling: ire cannot unknow what we 
hav& known: tre cannot but have the clearest convic- 
tion,, that, till we were brought into this house, we were 
destitute of the shelter, provisions, and comforts which 
we now enjoy, and of which we are so desirous that 
others should be partakers. Now, th<)ugh this, as well 
as some of the before-mentioped arguments, , canp6t 
properly be urged on the conscience of an infidel, we 
certainly ought to take the benefit of it to ourselves. 

' Behold the days come, - saith the Lord, > in which I 
will perform that good thing, which I have promised to 
the house of Israel.' Here 1 feel, that, if no one beside 
inyself could be a witness of ^the fulfilment of this prom- 
ise, I must, be utterly abandoned to. falsehood if I did 
not acknowledge the" acconiplishment of it in my own 
state and heart. 
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^Whatsoever doth make manifest is light :' but we 
have a conviction in our breasts, amounting to moral 
certainty, that it is only by the light of Revelation th^t 
we have been enabled to appreciate justly other things, 
and discern their true colour, worth, and importance. 
Instructed by this, we perceive, that if modern moral- 
ists reason better* than their pagan forefathers, it is be- 
cause they are born under a brighter day, and borrow 
from it those very assi$iances which their depravity 
often employs agaiUst it We cannot but recollect that, 
when our heajrts became humble, the light of Revela* 
tion, like that of -the sun, brought its own evidence 
with it; insomuch, that, when^<7hrist spake to us by 
his word, he seemed to say to us, as he once said to the 
man whose eyes he opened, ' I that speak unto thee, am 
He.' 

The instruction, which a Christian receives from this 
great Teacher, makes all he e&&A without and feels 
within both natural and accountable ; and his Teach- 
er'« counsel also shows him WHAT TO DO in the 
case. But, without such help, he feels like one driven 
out to B&a, without rudder or compass ; and who, for 
any thing he knows to the contrary, may be dashed to 
pieces in a moment. ■. , 

Necessity felt, and Help received, become an argu- 
ment at hand with Christians in every station. Thus 
the believing poor feel the use and worth of the Scrip- 
tures as an illiterate Mariner feels the use and worth of 
his Compass. The Mariner, perhaps, h^s neither curi- 
ositj^nor capacity enough to inquire why h is ^ needle 
takes a polar direction ; or, what the learned have to say 
on its observed variations in different parts of the- 
globe : he knows nothing of the laws of magnetiism, 
why iron and not lead should be the I'ecipient of it, 
when or by whom it was discovered, or to what variety 
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of purposes it may be applied y but this man knorw?, il- 
literate as he is, that it is by this needle only that he 
finds his way through a trackless ocean : he knows, 
that, by this alone, he has escaped many dangers, and 
obtained many deliverances : he knows he can proceed 
safely, only as he is directed by it ; or take rest, only 
as he attends to it ; and that it will bring him home to 
his family and friends at last. * Thus the Poor take the 
benefit of Revelation, though they are not able accu- 
rately to maintain theories, nor answer questions re- 
specting it, as a scholar might* 

Th6 value of a thing is sometimes best discovered 
by observing the effects resulting from the want of it 
When I have beheld the desperate malignity of an un- 
believer whom I have visited in his dying moments, 
and have seen him s^urn at the only help and kindness 
that could be afforded him in such circumstances; or 
when I have laboured to convince a silly young crea- 
ture,.intoxicated with vanity, sunk in sensoahty, deaf 
to counsel, and plunging into ruin : when I say I have 
looked on such men, could I doubt for a moment as to' 
what a reception of the Gospel would do for them ? I 
stand assured that it would pluck a brand from the 
burning; that it would bring a madman to his senses ; 
that it would change a devil into an angel. Can I 
doubt, after such an assurance, whether this same Gros- 
pel be true, and the appointed remedy of Grod ? 

Not that a. bare assent to the letter of this divine 
record will produce any such effects. You and I, 
Madam, know too many who believe the History of 
the Bible as firmly as they believe the History of England, 
and with much the same effect. Such a fkith as this 
wiU'only witness against them. There needs a Teacher, 
as Well as a Book ; an influence as. well as ,a light 
"The gospel," as one observes, " is a mighty engine for 
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raising the fallen nature of man ; but God must bave 
th6 working of it." 

But, whatever use man makes- of this standard of 
truth, the standard itself remains. fixed, tried, and unim- 
paired. When. I take down a great author, such as 
Lord Bacoi^, I find that time has discovered many er- 
rors, and' rendered obsolete many positions, to be found 
in that most comprehensive of human minds. But I 
see that Time can take nothing from the Bible.' I find 
it a living monitor. I feel convinced that I might have 
escaped all qiy errors through life, had 1 paid attention 
to its admonitions. Like the sun, it is the sanie in its 
light and influence to man this day^ which it was ages 
ago. It cari meet. every present inquiry ; it can con- 
sole under every present loss: and it can become, in 
God's hand, a daily exciting cause of growth and com^ 
fort. .1 

But on the supposition that we bad not such firm 
footing for our hope and comfort as has been stated; 
^et even then, b man, who was not tied and bound by 
depraved habits, or inveterate pr^udices would surely 
avoid thfe edge of a precipice. He would say, '-In or- 
der that I may not make a mistake which cannot after- 
wards be rectified, I wiB k$ep as far as possible from 
danger. . It surely .becomes me to act in matters of the 
last irn()ortance with the precaution .which I use in 
matters of the least importance. In matters of such 
moment, I. must avoid even hazard.^^ 

* Fools make a mock at sin :* but sin appears, from 
experience as well as from the Scripture, to be an in- 
' finite jeviL I see it Dow convulsing the nation. I 
am shocked at its cruelty and outrages as I pass the 
streets. It deranges my family. It disorders my wor- 
ship. It pollutes and torments ray heart. I can form, 
indeed, no right judgment how it nmy become infinite 
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. jiu^ice to treal this evil ; but I can tak^ the judge's 
OWN ACCOUNT. I cah take warning when he de- 
clares repeatedly that he will bring the impenitejTit to a 
state ' where the worm dieth not and where the fire is 
not quenched.' I can take divine counsel how to avoid 
these awful consequences. I can take the safe side : 
and in so doing 1 am sure of losing nothing, even if it 
could be proved that I should gain nothing. 

We cannot avoid perceiving a distinc^t class of men, 
who, from the beginning of time, were taught and dis- 
posed to serve the living and true God : we cannot help 
marking the Identity of their character, and the supe- 
riority oi their views ; their zeal for truth and their 
daily anxiety to improve under its direction. Nor can 
we avoid perceiving the rest of mankind drowned in cares 
or pleasures ] either casting ofi* all fear of God, or be- 
coming the blind ddpes of some contemptible supersti- 
tion. Nor can we hesitate a moment to which of th^ese 
two division^ of mankind we should join ourselves I 

As a foolish youth, who knows not how to prize the 
privilcige? of his fattier's hou3e, care, and counsel, seeks 
the' friendship of some dangerous §tranger : thus, on 
taking um'brage at something met with in the Church, 
I have petulantly walked into the World for relief. 
Happy for me ! what I met there soon convinced me 
that I. must make the best of my way back again; I 
found hypocrisy and farqe in the Church : in the World 
I found nothing else ; and pure truth and solid conso- 
lation, only in the Bible. . ^ 

Happy also for us, if by any means we are brought 
to receive the truth in time. On my first coining into 
our neighbourhood, one, , who possessed a considerable 
estate in it, was not satisfied with jocosely expres^ng 
his own infideUty, but thought he complimented me by 
ic^inuating, that, secretly^ I was of his sentiment A 
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mortification in his bowels soon after made him seribus, 
and then he discovered his falal mistake. He sent for 
me in the greatest anxiety, but too late for ednversation. 
The agony, ' however, of hjs mind when dying" re- 
minded me of that^observation, ^^Hell istriUh seen too 
lateP ^ 

And is' this all that the god of this world can give his 
servants for believing his lie ? One thing more perhaps, 
he may add .-^^the opiate of a stupid conscience to make 
them die qaietly. But I cannot be content with such 
wages. Annihilation, which is the Unbeliever's 6 w^ 
hope, is the Christian's worst fear. He alone stands a 
candidate for an enduring substance : the Bible alone 
purposes it: and what . has the world to offer, in its 
sophistries or satisfactions, which should dissuade hini 
one moment from thus standing ? 

On the other hand I see^ wild &natic rnangling the 
Scriptures till some are ready to call them in question : 
but I see no question arise from henc^. Had this delu- 
ded creature ceased to follow his imagination, and trod 
the humble and practical path of his guide, he would 
have ceased to be a fanatic. 

Not am I a whit more stumbled at the hypocrite. 
Like Simon Magus, 1 see him paying homage to excel- 
lence, while he has *no part nor lot in the matt«:.' 
Like a spurious miracle, he derives all his credit from 
those that are true ; as a counterfeit coin or note Would 
deceive none, tf true had never existed.. " Tell me not,^i 

said your old friend Mrs. to her delation, 'f how 

many hypocrites you. find in the Church. I tell you 
I know I am not one myself; and that is, enough for 
me." 

To set before you the objections which have been 
inade to Revelation, and the satisfactory answers which 
have been repeatedly given and are in every body's 
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hand«, would be but to trifle with your time. And, in- 
deed, were not such solutions at hand, we know that a 
Weli./bunded fact is not ^ |[)e overthrown, because ob- 
jections may be started against it, which we are not 
Prepared to answer. Many of us, who have been ob- 
J^tora, Icnow also that the * carnal mind, which is en- 
^^^y against God,' lies at the root of such objections ; 
^^d that those, « who receive not the love of ihe truth,' 
^^ in tii^ ixray to be punished with tha^ * strong delusion 
^ ^f belie viB^g a lie.' 

MW^mr U)6 juit laws, Uie judgment of the akies ! 
MM^» Uiat hatea troth, ahaU be the dupe of Ilea. 
.A.n<l he, that ttUl be cheated to the last, ' 
X>^I tiMtAiM, itrong aa hell, ahall bindliim fdat 

''I (ijM ^^Mrc«.3ry Madam, has God enabled me hitherto to 

*^«nn'ijo MV^y foundation. Or, if I may be allowed at 

^'*^ <^Of)oi 9,9mic^n to change the metaphor, I stand like one 

^^^^ fc^r «» long time, has been imposed upon by toys 

?'^^ Ua«€»l ; t>ut, at length, feels satisfied that he had 

^J^Miul ^f^^^JL^ Some, indeed, try to persuade me that I 

^*^^ «liii i«»B j.>4.Ti»ed upon, and that what I take for gohl is 

"Ml tm^^ «sjfe«:-»C^1. I therefore proceed to prove my gold 

"3^ »Vt^|-v- am^^-"^***^^ <>f ^mJ which I can devise: I put it 

**'** <W^>e^^*^^ -* ^ ^^y >^ ^'^ ^® ^« • I bring it to the 

^''<'^Ay«>/# ^^ ^- -I place it under the hammer : and I find 

^^ill />#^^^^** ,Jt^iW<i After all this, shall I regard their 

^ H/h* 1 » ** ^- ^ "^^^"^ '^•** ^i«<l i^ ; and whose fears and 

'<« c»^u H wn*^'^ Clio trial ? 

*< .ViMi •• m'^€-*^ |^«*^^ I h«ve now put down the substance 
*'>' Ut»^^^ "^^ • «*%^^e*Hl remarks; and since, in that form, 
♦</n**-< •^'**' * ^'^'^^ ^^^^^ ^^ discourse, I have avoided 
^ •*•%-*** *%V*^^^;^$rj*ter one in pa/»er. I have also 
^m4% •%%>*- ^"* |M Clinical mfereaces from the truth thus 
\lu%^ M Z *^- * "^ •^^ ^monstraie to You, what 
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. Reasons for Action must necessarily arise fpom these 
Reasons for Repose. You are also fully, aware that 
the Truth before us must be infinitely momentous, or 
notliing ; that it cannot be nothings w« have full prQcrf" 
in our own breasts: infinitely momentous therefore it 
must remain, and such may we ever feelit ! , 

But, after all these considerations, I cannot expect yon 
will ever have so strong a conviction of the energy oi 
divine struth as ogur venerable friend Mr. N-^ — , ot as 
myself. Like the demoniac Legion^ we must needs 
sit with^ more admiration in our right minds at Christ's 
feet, than Lydia did. Yet I feel comfort in speaking to 
a Christian^ on thijs subject, since we can, both, like 
David, ' enter in the Sanctuary' in order to clear up our 
doubts, and heboid the end of those w^o will not follow 
us. thither. We have * the witness in ourselves,' whein 
a mist, like Ihat which lately overspread your mind,, does 
not rise to obscure it. For, whether the world will be- 
lieve it or not, we know there is such a tnin^ as a Comr 
man Sense anK>ng the real disciples of Christ — a heart- 
felt conviction and experience of the trdth of the Gospel. 
We know that nothing did us good till we received that 
Gospel : that, till then, we had no well-grounded hope 
in view of affliction, death, and judgment. 1 must re- 
peat the teri?i well-grounded^ because an t/^grounded 
confidence is worse than none at all. 

With a mind fuHy made up on the subject, * all the 
days of my appointed time' I hope to 'wait^^till my 
change come.' Such a change- we all know must soon 
take place in every one of us ) but a sCk-ange infatuation 
leads fallen man, Uke one walking in his sleep toward 
a precipice^ to^unge into the abyss before him, without 
so much as inquiring whither he is going, or how he 
may go safely^ On the contrary, as one awake, I 
would anticipate the change before' it takes place: I 

15 
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would provide against it : I would descend to the grave, 
taking hold of the Almighty Hand stretched out for my 
help ."crying, as I descend, 'Remember the word unto 
thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused ^ me to 
hope.' 

Till then, as we cannot but pity siich as slight these 
•Results of our Inquiry, so tet us also pray £h; them ; 
endeavouring, by every step in our conduct, still fur- 
ther to demonstrate the mare excellent way. And per- 
mit me to add, that, till then, 

I must remain, Dear Madam, 

Your affectionate Friend, 
, And faithftd Servant,- 

R. a 
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WRITTEN IN AN ILLNESS, IN THE YEAR 1799.* 



As a travell^ who has left 'his house but «t few 
hours^ finds himself in an entirely new situation ; so^ 
shut up. for a few hours in a sick bed, and with a pros- 
pect of death,. I look backward and forward, and seem 
in a new world. I feel the truths which 1 have taught, 
in a way I never before felt them, I marvel at the 
stupidity of man, aqd most of all at my own stupidity. I 
desire to live, only that I may live and act under the 
iropreissions that I now have^ as I clearly perceive noth- 
ing -else, worth living for, 

I just now called for one to help me, whx) would, go 
through fire and 'water to. do it; but received no an- 
swer. What a mercy that JEfe, who alwayr can help 
me, always hears ;ne when I call ! 

I feel many sweet and strong ties to the^ present life, 
in my family and in my Church; to which all earthly 
possessions bear no comparison ; yet ^to depart and be 
with Christ is' doubtless 'far better.' But I havebeen 
this morning perplexed withv the consideration, that 
when I ' shall see him a^ he i$,' I shall not be able to 
forgive myself for not having served him better. I 
know not how to.separsLte the idea of self-reproach from 
heavenly enjoyment. ' 

Our three. grand enemies are the Worlds the Flesh, 
and the Devil; -but we are isure to conquer; for 
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^ greater is he that is in us, than they that be against 
us!' ' 

Sitting in my blankets, with this Bible before me, I, 
seem like old Elwes with a bushd of bank notes and 
India bonds ; but with this difference, that he must 
have his all taken away, and I shall take all mine with 
me. 

I am ai^tonished, and even confounded, when I recol- 
lect with what prodigality y^e Ministers are accustomed 
to waste our time. A Minister spending his str^ength 
and talents merely to enteitain his g.cquaintaHce, is a 
/.FodSsh Virgin' wasting her oil to light up a puppet 
show. I purpose, in the strength of God, that the few 
drops which I have remaining, shall be consecrated to 
the lighting of wanderers to the Door, or pilgriins on 
their Way* 

The moment my soul departs from this body, it will 
be more separate from the present ^orld in which I 
Uve, than if it were at this instant placed beyond the 
orb of Saturn ; and yet, at the orb of Saturn, whajt a 
mere non-entity would this present world be ! But^ to 
be placed at such an inconceivable distance from my. 
present station, and to be thdre alone, though out of ab- 
solute pain, shocks the mind : on tBe other hand, t0 bb 
^ere, or any where else^ under a sense of divine favour, 
and with the presence of-. Christ, makes ihat -state no 
solittuie, and this world no los^. ^ 

I have had a viejv, in my sickness, that I never had 
before.;, respecting those Opiates which have kept me 
in a doze at 'least, where I ought to have been broad 
awake. Arts and sciences, literatifre, curiosities, news, 
and even nonsense, have wasted hours and days * and 
that, while I had a nK>st important charge to be execu- 
ted, and a soiil to be prepared for this season. I see all 
this with a clearness^that fills me, at once, with wonder. 
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indignatioD, and abasepment Should I liyc, ought I 
not to proclaim it upon the house top? and. especially 
to thdse who are dosing to this hour ? '-• 

Wheii'-Efe said to me, by the physicians, ^ Set thy 
house in order, for thou shalt die,, and not live ;' and es- 
pecially when one of them told me this with many 
tears ; my soul, like a man suddenly overwhelmed with 
an inundation, looked about hastily; to examine the 
ground on which it stood to meet the unexpected trial. 
But the ground was found in a moment to be such, as 
could secure me from any flood ; and I was enabled to 
reply, *' My Dea^^ Friend,- you do not at all alarm me ; for 
' I know whom I haV^ believed,' and * I am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that Which I have committed 
unto him unto that dayV " But, in going home by my- 
self in the coach, and looking from off the Rock on 
which I stood, to the waves which surroimded it, my 
calmness ' forsook> me : I thought of my wife and 
children, and burst into tears : not that I doubted but 
they would be taken care of by him who had all my 
Kfe tali;en care of me, but I could not bear the thought 
of parting with them, much less of leaving them in 
8ueh a world. I thought too of my Church ; and 'felt 
that I had not time left even> to make such h settlement 
as that J could leave it with satisfactioii: The whole 
was too much, and I was obliged to turn my eyes again 
from the waves to the Rock, a/nd, for the present, trans- 
act with God for my own soul. 

Prom having possessed great natural vigoilr, and a 
good constitution, I had strangely and preposterously 
ihiagined that I should live to be old : and have oftea 
pleased myself with a fond idea of discoursing to my 
congregation from St. Johh'e pulpit, in a familiar, affec- 
tionate, and parental manner, with a head as white as 
snow. And thi^ delusion had proceeded so far)^tbat I 
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almost took it for granted it would be 90 :. and'>had 
imagined the sort of .discourses which I should deliver 
at that time) ;with the tone of voice, and necessary im- 
perfections ! What upon earth, could make me so 
blind and forgetful of the nature of man, and the ex- 
press admonition of our Lord ? And this, too, after T 
had been writing " Memoirs of the late Rev,. Mr. 
Cadogan,^ taken off in a few diays at nearly wy own 
age. 

The Master bad said, !Let your loins be girded 
about,vand your lights burning.— And if he shall come 
ip the SECOND watch, or come in the thirI) watch, 
and find them so, blessed are those servants.— Be ^e 
therefore ready also, for the Son of Man cometh at an 
hour WHEN YE THINK NOT.' Strange delusion of my 
heart ! I said. He will not come to me till the end of 
the last watch, therefore I hav« twenty years, at least 
to live. O my soul ! hast thou been so long,^ a Teach- 
er of others, and teacbest thou not thyself?' 

How does nature, after all, overcome the be^t train of 
reasoning P After setting my house in order, with a 
prospect that my place at St. John's would be supplied 
by a better than myself, and that my wife and children 
would neithei: be forgotten in heaven or earth ; I began 
to be quite Composed, and to invent many reasons why 
it might be best to go at this tirae^ — The Lord might 
see some evil coming on, from which I was to be 
snatched : I might fall into some snare, and dishonour 
the Gospel : above all, his will, his goodnesd, his prom- 
ise would be a sufficient security for good, if he should 
take me now. — In the mid^t of this my little daughter 
Catharine came in, and pulling aside the curtain, ask- 
ed me how I did. Her smiling countenance^ uncon- 
scious of what a convulsion was taking place, awakened 
fresh and distinct sensatio|:^$i^ I turned my eyes up-. 
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ward, like Hezekjah, * O Lord, I am oppressed : under- 
take for me V Leave not that child a fatherless wanderjer < 
in such a world as this !" 

affliction ! Vhen sent to instruct, thou becomest a 
deep and faithful casuist ! Of many past transactions 
and present habits,' I said " It is nothing ;" or, " It ii • 
SETTLED." Thou briilgest the book again before me. 
W.hXt errors in the account ! What blindness in the 
adjustment I Poor Bankrupt ! I said I was * rich, and 
increased in goods ;' and behold I am ^ miserable, and 
pooc, and blind, and naked.' Who is the man, that, ia 
health and spirits,, abounds in his own sense, and ia 
self-satisfaction? He may, perhaps, live to learn that 
his God can make an affliction present such views ia 
one day,^ as a whole, life of contemplation and study 
would never have afforded. 

Besides the encouragements and assurances given in. 
the Scriptures to prayer, my own experience will stand 
a terrible witness against me, if I should ever cease to 
pi*ay. I cannot allow myself Co put down the remark- 
able answers which I have had to prayer, lest 1 should 
{^tumble the weak, or provoke the scornful. I know not 
when I ever prayed in. ear nest, that in one way or 
other, I had not satisfactory evidence that Gfod heareth 
prayer. Ten thousand times hath he reproached un- 
belief by saying, ' Here I am — Why art thou fearful^ 
O thou of little faith V And, so strong is this evidence 
Co me when I examine the detail, that I see and feel 
that he s^id it not in vain, * If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you^ ye shall ask what te will, ANt>- 

IT SHALL BE DONE UNTO YOU.' 

1 how feel capable of instructing myself in former 
pei'iods, as if I were talking to u giddy child. I feel 
ready to seize the arm of the silly wanderer on this and 
that occasion : as one without a nionitor or guide : and 
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of saviDg.it from its mad projects and impoverishing 
habits. Who can estimate the value oiF.such a" moni- 
tor ? But had I none 1 — Ah hovr superior a one had I 
at ail times, to what I could now prove ( O slighted 
Bihle ! I feel — I feel that every deviation from the 
right way, every foolish and wicked thing which I have 
said or done, has been owing to a disregard of thy 
counsel : every misery and mischief, into which I have 
fallen, has been through a neglect of thy warning ! ^ 
How true is that saying, in my own experience — ' Oh 
that thou hadst liearkened unto me, then had thy 
peace been like ia river 1' What peace would how re- 
main, were it not for the Gospel? The ignorance and 
unbelief of the multitude may cause them to pass it as a 
barren Rock ; — I, Uke a traveller pvertaken by a storm, 
am glad to flee to it and to be safe' ; and, entering, in, I 
£nd honey, one drop of which exceeds the world's 
highest enjoyments. 

If we say, with the Apostle, 'all things work to- 
gether for good to th^m^hat love God,' we limst not for- 
get to take in the holy character of the great agent 
What I mean ia this :-r-I contend with my chiMren on 
account of the evil that I see in them, but I often feel 
that I mean only iheiv good in the correction. I do not 
think of the evil abstractedly as evU. But He, 'with 
whom we have to do,' will demonstrate to . every con- 
science, soon or late, that his name is HOLY. He 
will bring forward to the conscience which he means to 
pqrify, its more refined as well as more gross offences. 
He will not only kill the cockatrice, but will crui^ its 
egg. 

When at Bath, and in pain and weariness, I felt it 
would be a privilege to be dismissed from the arduous^^ 
employment that lay before me ;. and wished some bet- 
ter Minister might t^ke my place, while, with a smaU 
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iiicorne, I migbt retire to some village near town, where 
I might read and write as I could) in quiet and at lei- 
sure.. All this is done: lam dismissed; and I may 
retire with a sniall competency, while a better man is 
ready to take my place. And now,, like Rachel, I feel 
the loss of what I did. not sufficiently prize ! I feel, 
that, to pain and weariness, desolatipn and useless life, 
encumbering and encumbered, remains ! Q Lord, in 
mercy toitkholdj when I ynah amiss, as WfU ^s grant 
that thou seest good, or I am undone ! 

To:day I would fain have assisl.<ed one, whose mind 
was perplexed with doubts ; but soon found myself in- 
jured by speaking, and was therefore obliged to leave 
some things of importance unsaid. . I trust I shall 
know, in future, the worth and design o£ speech, if 
ever T should be restored, to it. Certain it is, that its 
failure brings a strong conviction of the abuse of this 
faculty. What an immense part of a short life has 
been wasted in idle, and sometimes injurious. discourse ! 
as if speech was given for nothing but to waste time 
and dissipate the mind. X will thank God for sickness, 
if I learn nothing more from it than this. 

Pain, makes me peevish : so trifles and peevishness^ 
add to the pain. Thus sin haunts and' darkens the 
gloom of a sick chamber. On, the other hand, I have, 
repeated conviction, that as I recover a spirit of feith 
and prayer, I become patient; apd light and compti 
even under pain, return. 

Old man, he quiet ! I hoped thou wast dumb here, 
though, not dead. Thy proud speeches 4nd angry re- 
plies are here as ridiculous as depraved. Am I such a 
fool, that aft^r being brayed in the mortar of affliction, 
I must still proclaim to every one that I am a fool? O 
Divine Spirit ! affliction may bruise and kill me, but 
thou only canst make n^ wise ^nd holy. 
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There are blessed moments in which the. soul, by 
converse with Christ and his eternal Kingi^om,' has 
such views, that the whole world below seems but one 
noisy impertinence. I heard somebody, at such a mo- 
ment, cotxie and discourse gravely on the news of Bo- 
naparte.' It then seemed' too trifling to be thought of; 
but I know, that, to-monx)w, l shall be askings after 
Bonaparte. Blessed moment (hot far off) when I shall 
behold Wis glory ! ^ 

And flesh and nn up more control 
The Bftcred pleasures of the soul. 

What would not a wise man willingly endure* in his 
body, that his mind might recover its true tone, and a 
right sense of things? We ar^ all more or less moral 
lunatics and prodigals, and may be thankful for any 
dispensation,' that leads us to < arise and go taour Pa- 
ther.' '^ 

O * Emanuel, God with us !' if"! Sid not see thiee 
thus corpe down to tis, and visit thine apostate cre?i- 
tures, invite them to return, and consecrate by thy blood 
'a new and living way,* I might think of God, but 
with no pfoper ideas, — no hope nor interest* I fear that 
I should only fear ; an^, standing as I now do on the 
brink of eternity, I should tremble to my inmost soul. 
Glory to thy name! I can now, not only- honour, but 
hope ; -not only trust, but l(y$e,' 

\ detect a delusion, which I put down, lest I should 
fall into' it again. I have, for many years, been, con^ 
Bcious, that whoever was by Mr. By-ends, I was not. 
i felt that I acted no part: I was deeply convinced of ^ 
the truth of what I taughts: I spoke from experience: . 
I meant most sincerely what I said ; and felt that my 
secret contrivances and plans were even more pointed 
and direct for the interests of m^n than the public. But 
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then, I so hugged this coiascious integrity, that I allowed 
myself to play the fool — I allowed an unruly tongue to 
boast, to censure, and to complain. In short, this coit- 
sciousness of honesty ' was to stand in the stead of the 
whole Law: and, like another Pope, grant dispensa-. 
tions to an indeVoyt, unhumble, unwatchful, impatient, 
proud, and peevish spirit. My temptation was, " There . 
goes a wolf in sheep's clothing ! Thank God you are 
not like him. That is enough. It is no matter whe- ' 
^ther you are like Christ, and daily growing up into hiin 
in all things." Into such moral distempers many 
Christians fall: and from them, nothing, I believe, but 
the special and express teachings of the Holy Spirit 
can deliver. ^ ' / ^ * > 

For a'short space, I had a most lively view erf the 
beauty and glory of Christ and his salvation. The 
'Sun of Righteousness' arose on my soul * with heal- 
ing in his wings.' I felt not only a sense of pardon and 
peace, that exceeded all earthly joys ; but was deeply 
convinced that all the pain I had suffered, through the 
late dispensation, was in order to humble, and purify^ 
and prepare me for himself and his kingdom. I shed 
tears of joy, till a roving imagination brought a certain 
Ignorant and conceited professor befofe me, with whom 
I entered into a dispute fcr a few minntes, which left 
my heart cold and dead. I perceived my loss, and 
made efforts to recover the former frame, but in vain. 
He seemed to say, " My visits must^not be slighted." 

'Return unto thy rest, G my soul:' — I feel this ]s 
the grand secret for obtaining peace, in a world of Sin 
and sorrow. When the h^art turns away from the 
confusions and disturbances to which it is continually 
exposed; and, taking wings, flies to the bosom of 
(Jod : — when the voice of Christ, walking in the night 
on the troubled waters, is heard — * It is I, be not afraid :' 
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— This is peace! Aad this, too, is his own direction for 
obtaining it: 'In the world ye shall have tribulation; 
but, in me, ye shall have peace. Be of good cheer: I 
have overcome the world.' 

After so many years of qninterrupted activity, to be 
imprisoned, to be mlenced, and almost incapable of 
writing or reading, is more wearisome than even the 
pain that often accompanies it. And yet hence the 
following instruction may be gathered : 

1. How much activity belongs to some natures ; and 
that this nature is often mistaken for grace. 

2. How much we are called to suffer, as well as do, 
flie will of God. When I have bid one of my children 
sit down quietly, and remain silent during my pleasure, 
I enjoin him a much taore difficult task than the most 
active service : and yet I expected it to be done; because 
I ordered it. How is it, that I have not yet learnt to 
sit still when I am bid. 

3. Whil0 life is waisting, and souls are perishing, I 
may yet earnestly plead, with the Psalmist, * Brings my 
soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name.' I may 
sing with the poet, 

** My itock lies dead, and no increalBe 
Do(00 my doU husbandry improve : 
Oh let thy graces, without cease, 

Drop from above ! 

- << Peath is still working' like a mole, 
And digs my grave at each remove : 
LefGrace work too, and on my soul 
Drop from above ! 

"Oh eome, for thou dosC know the way ; 
Or, if to me thoU wilt not move. 
Remove- me where I need. not say 

Drop from abov^ !*' ' ., ^ 

' Lying on my cou6h at an interval of ease, I form a 
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project of some work : I Jtrace the good ^ects which it 
ought to produce ; and say. to, myself, Why do. we sit 
still till we die ? I start up, to ted pen and paper ; 
and, at the moment, my painful complaint arrests me 
afresh. While I, fainting, recline again, I' seem to 
hear — " Know, feeble worm, that even God's work must 
wait for God's call, a^d titpe add strength." , 

I am shocked to think, that throughout my louring 
and threatening dispensation, I' still am ready to kindle 
and ^plode wh^n the temptation comes^. Mr. Henry's 
remark on Abimilech, who wished his armour bearer to 
dispatch him, lest it should be ssCid he died byrthe hand 
of a woman, may on other- accounts he' applied to me : 
— 0omo morituTy at superbia nan nicritur. ' . 

The. many mercies mixed with. my pains, t)i.ight tQ 
strangle every peevish thought in its very birth. How 
am I surrounded with every thing that can -meet and 
mitigate my case ! What kind friends, with thek sytn- 
pkthy and assistance ! — What excellent supplier for.^y 
pulpit !— What intervals of ease !— What a Bible, fuU 
of directions and encouragements! — ^What opportunity 
for reflection and prayer !— :What a prospect, jafter a 
short night of sorrow !— Connplain with all these ! — Cfet 
thee hence, Satan ! v . 

> ' . " " Ah ! my dear angry Lordj ^ '. ^ s 

- ' Since thou dost love, yet striken 
Cast down, yet help a£S>rd ; 
^ Sure I wi^do the like. - 

' " 1 wM complain, yet praise \ 
Bewail, and yet approve : 
And all m^ sonr-sweet days, 
I will lament and love/' 
16 
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- ' TO TBI 

PARENTS OF THE CHILDREN 

WHO ATTEND THE SCHOOLS FOB SELIGIOT7S INSTRITCTIOK, 

AT ST. John's chapel, bedfoed bow." 



'When our. Lord put the question, 'What shall it 
profit a man if he shall gain the whole world aiid lose 
his own soul*?' he showed the infinite worth of that 
soul, and aho the awful consequences of neglecting it 

To. make this more plain, he has given us a hook, 
showing us, in a. variety of ways,, that the soul, like the 
body, has' its taants^ diseases, and d^ath, and also its 
means of recovery of %spiritual health, and eternal life. 

This recovery is compared in Scripture to- the bring- 
ing^ of a lost sheep back again to the fold ;' or to one 
awaking from ' a deadly sleep to a lively hope :' as it is 
written, ' Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead ; an^ Christ shall give thee light.' 

Now RELIGIOUS iNSTHucTioN is oiie of God's ap- 
pointed means for^thjg relief and recovery of the soul of 
man ; as he saith, ' Take fast hold of instruction : let 
it not go, keep it, for it is thy life.' 

More partieulai^ly with respect to our children, He 
says, ' Train up a child in the way he, should go, and 
when he is old he will not tlepart from^ it.' And accord- 
ingly he charges us, ^ In the morning to sdw the seed 
of instruction, and in the evening not to withhold our 
hand, since we know not which shall prosper.' 

' A bnitish man knoweth not, and a fool doth not ^un- 
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derstand this' wisdotr) ; and therefore desfnseth it. ' But 
mark what honour thb Lord putteth upon it^ When he 
vsaith^ < Shall I hide from Abraham the thing that T do? 
For I know him, that he will command his children, 
arid his household^ after him to' keep the way of the 
Lord. — Them, that honour me, Iwill honour.' 

And because religious instruction ^is God's usdal 
method of delivering us from the blindness of igno- 
rance and the poison of sin, He hath not only sent His 
Word, and promised-His Spirit to them that ask Hiin^ 
but he has also raised up Ministers and Witnesses, from 
time to time, ' to open men's eyes, to turn them from 
darkness to light, and froni the power of Satan to God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins,, and an inher- 
itance among them that are sanctified by faith which 
is in Jesus.' 

But that religious instruction which is needful at all 
times, is particularly needful in a day of rebuke and 
blasphemy, like the present. A sort of madness now 
abounds, Jrhat leads- guilty, dying creatures, not only to 
ridicule and reject both the physicians and the remedies 
v^hich God. haCh sent to heal them, but also to delight ia 
spreading the pestilential disorder. . 

Now if sora^ cruel wretch were contriving to give 
your child a dose of poison* under the notion of a sweet- 
meat, could you rest till the child was informed of the 
danger, and secured against it? -Or if the plague were 
to break out among us, would you be easy till tbd^best 
remedies were administered to your family, and every 
thing tried for their safety ? . 

What then are we to think of those who* are so anx- 
ious to secure the bodj/ of a child which must sooii turn 
to dust, and yet slight the means which God has ap- 
pointed foif the si^fety of its never-dying soul? 

Nofie \vill heed to have these things urgednpon their 
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coneciences the moment after they enter Eternity. , 3ut 
few GoUsider enough how much^evenin the present 
world, the comfort of the.parent depends upon the reli- 
gious instruction of his child. 

How many, who have sowed the seed of religious inr 
stniction, are reaping the fruits of their labours in the 
piety, affection, and prosperity of their children ! On 
the other hand what fruitless oomplainiog and bewail- 
ing is often heard, over a profligate, son, or a ruioed 
daughter ! And what bitter reflections 'must follow in 
the niind of those parents^ who trace this ruin to their 
own neglect?^ 

< I will judge,^ said the Lord, Hhe House of Eli for 
ever, because his sons made themselves vile, and he re- 
strained them not.^ 

Consider the V advantages of preparing yonr children 
against the time wh^n they must leave yoU) to struggle 
with a dangerous world. . Good principles form a suit of 
armour. They are also a recommendation; for who* 
would not prefer a servant, or a partner, who has been 
brought up in the fear of God and the knowlecjge of his 
duty, to one who ha^ been left to run wild, neither iea^t^ ^ 
ing God nor regarding man ? ' 

Consider^ also, if they should be taken from you' by 
d^th, how painful wiU be the reflection, if they meet it 
in ignorance and unbelief t^irough your neglect !^ On 
the cootraiy, what a consolation it will be in parting 
wkfa them, if, through God's blessing on your religious 
instructions, you have ground to hope that they alr% 
gone to Him. /" 

Now, when to these consideratrdns you add, that 
youth is the spring-time to plant good principles, before 
bad ones take root ; and how much easier it is to pre- 
vent evils than to cure thei^i ;■ we trust that those, who 
ba.^e a real regard to the honour of God — to the souls 
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and bodies of their children — and to their own future 
peace and comfort, will embrace and further the fmis 
design of tlieir friepds, whose only object, in their ex- 
pense and laboi^r, is to make you and your children 
happy in time and in eternity. 

To attain this end, we would begin by setting before 
your children their fallen and depraved state by n^iture ; 
and the root of those evil tempers and practices, by 
which they sp dishonour God, distress you, and plunge 
themselves in destruction. We would teach them the 
nature of right and wrong, from the only infallible 
standard, God's holy law : a law, * by which every 
mouth must be stopped, and all the world become guilty 
before God.' 

After showing them their ruin by sin, we would teach 
them their remedy in the Gospel ; setting before them 
the necessity of ' repentance towards God, ^nd faith' in 
oar Lord Jesus Christ ;' the merit of his blood ; the in- 
fluence of his Spirit ; and the obligations to a holy life 
and conversation. 

But, while we, as their /rt^ncb, are using our endea- 
YOQTS, how much stronger reasons have you, as their 
patents^ to join, us in bringing them, as you are able, to 
the knowledge of God and themselves ! — leading your 
little ones (like those mentioned in the gospel, Mark x. 
13,) by ^ith and prayer to Christ, that He may take 
them into His arms and bless them. 

There are, indeed, parents so vain and unthinking, 
that they would be better pleased if their phildren were 
presented with baubled, articles of dress, money, &c., ' 
than with good books and religious instruction. On 
the contrary, your friends have far nobler views : they 
are seekihg to adorn and enrich your children with 
those substantial benefits Avhich .can never be taken 
away from them. 

16* 
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You have already given good reason to hope that 
th]8 ^\96 is your wish, from the great number of chil- 
dren who attend, and «eem desirous of improvement in 
the best knowledge; and this hope will be greatly in- 
creased in proportion as you regard the following advice : 

1. Show them the nature and exceUency of our design. 

2. Strictly enjoin them to be exact in attending ^at 
the appointed times, and to be attentive to the instruc- 
tions given them. 

3. . Give them admonitions and directions at home, 
as to their behaviout in church, and in going thither 
and returning. 

4. Encdurage them to learn at home what they 
will be expected to repeat at church ; and inquire ajL 
home what tliey have beard at churehj and explain to 
them what may be too difficult for their present capacity. 

5. Keep thern^ by all means in your power, from loose 
and vicious books and companions ; and endeavour to 
correct evil dispositions, before they take root and resist 
all your efforts. 

6. Frequently explain to them,' and. enforce upon 
their consciences, their ruined state by nature and prac- 
tice — their redemption through Jesus Clxrist — ^and the 
nec^ity of the Holy Spirit's influence to. make thein 
see and feel these truths. 

7. Enjoin upon th^m regularity in private prayer, and 
in reading the Word of God. 

8.' Pray for a blessing on your and our endeavours : 
' for neither }3 he that planteth any thing, nor he that 
watereth ; but God that giveth the increase.' 

9. Be watchful over your own conduct, that your ex- 
ample may -not counteract our instructions. 

10. Despair of nothing in a right way, and with tho 
Divine blessing*. 'Be not weary m well doing; for, in 
due season ye shall reap, if ye ^int not.' 
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REGULATIONS OF THE SCHOOLS* : 

INSTITUTED AT ST. JOHN's CHAPKL, BKDV<SJU> KOW, FOB, KBUOIOUI 
INSTRUCTION. 1798. 



GENERAL RULES. , 



I. The Support of these Schools is by Annual Ser- 
mons t)nly. 

II. The Instrtijction of the scholars is committed to 
such (jrenttemen and Ladies, usually attending this 
Chapel, as are approved of by the Ministers, and are. 
nominated by them to be Superintendants of the schol- 
ars ; which Superintendants are assisted by a Master 
and Mistress. 

III. The Government of the Schools is vested in the 
Ministers,' Chapel Wardens, and Gentlemen Superin- 
tendants ; who hold a Meeting at the Vestry, the last 
Tuesday evening in every month, to regulate all mat- 
ters connected therewith. 

IV. The children who apply for admission must be 
able to read ; ^nd those are preferred, whose parents, or 
nearest relatives, usually attend this Chapel. 

V. Children are admitted into the Schools at those 
Monthly meetings held on the last Tuesday in March, 
June, September, and December. 

* These Regulations are here added, for the informatioti of such per- 
sons .as may wish to establish similar schools: though they were not 
drawn up by Mn Cecil, yet they were submitted to his revision, and 
received his sanction. The Schools at St. John's Chapel contain, on 
the average, froip 120 to 150 children; fbr whose accommodation tho 
congregation erected two long galleries above the north and south gal- 
leriei of the Qhapo), on^ for either sex. ^* P* 
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YI. An Annual Sermoa is preached to tbescholam 
on May-day ;. after which a Meeting is^ held of the 
Ministers, Chapel Wardens, and Superintendants, when 
books are given to the scholars of a vahie propoitioned 
to th^r good l^ehayiour during the year, and adapted to 
their age and capacity. 

YII. Besides these Annual Rewards, other Rewards 
in books.are given in February, August, and November, 
to the most meritorious Scholar in each class, such 
Scholar to be ascertained hy the Report of the Superin- 
tendant to the Committee, aX tReir preceding Monthly 
Meeting. Cheap Repository, and other small Tracts, 
are also provided annnaliy for each Superintendant, to 
be given discretionally, as occasional rewards, among the 
deserving scholars. As the Children pass through the 
schools, they are furnished with proper Catechisms, and 
a Prayer Book, and, if they behave well and improve, 
, with a Psalm Book, and a Bible ; and, when they 
leave the schools, if th^y do it with credit to then^selves, 
jdL larger Prayer Book and Bible are presented to them. 



nULES FOR THE SUPERINTENDANTS. 

I. They engage to attend every Sunday morning 
pu*nctually at ten o^clock; or, in case of unavoidable 
absence, either to provide a proper Substitute for that 
morning, or to send notice the day before to the Mes- 
senger, that such a substit\|te may be provided in due 
time. . 

II. They are requested to bring forward the scholars 
committed to tlieir care,. according to the age and capa- 
city of such scholars, in the following system of Relig- 
ious Instruction :-<-The Collects for the d^y, the Texts 
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of the Sermons iieard on the preceding Sunday : Dr. 
Watte' Divine Songs for Children : the Church Cate- 
chism : the Church Catechism broken into short dues- 
lions : and Sliilingfleet's Explanation of the Church 
Catechism^^and they are further desired, to explain to 
the scholars, and impress upon them, the Truths of 
CHristianity. . - , 

III.. They are to inquire, after the due attendance of 
the scholars on the preceding Sunday, by examining;^ 
the printed Ticket of Attendance^given by the Master 
or Mistress ; and, if satisfactory, and they have attend>i 
ed th^t morning in due time, and repeated their lessons 
well, then the Superintendants are t6 give a printed 
Certificate of Approbation. » • 

JV. The Supermtfendantfei are desired to prbpose 
Psalm Books and Bibles to those scholars who may iK>t 
have received them, as rewards for, their diligence ; and 
to make a report in writing to every Monthly Meeting, 
of such scholars as have merited them. They are fur- 
ther desired to engage the attention and diligence of 
the scholars, by occasional presents of Cheap Repository 
and other small Tracts, a proper selecti<)n of which 
will, be 'annually delivered to each Superitltendant for 
that purpose. 

V. They, are empowered to suspend any scholar, for . 
misdemeanors, from all connection with the Schools, till 
the next Monthly Meeting ; to which they are to report 
die cause of such suspension ; when the case is to be 
,heard and determined. 

VI. They are desired to begin with the scholars 
puiictually at ten o'clock, and to leave them at ten 
minutes before eleven. 

VII. When any scholar is absent two Sundays i^ 
geiher, without a satisfactory reason being assigned, the 
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Superintendant is requested to send the Messenger to 
inquire the occasion of such absence* 



RULES FOR THE MASTER AND MISTRESS. 

I. Thet are to instruct all such children as. are not 
classed under any of the Saperintendant^; and they 
have the same powers |ind duties with regard to such 
children, as are aligned to the Superintendants over 
theirs. 

II. They are^ collect the scholars together ; to keep 
accurate lists of them ; to regulate their behaviour^ 
during Divine Service ; and to deliver to them Tickets 
for their, attendance at each Service, if they bebavB 
wpU. 

III. They may suspend any scholar fqr raiseonduct, 
after the school hours, reporting the cause of such sus- 
pension to the next Monthly Meeting. 

- IV. They are to emjJoy such persons, with the ap-" 
probation of any Monthly Meeting, as may be found 
requisite to assist in keeping perfect order and silence in 
the scholars' galleries, during Divine Service. . 

V V. They are to be at the Chapel \ quarter of jin 
hour before ten every Sunday jiiorning, and a quarter 
of an hour before service begins in the, afUefnoon aijd 
evening. 

VI. They are to-collect at Midsummer, Michaelmas, 
Christmasi, and Lady-day,, all the.TioKETs OP Appro- 
bation^ then in possession of each scholar, and return 
a certificate of the number ; such certificate to be de- 
livered by the scholar to the Superintendant, previous 
to the report hy the Superintendant to the Committee, 
for the rewards of May-day. 
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RULES FOR THE PARENTS. 

I. The children are to be brought for admission by 
their parents or friends ; and no child is to be admitted, 
unless such parents or friends will engage for thdr 
good behaviour and punctual attendance. 

n. Notice of theindisposition, or absence from town, 
of aiiy- scholar, is to be given by the parents or friendsi 
to the Schoolmaster or Schoolmistress, that it may be 
reported to the Superintendant of mich scholar's class. 

III. As each scholar who attends and behaves- well 
will have a Ticket op Approbation in the Morning, 
and other Ticl^ets certifying due Attendance on each 
part of Divine Service ; th^ Parents are particularly re- 
quested to call for a production of such Tickets imme- 
diately after each Service, the want of which wilk1>e 
occasioned only by absence from Church or ill-be- 
haviour THERE. . - 

IV. When a scholar has been suspended for. misde- 
meanors, the parents or friends are to have notice of 
the cause, and are expected to accompany such .scholar 
to the next Monthly Meeting, when the matter will be 
considered and determined^ 

y. They ^e expected to give notice to the Montlily 
Meeting when any scholar is to leave the schools. 



RULES FOR THE SCHOLARS. 

I. Each scholar is to attend Divine Service every 
Sunday morning, afternoon, and evening, unless a suf- 
ficient reason cun be given for absence. 

II. All are to be in their proper places before ten every 
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Sunday morning, and before the bell shall cease to ring 
in the afiemooa and evening. 

III. Silence and reverence mnst be observed every 
moment they are in the House of Qod. There must 
be no whispering, talking, nor disturbance of any kind. 
Every little noise in the scholars' gaOery disturbs the 
congregation in the gallery below. The first ofience is 
punished by the forfeiture of all the tickets of appro- 
bation which the scholar may have then received. 
The second offence is punished by expulsion from the 
schools. 

lY. Each scholar is expected to come straight from 
home to the chapel, and to go directly home after Di- 
vine Service is ended, with quietness and good beha* 
viour. All plapng and rudeness in the streets on a 
Sunday is disgraceful and sinful The first offence is 
punbhed by the forfeiture of all the tickets of approba- 
tion which the scholar may have then received, and for 
the second offence the punishment is expulsion. 

Y; Boys and girla are never to be seen walking to- 
gether on a Sunday to or from the Chapel. 

' YI. They are expected to pay cheerful and constant 
obedience to the Superintendants, Master ^d Mistress^ 
and such persons as the Master and Mistress may ap- 
point to assist in keeping order and silence, in their 
gallerfes. 
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THE TRUE PATRIOT. 



' And David Mld^ What have I^ow done 1 Is there Not a eanso 1 . . 1 Sax. ztIL' 99, 



Invited as I am to address my fellow citizens, asso- 
ciated at this important crisis ; and much as Iknust ap- 
prove their zeal for the public safety, and still more that 
whictk leads. them, to present themselves this morning . 
before God in his House of Prayer ; yet I cannot but 
lapient the Occcision. To meet every where peaceable 
citizens in arms ! to hear fields and gardens daily echo 
with the din of martial exercises ! Surely this be- 
qpeaks a time critical — alarn^ihg — new ! a time, which 
a minister cannot but feel, and diight not to neglect 
Far from my heart be that frigid indifference, which 
refuses to take an interest in what affects so many r 
^For who is weak, and I am not weak? wha is 
offended, and I burn not ?' 

But since, in times like these, it is of high import«> 
ance first to settle our principles of action, and then to 
pursue them with fittnness and vigour, I have selected 
an instance in the text; which, in both these respects, 
may stand as our example. 

Israel had sinned : the scourge of an offended Ciod 
was now suspended over them; and the Philistines 
gathered together their armies to baule. Oi\ this occa- 

17 



Digitized 



by Google 



194 8BRMOKS. 

sioD, an old Itraelite had sent three of his eight suns to 
join Saul and the men of Israel; while the youngest^ 
who had lately gone with his harp to relieve the troub- 
led spirit of the king, was now returned to feed his' 
fether's sheep at Bethlehem.. 

'And Jesse said unto David -his son, Take now for 
thy brethren an ephah of this pacched corn, and these 
ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren } and 
carry these tea cheeses unto the captain of their 
thousand, 'and look how thy brethren fare,. and tak^ 
their pledge. And David rose up early in the morn- 
ing, and left the sheep with a keejIKr — ^and came to the 
trench, as the host was going forth to fight — and 
ran into the army, and came and saluted his brethren. 

Ilere it was that he contemplated the approaching 
storm, which threatened to overwhelm his country. 
Here he saw the battle in array with fierce invaders^ 
preceded by a champion whose stature and prowess 
were only to be equalled by his pride and blasphemy. 
He heard no terms proposed but absolutie submission 
and slavery. . He saw no face which was not blackened 
with, fear; and, as .the terror approached, Israel fled. 

A holy indignation rose in the bosom of the yot^ng 
shepherd. A holy flame kindled within him, ' io take 
away the reproach froni Israel.' Yet, considering 
what an obscure stripling he was, he could only gpealc 
by inquiries. ^ What shall be done to the niaq that 
killeth this Philistine?. Who is this uncir&umcised 
Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living 
Godr • 

' Jealousy is cruel as the graves-; and who can stand 
before envy? Eliab, his eldest brother, heard wlien 
be spake unto the jnen ; and Eliab^ anger was 
^ndled against David, and be said. Why camest thou 
dpwJi^. hither} ^nd with whom hs^st thou left tb<m 
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few sheep in' the wilderness? I know thy pride,. and 
the naughtiness of thy heart ; for thou art come dowa 
that thou .mightest see the battle. And Davii said, 
What have I now done?^ is thers not a 
CAtJ9E 1} , . 

That this was a AoZy flame whick kindled in bis 
breast, is evident from the event : that it xi^as tempered, 
with wisdom^ may be gathered from the reply. He 
would hazard every thing ia producing a tihity of 
effort ;. nothing, that could tend to break it. 

** * What tave I now done,' " as if he had said,^ ** that 
should provoke such bitter reflection 1 W^at have I 
now done, that I ought not to have done ? If I am 
^ come down, is it not in obedience to my father's^ conor 
mands? If, when I came, I felt indignation at tb^ 
blasphemies which I heard, is there not a cause fot im 
dignation? If I even feel and express my. desire to 
withstand the enemies of my country and of my God in 
their impiety and rage— tell me, What have I. now 

DONE ? IS THERE NOT A CAUSE ?" 

These words of David suggest to us tbe foUaWiag 
general remark for our consideratioa:-^ 

Extraordinary occasions wARRiCNT extra- 
ordinary EXERTIONS : IN WHICH, RIGHTLY TO 
ENGAGE, DISTINGUISHES THE GOOD CITIZEN AND 
THE CHRISTIAN. - . ' 

Here it will be proper for us to inquire, ' 

I. WHAT MAY fiE DEEMED SUCH AN 
OCCASION. 

To discuss this question in the ab^ract, were to 
trifle with your time: it is.sufiicient that I can pro- ^ 
duce such a matter of fact, as ouq should ^suppose 
would make an appeal to every inan's bosomv If the-, 
present state of things be not such an occasion,- he,, 
who resolves to stand still till a greater presents itself 
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will probably wait till the opportunity fi>r exertion is 
passed. 

Let fM ask such an one (if such an one be present) 
—Had David before him an implacable eneiny^ making 
an attack upon the liberty, property, and religion of his 
country, and threatening it, '^If I prevail, then shall ye 
be our servants?' A haughty foe, glorying in his 
stren^ — defying God and man — and treating with, 
scorn all resistance — spreading terror by his arms, and 
horror by Iris curses and blasphemies ?^— Had David^ I 
say, such, an one to- meet? and need I attempt to 
PROVE to you that we are in similar circumstances? 

Proofii of facts are impertinent and absurd, while 
every man is trembling and smarting under their con- 
setjuences. This congregation can bear witness, that 
political discussion of every kind is a stranger to this 
' pulpit It is consecrated to the higher concerns of eter- 
nity. ^ Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of 
the earth i' Such strife shall have no consideration 
here, even on special occasions : nor sl^all' I be inUmi- 
dated by a term now so often misap(4ied. But, reso- 
lutely as we avoid politics, may.we not consider facts? 
' — ^facts, which involve all that is dear ? — all that is sa^ 
cred? .' 

And what facts could I not produce? How closely 
^ could I run the parallel, between the enemy of Israel 
and the enemy of Europe ? Did I say, what &icts could 
not / produce ? ' What fact? could not every one of you 
produce? * Who is such a stranger in Jerusalem that 
he knoweth not these things?' The principles and 
practices of our enemy have not only made < the ears of 
every one that heareth them to tingle,' but will almost 
induce posterity to question whether the history of our 
timfes be a- fact or a romance. 

Tell me not now what errcnrs, in the high or the low, 
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have accelerated the occasion. Who needs to be told 
that a course of sin and error is the history: of fallen 
. x^an 7 — that, when national sins arise to a certain height 
(especially under great privileges), .national judgments 
wiU follow ? — ^and that our errors are part of the punish- 
ment of pur sins ? The state of Israel proved it theti^ 
and the state of Europe proves it now ; ' for sin id a re- 
proach to any people.? But we are Boiuid, as Citizens 
and as Christians,' wisely to meet existing circumstances, 
as weH as to deplore their causes^ Weare bound to re- 
, ^rd the danger and the duties of th^ times in which 
we live : and Ive have a bright example* before us, in 
the conduct of David, who while he knew the cause, 
aimed to repel the effects. If, therefore, citizens now 
Bi^nd forth iaarma against a spirit of universal defn-eda- 
tion ; if ministers now stand up, and are valiant for the 
truth against a dissolution of aH principles, civil :an4 
sacred-^' What have we now done?^ Is there not a 
cause?' 

Slill some Will object. — ^More easy, indeed, is it to in- 
Tent invidious objections with Eliab, than to feel & holy 
indignation with David. It is more easy to standstill, 
and say, * Why earnest thou hither? I kftow. thy 
pride,' &c. than to take a sling and a stone, and make 
what efforts we can against an impending danger. It 
ia still more easy to dart out a scornful and exasperating 
insinuatk)n, than to meet it, like David, with recollec- 
tion, and reply in ' words of truth and Soberness.' 

It has b^n objected, that war is inconsistent with 
the spirit of Christianity ; and arn)s still more inconsis- . 

* If any objection arise to this ezarn]»le from what was pecuDarln' 
the case of David, let it bexsonsidered th^t^the example is adduced only 
from what is comnfon to him and to every good citizen ; namely, his 
jiist indication against an impious oppressor, and his active zeal for the 
peace and .religion of bis country. 

17* 
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tenti when found in the bands of private citizens. Wars 
of ambition, or aggrandisement, of caprice or revenge, 
are certainly opposed to the spirit of Christianity/ and 
^he that THUS takes the swtord,' may expect to ^ peiish 
by the sword.' If no other evil attend his undertaking, 
the very principle on which he proceeds is evil.* 1 arh 
ready to declare with a lale ingenious writer,* that '^ If 
Christian Nations were nations, of Christians, all war 
would be impossible and unknown amongst them." 

But thb question seems scarcely to oome before us 
on the present occasion. I am now, not even contem- 
plating, much less defending, what I must deplore both 
as . the sin and the scourge of nations. . Citizens ! pou 
meditate po violence : you join hands to avert it. You 
foment no such wars : you recoil at themt War brings 
nothing befqre you but danger, and labour, aiid loss. 
Why then are you found in arms? I can confidently 
ans^^er for yoti. It is merely and entirely to keep Peace: 
It is to defend your King and Country ; to preserve Or-« 
der; to maintain your Liberty, your ! Property, your 
Lives, and your Religion. It is, that your families may 
enjoy quiet at home j that I may, in quiet, meet this at« 
tentive congregation on the Sabbath; that we may 
have a. buil^ii^ remain, in which God may, be wor*- 
shipped, and man may be taught the way of saJv^ion; 
In a word, while outrage is only waiting for ah occa- 
sion, you are found watching to suppress it. 

Who then dwells on War! I see nothing befoi« me 
but ppScers of the Peace : — Volunteers for Order : — 
Citizens banded together for mutual Defence; as- men 
who can depend on one another, and as having proper^ 
ty and principles to defend. Who speaks of hostility ? 
1 hear you saying, " We will oppose it under every pre- 
tence. We are sworn enemies to disturbance : and are 
* SowiiQ Jeoym. 
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resolved to bear the toil and cost of making n, stand 
Bgainstinvasidn, a^aiii^t insurrection, against plunder j 
against tnifrdery against sacrilege^ I hear you say- 
ing,' " We have seen what has been transacted and is 
still' transaicting on the continent; what lias reached 
and hasakeady laid Waste part 'of our Sister Kingdom ; 
what is attempted even in our o'wn-»-and shall we. sit 
still while mischief is on the wing ? Is it any thing but 
mischief that w^ aim to resist ? Arc we not now le- 
gally commissioned to resist k? Do not extraordi- 
nary OCCASIONS WARRANT EXTRAORDINARY EX- 
ERTIONS ? Wliat then Imve we dofie, that we ought* 
not to have done, on the present occasions? Is there 

IK^OT A CAUSE?" 

There certainly is; Were Ij indeed, to observe the 
principle upon which you now proceed,* lost in a spirit 
of contention ; or debased by habits of intemperance, 
profanation of theNSabbath, or Jby atiy other modes of 
dishonouring that religion which you unite to defend ; 
no one, I trust, would be found more ready to reprobate 
the, conduct or lament the eyil ' but on the contrary, 
while your object is rightly pursued, as a Minister of 
the Gospel oi Peace I must be glad of such an unioa 
of effort to preserve it. I am glad to see the nation at 
length roused to a dense of its danger : I hail it as 
awake; <is wise to foresee the evil, and active to pre- 
sent its approach* 

Nor is such precaution and girding of ourselves in- 
consistent with the purest and most absolute depedd- 
ance on divino- preservation, or any precept of revela- 
tion v^hen rightly understood. It is the enthusiast 
alone,^ who expects the end, while he neglects the 
means. Abraham belieyed God : but, on a proper oc- 
casion, *.he armed his trained servants bora in his own 
bouse, three hundred and eighteen ;' and, after recover- 
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ing bi» brother, was met on bis return and blessed by 
Melchizedec. Jacob wrestled with God for deliverance 
from a crnet avenger: but still planned, with as much 
policy as if he had never prayed. David was wise in 
not tiusthtg to his bow : but did he throw, it away ? 
He resolved not to trust fn chariots or in horses : but 
did he destroy them ? 

But you are men engaged in business — not more so 
than Nehemiah. He was a man of business, and 
tells us how he conducted it in the midst of enemies. 
' They conspired all of them together,' says he, ' to 
come and fight against Jerusalem. Nevertheless, we 
made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against 
theni day and night. I even set the people, after their 
fahfiilies, with their sword^, their spears, and their how^s. 
And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobler, 
and to the rulers, and to the cest of the people. Be ye 
not afraid of them : remember the Lord which is' great 
and terrible, alMl fight for^our brethren, your sons,.and 
your daughters^ your wives, and your houses.^ He 
also tells us, Hbat every one, with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a 
weapon. For the builders, every one had his sword 
girded by his side, and so builded. And he, that 
sounded the trumpet, was by me.'. In this way he 
could appeal to Goc^ and plead, ^ Think upon me, my 
Gt)d, for good, according to all that I have done for this 
people.' 

I therefore repeat it^ it is not the believerj but the en- 
thusiast, who expects the end while he neglects (he- 
meatis. The Apostle, when shipwrecked, was assured 
that no life should be lost ; yet when he saw those men 
deserting the ship \yho were propter to secure it, he* 
warned the Centurion)^ 'Except these abide in the ship 
ye caimot be saved.' 
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It has been objected, <' What if, in the event; a man 
should fall by. my hand ?" Would to God such a 
Christian seiisibility were more prevalent dirough Eu- 
rope ! It would stop many a vain-gl5rious enterprise. 
It would wrest the sword from many a rash hand, alid 
turn it into a ploughshare. 

But that our 9onscience may be enlightened as well 
as tender, we should consider, that the same Scriptures 
which teach us meekness, in that beautiful hyperbole, 
' unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek, offer 
also the other ;' teach .us also to regard the interests oi 
society, and the governments under which we live — 
jgovernraents appointed of God ' for the punishment of 
£vil doers,^ as well as ' for the praise of them that do 
well.' It ought to be no question with you as Cfads- 
tians, whetlier you would save the invader of your 
peace ; but, it may be a question with you, as citizens 
legally appointed to maintain it, wiiether, all things 
considered j you can. We are bound to pray for au 
enepiy; to. do, him good for evil; and to try to save 
him, if possible, from the pit which he is digging : but 
the law of love, which seeks his good, must not be op- 
posed to thQ law of self-preservation, which prevents 
his doing evil 

Jf, then, while you are thus disposed and thus eomr 
fnissioned to keep the peace, any one should fall in his 
attempt to break it, HoW, — let every one ask himsdf, — 
how does such a man fall ? Yerily, as the hovisebreaker 
— as the incendiary— as the assassin— ^as Goliath. 
Who kills the lawless ruffian? the magistrate- that ex- 
ecutes the . law ? the citizen that stands merely upon 
his own defence? No: the man kills himself. The 
sori of violence as clearly puts himself to deiith, as^ a 
mad dog that rushes upon the opposed spear. 'He 
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di|fged a pit and fell therein, tod his Uood is ^poD bis 
own head.' 

God forbid that any one should so mistake iHe here, 
as to imagine I would justify on any account a single 
act of violence, that can, all things considered^ be pre^ 
vented! Bui. all things must be considered, before 
we can judge rightly of any one thing. I would, there- 
fore, recommend to him, who may hedtate to act on 
account of the possible consequences of present exer- 
tions, to extend his views to the very probable conse- 
quences o( making no exertions at all ; and to ask, 
what if the spn of violence succeeds 1 . What if no spear 
is held out as he rushes on ? What then ? Probably, 
not one perishes, but (housands-T-not the guilty, but the 
innocent 

And is this the way to prevent evil? Look at the 
bipod that has been shed, — not only of men in arms, 
but of men who have, made every sacrifice for peace — 
men, who have presented their cheek U^ the smiter h 
Recollect the t^ood that has been- poured out like water 
on every side — of helpless _01d Age ! of Women ! of 
Infants ! . And after, contemplating the massacres and 
conflagrations on the Continent, look at Ireland in or- 
der to ascertain the duty of th$ times in England ! Let 
any one ask, if such calamities had befallen us as have 
overwhelmed other natfons, what bitter reflections must, 
with reason, have seized every heart on the recollection 
of a torpid supineness — a death-lik^ lethargy — a fatal 
presufnption of * peace where there was no' peace.' 

The sluggard, therefore, who is sent to an insect to 
learn industry, njiay go again to study self-preservation. 
Providence, which presents such occasions to man, has. 
given man reason to meet those occasions* You feel 
€m: aod^afterthe example in my text, you are come 
down, not to provoke, but to prevent a slaughter. 
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In * the name of your God' continue thus to * set tp 
your banners ;J and justly may be inscribed upon every 
one of them, Is there not a cause? 

Having thus attempted to answer the first inquiry 
under our general proposition, let us now proceed to an- 
other no less necessary : namely, 

IL WHAT ARE TttOSE DISPOSITIONS, 
WITH WHICH SUCH EXERTIONS SHOULD 
BE MADE? 

This is an iiliportant question : for motives and prin- 
ciples determine the character of actions ; insomuch, 
that two men, in performing the same act, may be the 
one a good, the other an evil agent. Now no man acti 
"^ith a right disposition, who does not, like David, pro^ 
ceed, . , / 

1. With a reference to Gop. 

What, in this affair, respects his honour ? What, is 
to be read of his mind, in the signs of the times ? If 
a:controvcrsj/ js rending the nations, in which the 
agents of Hell are to be resisted ; yet hath not the Lord 
also a controversy with Euro pe ? ' The Lord's voice 
crieth in the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy 
Blame : Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it ! 
Is there evil in the city, kt\d the Lord hath not done k !' 

And who, 4.hat believes his Bible, ean wonder at 
God's controversy with the nations? especially with 
Christendom ! ^ What provocation, can He receive, Kke 
ihdit of rejecting or slighting the inestimable gift of his 
Son ? The sentiment, ' This man shall not reign over 
VSj^' is the tokster-sin of Europe. It is propagated by 
flystem : it isT adopted by fashion : it is even counte- 
nanced by moralists : and it is expressed in an infinite 
variety of ways. But, whether it appear open or dis- 
{^bed, it involves such ingratitude and malignity, that, 
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if it could exist alone, Jt would sufficient! j account for 
any measures of a righteous indignation. 

"We will maintain Christianity," says one party. 
But what Christianity ? A solemn farce ! in which the 
work^ and word^ and Spirit of Christ are made void, 
and of no effect by your traditions ? 

** We will have no .Christianity," says the other 
party. *^ The abuses of Christianity, which we have 
observed, lead us to determine that it can be of no use. 
We are too good to need any atonement : we are too en- 
lightened to need divine instruction: and, as to spiritu-. 
al influence, nope but knaves or fools so much as con- 
sider the subject" 

. Are these things so? Has this spirit gone forth, not 
only among the Philistines, but in Israel? No wonder 
that the ' Lord hath a controversy with Judah, and will 
punish Jacob according to his ways.' - He, therefore, is 
not rightly disposed, who does not humbly bear the rod, 
mark who hath appointed it, consider %Dhy it is ap- 
. pointed, and personally depart from iniquity, while be 
engages himself to oppose its effects. 
^ But a right disposition not only fears, but also trusts 
. the Lord. Contemplating the occasion, it will employ 
proper means; but on none of them will it depend. 
The language of such a disposition is, 'Except the 
Lord keep the city, the watcbfiian waketh but in vain 
— ^There is no king saved by. the multitude of a. host : 
a mighty man is not delivered by much strength. The 
horse is prepared against the day of battle : but safety: 
IS of the Lord.' ; , .' 

Thus went David to meet his enepiy ; * Thou com- 
est to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a 
shield ; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
Ho9ts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast 
defi^.' While, therefore, some trust in chariots, and 
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some in horges, we with David ishould ' remember the 
name of the liord our Ood.' 

And, surely, our God has a special claim upon this 
nation for the remembfaoce of his name. ' Come and 
see what desolations He hath made in the earth,' and 
then contemplate your peace and privileges at home. 
What has He done for this nation in former times \ 
What, iSLt this day, is He doing for us ! I must dismiss^ 
the topic— 1 am overwhelmed with particulars ! Gepe- - 
ral recollection, however, is sufficient to remind us to 
WHOSE almighty and gracious hand we stand indebted 
fgr the blessings which we enjoy at this moment, and 
upon WHOM alone we can depend for their continuance. 
Such a recollection should teach us, with Asa and Je- 
hosbaphat, to look away from human strength, num* 
herd, arrangements, and exertions ; lest folly, weakness,, 
and disappointment should be written on them alL 
Then, and then only,,do we exert ourselves rightly, and 
advance against invaders with a weU-grounded hope of 
success, when, with the men just mentioned, we own 
and forsake our sins, trust in promised mercy, and, em- 
ploying the m.eaos put into our han<^s, cry, witli them, 
' Help us, O Lord our God — ^ih thy name we go against 
this multitude-.^ur eyes are upon thee.' 

To set up our banners on any other ground, is to fall 
i^to the atheism of pur enemy. His language, like that 
of Sennacherib and Goliath, has always been with me a 
token for good. Notwithstanding his temporary snc- 
cess, we should hold fast this truth, ^he Lord reion- 
ETH. Such an enemy, like the Assyrian, may serve- 
-for a time as .*The Rod of God's anger j^ which He 
' sends against hypocritical nations to take the prey, 
and tread them down like the mire of the streets. How- 
beit HE meaneth not so.' He seems to say, " * Shall 
I not as I have done unto Samaria and he^ idols, lo do 
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to JennaleiDAttd her idob!' Beligion ia but supersti* 
tion, whether in Londoa or in JEloroe." 
. But ' shall the axe' thus ^ boast itsdf against Him, 
that hewech therewith ? or the- rod shake itself against 
UiiB, that lifts it up 7 I will take courage while my 
eo6my thus vaunts himself: I tremble when I hear any 
leader on our side imitate his language. 

< Sanctify, therefore, the Lord of Hosts himself: and 
he shall be for a sanctuary.' llie -worse the present 
aspect of affairs, the noc^e need have we to remember 
the name of the Lord our God. Whoever now frcta 
under difficukies, and thereby increases them ; let usr 
recollect ourselves and our only Helper. He alone, 
who once said to the raging sea, * Peace, be siill,' can 
now speak peace to the nations. Whenever it comes, 
He ought to be acknowledged as the sole giver of it ; and 
in the mean time, He will keep them ' in perfect peace, 
whose mind? are stayed on HIM,' 

2. To proceed with a right disposition, we must re- 
gard our NEIGHBOUR. 

Confining our views here to the occ^dion, let me re- 
mark,* that, while the .maintenance of p^ce smd order 
is the single object of this association, union is its 
strength. It may not consiilt with the health and avo- 
cations of every neighbour* to join you as a corps. 
Every neighbour cannot think with you about some 
particiilar measures; and some, like EHab; rh'ay be 
ready to sp^k before ihey think* Here, brethren,, 
' Let your. moderation be known unto all men.' Study 
to show yourselves, like the children of Issachar, < men 
that have understanding of the times, to know what 
Israel ought to do.' 

. Dayiii, in my text, affords us an incomparable ex- 
ample in this respect '^David,'^ sayv an excellent 
ooipmen t a to y '' had ^ht and reaeon on hif sidtf : and, 
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therefore, did not render railing for railing ; but,: with a 
soft answer, turned away his brothers wrath. This eon- 
qqest.of his own passion, was, in some I'espects, more 
honourable than that over Goliath. ' He, that hatn rule 
over his own spirit, is bet((» than the mighty.' It, was 
no tkne for David to quarrel with his brother, when the 
Philistines' were upon them. The more threatening 
the Church's enemies are,, the .more* forbearing her 
friends should be with one, another." 

In a word, our exertions should bo conducted with 
such ivisdom and moderation, benevolence and forbear- 
ance, comprehension and energy, that union upon the 
broadest scale may be effected. It is a masterrstroke in 
our enemies, abroad and at home, to damp the efforts 
irhich they cannot prevent: to separate. you by suspi- 
cioo — tO" unhinge you with di3cer(l — to discountenance 
you with ridicide. They will affect to despise, what 
they really fear. They will attempt to beniTmb by a. 
panic those endeavours, which they know to be irresist- 
ible when in union and in action. And need you to 
be tdd the success of such stratagems 1 

'What, then, let me ask, is a right disposition respect-- 
ing our neighbour, in an association like this?. or in 
such of us as wish to concur with it as our common de- 
fence? Evidently, to unite for a just end : to pursue 
that end with a temper which, while it seeks to disarm 
th^ disturber J would try if possible to save the man : 
to abstain from even the appearance of injury : and 
thus, by a variety in our exertions, to produce anunity^ 
in.effect Whether, therefore, we. are found in arms or. 
not, on the present ^occasion, let us be ooe in heart ; for, 

IS THERE NOT A CAUSE i . 

3. To advance with a right disposition, we must ce** . 
gard 0cman»vB8. 
To be found in the daa improTeineiU of thoee jidvi* 
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Iflges for which we are contendiDg^, is easetitial to ear 
character as Wise Meo, as well as Christians. Are w^ 
banded for a party? for a humour? Qr, on the con- 
trary, is It not to secure privileges of inestimable value, 
both civil and religioMs? . But while we. are anxious to' 
secure Uiem, especially the highest of them, — our reli- 
gioB ; should we not be equally anxious to improve 
what we secure ? Suppose this House of God, in which 
we are now assembled) to be assaulted, and the inhabit- 
ants, who surround it, to rise in its defence; suppose, ^ 
after the tumult was over, they paid no r^ard to the 
opportunities afforded by it for devotion or instruction ; 
must not the minister say to such,—- ^'For whal have 
ye fought? For the wedlsy or the tror^At/i,'of ^this 
Sanctuary ? f Whether is greater, the temple, or He that 
dwelleth therein?' Whil^ ye neglect its services, the 
temple itself that ye ^have defended stands- a .witness 
against you." 

^Thus it is with the best and highest of tjioseprivile- 
ges, f^iH* which thousands at this day are ready to con- 
tend. * Christianity stands a» a witness against many 
of its defenders. How many, in a national struggle, 
are ready to die for Religipn, who yet are spiritua.lly 
dead to it! Hoiv. many spurn at a DefiCMle, who yet 
profane the Sabbath! How many fathers of .a Coun- 
try and bulwari^s of a Church have secured every thing 
in bothj but their own Souls! defended the faith, yet 
perished in unbelief ! opposed Satan one way, yet lived 
. bis : captives in another ! My heart has yearned at 
marldng a great man, wise in his generation, skilfully 
holding the reins oif a vast enterprize, grasping with a 
mighty mind its various relations, and penetrating with 
an eagle's eye, into — ^what ! — every thing but himself 
— «a falFen spirit, in a disordered world I having a day 
of Salvation, and that n^lectsd I How natural was 
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Ihe dying[ language of such an one, when he cried out, 
<< The battle is foUght— the battle is fought: but the 
victory is jost for ever P' 

Alas ! how many celebrated Geniuses, how many 
deep Philosophers, how many splendid Conquerors, 
shall awake in eternity from their vain dreams of glory, 
each wishing he had beenan idiot, or even a. brute, that 
he might never haye been eternally a wretch-r-respon- 
Bible for talents and privileges neglected and abused ! 

David is our example in a personal use and improve- 
ment of the' privileges for which he contended. He 
felt a holy* indignation at the Philistine's profaneness. 
He fought for the God and worship of Israel ; and he 
also knew how to prize and employ the blessings which 
he hath won. His '^ heart longed, yea fainted for the 
living Gcid ;' he esteemed ' a day in his courts better 
than a thousand:' he entered into the Sanctuary, to 
escape the errors^of the World ; and finding his worst 
foes to he those which assaulted his heart and dishon- 
oured his God, he sought the disposition which he 
needecl : — ' Create,', says he, *itt me a clean heart. Oh 
cGod; and renew a right spirit within me!' Such' a 
disposition to regard our own souls, in the improvement 
of our present advantages, distinguishes xhe wise con- 
tender. He is prepared j like David, with a reply to 
every objection. He is armed to meet every terror; 
even that of the lasteuemy,^whD must lay waste the 
hope? of every other adventurer. He can riSet secure 
of fina} conquest — not the blaze' of a moment, but that 
Glory, Honour, and Immortality described by the Apos- 
tle when he saw ' them that had gotten the victory 
standing with the harps of God, and sipging the song of 
Moses and of the Lamb.' ' v 

In concluding, I address you first, as CITIZENS. . 

The Cause in which. you are engaged has been 
18* ^ •. 
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shown to te, aoC ^nly lawful, but laQdabie. There are 
iimeSf in which neutrality is a disig-rac^ — in which, not 
to oppose is, seemingly at least, to abet. The Disposi- 
tions also with which you should proceed io such iin>es 
with respect to God, your neighbour, and voua^ 
fi&LVES, have been pointed out. Firmly proceed, 
therefore, while, the occasion calls for youF beneficial 
exertions. To the arms of the different associations, 
under God, I tmist ascribe tlie present tranquillity of this 
'country. The good effect of your associating is already 
fitrrkingiy evident: the spirit of tumnlt is not dead; bul 
has it not shrunk from sight? Is it not awecl to si- 
lence ? 

Go on, then, and may the Lord of hosts go^ with 
yoq ! may HE give you, who alone ca7i give you, right 
dispositions in a right cause. Go on, — but I most 
earnestly beseech ypd, stop not short in ^^ur work. 
Make not so fatal a mistake as to think your work 
dode when the pr^ent troubles subside. There ard 
enemies (need I name them ?) which-, if you conquer 
not, you must sink, after all your exertions and suc- 
cesses, into everlasting shame and contempt. What 
are other slaughters, compared with those qf the World, 
the Flesh, and the Devil 1 The thousands who perish 
in tltne by the sword are lost among the millions who 
perish everlastingly. by sin. Before you go again totha 
field, ' Gro forth, and look uppn the carcasses.of themea 
that have transgressed against God ; for their wonn 
shall not die,.neither shall their fire be quenched, and 
they shall be an .abhorring to allfle^h.' 

I have shown the cause which there is fdr your exer- 
tions; and I feel the cause which tliere is fi)r mine. 
. The tunes form a sufficient apology for every eflfort 
which a Minister^ as well as a Soldier, can nmke. 
Look at the strides of insubordination, irreligion, iofi-- 
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d^iity ! But look .not only at France ; look at HomO| 
where .they proceed with an aggravated guilt; What 
efibris can you or I make to oppose them,. wKichi are^ 
not warranted by the tinfes ? The heartlesA ftiay con- 
temp, and the scornful may provoke ; but < what have 
w^ now don^? Is THEiRC not. a cause V 

There is: a cause, not only for exertion, but for con- 
fidence. ' Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable 
gift!' He has shp^n us a remedy for this and every 
other evil. ' He has lifted up an ensign to the nations.' 
I cannot vouch for the vision of Oonstantine ; but 
whether he saw, or did not see, such an ensign^ with its 
inscription,* as history describes, such an one is ever to 
be seen by the eye of &ith. < Tfiere shall be a. root of 
Jesse^ which shall stand for an Ensign ef the people : 
yet it shall the Gentiles seek ; and his rest shall be glo- 
V'^ rt0^.' I can voucli, that to fight under this consecra* 
\ieS .banner, is to be more than a conqueror. Though 
Iv^^s surround you, against which your arms, your wis- 
':dom,^ your strength, can avail nothing ; happy am I la 
^ this opportunity of ^directing your attention to that En- 
sign, which God hath lifted up : and under whicti I 
earnestly pray that we may live and die, fighting as 
' good soldiers of Jesus X)hrist.' It is against this, 
that our enemies abroad and at home have entered Into 
a deep and hellish conspiracy: it is before this, that 
they are doomed to fall; and it is before this, that they 
must be brought to receive their sentence. 

But, with this/banner, be te victorious. Departing 
from the tents of these wicked men,, wisely improve 
the first of those blessings for which you contend. 
The salvation which is in Christ Jesus^ vs the one 
grs^d, interesting constderation of fallen man.' In Hib 
strength, *Pight the good* fight of faith: lay hold of 
* By rifru WM, << Willh Uiis be ▼ustorioo*,'' 
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eternal life : for . he, that overcometh, shall in- 
herit ALL THINGS.' 

•CHRISTIANS, whethefr in arms or not, yeu kncnff 
the truths which I speak ; you know them experifneni'- 
ally ; and I trust you do not- forget the obligaticois of 
Christians iu times like the present. Whatever tem- 
porary inconvenience you feel from the present cqu:- 
test, r trust you are impressed with a grateful. reo- 
olleetion, that, while ' the floods lift up their voice, and . 
the waves are mighty and rage horribly ; yet the Lo^d, 
wiio dwelletbon high, is mightier;' and, respecting us, 
bath said, ' Hitherto ehalt thou come and no further, 
and here shall the proud waves, be s.tayed.' 

But let us, as Christians, rejoice with trembling: for 
Infidels, of late, have employed a new and successful 
engine. Christians, w-hom they despaired of moving 
ty their argumentSj ihey have enticed td dabble in 
their politics ; till in the abounding of iniquity, the love 
of many has wa^ed cold. .* Watch ye^' therefore. Chris- 
tians \ ^ stand faat in the faith : quit you like men : )>e 
strong. ' Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may 
he able to stand against the wiles of the Devil.' 

But a Christian should not only keep his ground in 
such times, but should advance with an energy and an 
interest peculiar Co himself. If you cannot, with Abra- 
ham, arm yourself or your family, you ^^ertainly qan 
with him, interc^de^ If you cannot be a leader, like 
Moses, you can, with him Mill up your hands' in 
prayer for the defeat of Amalek. Jf threatenings mix- 
ed with bhtsphemies are poured but and alarm the na- 
tion, you cao, with He^ekiah, spread therfa before HIM, 
who dwells between the Cherubims. . You, can stand 
in the gap: you can run, like Aarort, * between the liv- 
ing and the dead, till the. plague is stayed' 
. Christia>ns, it is hot conceived by bthersj nor do 
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you sufficiently conceive yourselves, whal one steady, 
resolved, recollected believer, with a public spirit, may 
^ect. The man, who dares to be right — who asks^ 
not what, men are pleased to think or say; but what he 
ought to think aiid do — who feels this short life to be 
bis only opportunity^ for glorifying God on this ' gide of 
Eternity : — this man is a host. Witness the man^ the 
fltjripling, I should say, in my text. Such an one sees 
the Captain of his Salvation going forth in every tem- 
pest which- arises, and directing them all. He joins 
hiipself. to Omnipotence. He fears Qod, and therefore 
has none else to. fear. He rests in Him, and 4bu8 col* 
lects. fresh strength for his labours. Christians, are 
your loins thus • ^irdid 7 Let your ' lights also be 
burning, and stand like men who wait for their Li)rd.' 

To. the CONGREGATION, at large, I now address 
myself. 

The^Lord of these servants, is coming ; and, before 
him, shall be gathered all nations. But there will not 
be a single individual among them, who will not iheti 
feel these truths to be the grand congers^ of man* 
Oh may they l>e accepted with gratitude and joy, now ; 
that they may not overwhelm us .with unutterable an« 
guish and despair in the presence of the Judge ! For, 
* behold. He cometh with cloqds, and every eye shall 
see him, and they also that pierced Him. Even so. 
Amen.' 
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O dum Sword of the Lord, how long will it be etethoa be quiet t Pot 
«p thywlf mto thy Scebbaid : rat, and be MjII Haw <^ii H be 
qaiet, aeeum^ the Lord hath giyen it a eharfe ai^n^t A^hkelon ? . . . 
Jsa. xhriL 6, 7. . . ^ 

When called to address an Armed Association on a; 
ftrmer 'occasion, I felt it my duty to consider the- Icm^. 
fulness and expediency of such an association. I then 
endeavoured to prove, that if, like David, you bad quitr 
ted for a time your mor^ peaceful occupations to wield 
the sword, you were warranted, in present circum-. 
stances, to repel any objection by replying with bini, 

•*Is THERE-NOT A CAUSE?"* 

I trust the arguments then adduced for the necessity 
of your recourse to arms, need neither io be repeated 
nor enforced. The same cause still exists : and that, 
with acciimt^ated aggravation : and I must add, that 
you have a claim both upon the gratitude and up<m 
the assistawe of your fellow-citizens, in this laudable 
effort. 

The present occasion,- however, of oiir a^^embhng is 
that of humbling ourselves before God on a ]^^ationai 
Fast. Such an occasion is very distinct from the for- 
mer. On the former, we might, with propriety, discuss 
the measure of employing the sword as a necessary ex- 
pedient ; but, on a day like this, we are naturally led 
to deplore it as a judgment ; to tremble before Omnipo- 
tence in arms; and to remember -that, the Almighty 
has expressly described War as one of his 'four sore 
judgments :' Ezek. xiv. 21. 
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Yirhile,;tbereforey as rational cpeatures, w^ adopt the 
means of security which the tipnes so imperiously de- 
mand, let me' call your attention, on a day of appointed 
humiliation, to som^ general reflections oti ' The Sword 
of the Lord;' ' 

Jn this passage of a Scripture, we have a prophetical 
denunciation of Jeremiah ^ against the -Philistines, be- 
fore Pharaoh smote Gaza.' The prophet foretells an 
appointed tnVasion, shortly to overwhelm a nation which 
added to its other crimes a bitter enmity to Israel. * He 
then describes some t)f its dreadful effects ; but, recoilfng 
at the horrors which he fo^^saw, he seems to shrink* 
froixi his own message, and thus utters the feelings 6f 
his heart : * Q thou sword of the liord, how long will it 
be ere thou be quiet? Put up thyself into thy scab- 
bard : rest, and be still.' Recdlecting, however^ thai it 
was the ' sword of tKe Lord,' and that it had a special 
commission! to execute his righteous judgment, he adds, 
' How can it be quiet, seeing the Lord hath given it a 
charge agaii^st Ashkelon ?' 

In speaking to you on this subject, I' shall contem;^ 
-plate the * Sword of the Lord' as A sore jrbGMErNT 

AN" AfrPOIKTED AVENGER-^and A SOLEMN MONI- 
TOR. 

L A SORE JUDGMENT. 

In a single division of this discourse, I can but gteinca 
at the dispensation ; yet I cannot but help stopping to ^ 
mark the -illusion that is over out miiids, while distant 
from the actual seat of war. We coolly demonstrate its 
necessity : we sit. at ease and in plenty: hearing only 
its rumours : the sound of its thunder, because distant^ 
loses its terror. The A;nbitious, on a victory, swell at 
the idea of national aggrandizement 2 the Politician re-, 
clines by his fire, drinks his wine, and feels somewhat 
disappoiniedf if his paper brings no account of a hard 
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fought battle :. the Idle waoder to a review, and are en- 
tertained with the glitter of arms, the melody of martial 
inusic, and "all the pomp and' circumstance of glorioua 
war ;^ but how little do they reflect to what unutterable 
woe fluch preparation tends ! like infonts, who admire 
The polish and workmanship of their fitther's sWord ; 
but consider not that it is formed toN be a weapon of 
death, and drawn to be bathed in blood- 

But, while the unthinking amuse themselves wit|;i 
the splendid apparatus of war,, and mere solid minds 
sadly ruminate on its dreadful necessity, every good 
man must deplore its inevi^ble cojuseqiiences. To say 
nothing of the scarcity of provimons, which it may oc- 
casion ; the demand upon property ; the sweeping away 
the flower of the youth and strength of a nation, and 
appointing them, like so many sheep for the slaughter — 
to say nothing of the miseries attending war from fa- 
tigue^ fomine, contagion, danger^, and mortal diseases, 
as well as from the sword — not to mention the grey 
b^rs of parents brought in sorrow to the grave \ nor, the 
deeper sorrows of bereaved widows and their fatherless 
children : 1 say, passing by these — I would call ypur 
attention^ as members of the Christian X^hiirch, to the 
consideration of the vast multitudes of your fellow crear 
tures plunged at a stroke into eternity ; and plunged at 
a moment, wheA the spirit of war has rpused their nwnds 
to violence and -revenge little short of fury. 

Let none mistake me here, as if I meant to reflect on 
the, profession or heart of a soldier, as such.. 
^ He may be, and he often is,, a rnan of the most hu- 
mane and generous feelings : and. such an one will be 
found weeping over the miseries, which he musl., as a 
soldier, inflict. A soldier, who, like the brave Col. Gar- 
diner, unites piety aad hunrianity with the fcnost deter- 
mined courage, stands among the first of human chorr 
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actera* B must be evident, therefore, that I am speak- 
, ing; not of tb^ defect of the man^ but oithe nature and 
tendency of War, and of its ordinary effects as a sore 
judgment. ^ 

But the appearance of Armed Citizens naturally calls 
my recollection to. that part of war, which is attended 
withtaccumtilated horrors: 1 speak of INVASION. 
It i^ this destination of the sword, that the present pro- 
. phecy particularly regards. * Before Pharaoh,' the In- 
va4er, < smote Gaza,' the prophet predicts that ' waters,* 
the propbetfcsil figure for , a great multitude, ' should 
rise up out prtho north' — that 'an overflowing flood 
should overflow the land and all that was therein' — , 
that.' the inhabitants, of it sboCilfl howl at the noise of 
the stamping of the hoofs of hi? strong horses, at the 
crushing of his chariots,' and •' at the rumbling of his 
wheels ;' and such ishould be the general cdnsternation 
of that day, that even ' fathers 49hould not look back tP 
their children for ifeebleness of hands' — You, who are 
parents, will feel, with me, that a stronger image than 
this could not be used, tO'Oxpress terror in the extreme. • 

If the tnost ordinary conception did not exceed any 
4e8bription, it would be sufiicient to recollect facts, evea 
pf.our own times, respecting a country subjugated by 
ivar. The Scriptures describe almost literally-r-' the 
field, wasted — the land mourning-^^he inhabitants 
trembling— a iire devouring before the enemy, and be- 
hind them a flame burning — the land, as the garden 
of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wit 
derness-^alt hands fainting, and ^very man's heart 
meltmg: pangs taking hold of them as a woman that 
travaileth — they stand amazed at one another^— Well, 
therefore, may this^ be called ' the day of the Lord's 
anger ; great, and very terrible ; and who cah abidjD it ¥ 

But, would to God; this were the y>orH thai could 
J9 
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be said of ibe sore judgment which we now consider ! 
There is something yet worse than the plunder of the 
ruffian — than the outrage of the ravisher — than the 
'stab of the murderer. These are, comparatively, but 
the momentary evils of war. There ia, abo, (flis all 
history, as well as that of our own times, will show,) a 
shocking fnoral appendage which naturally grows out 
of national conflict, though it may be occasionally re- 
strained. For, instead of listening to the counsels of 
divine mercy, and concurring in the design of a King- 
dom of Heaven set up on earth in 'righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ;' the spirit of war- 
like discord tends to entomb every such idea. It ra- 
ther tends to set up sojnething like a kingdom of HeD 
— a rfeign of violence, where destruction is the grand 
enterprise; where the means of death and desolation 
are cultivated as a science; where invention is racked 
to produce ruin, and the performance of it is ennobled 
tfy public applause. ' Moloch seems once more en- 
throned; while ambition, revenge, and oppression erect 
their banners amidst groans and. tears; amidst cities 
desolated or smoking in their adhes. ^ -. 

If, therefore, we ebnlem plate this sore judgment in a 
moral view, it appears to be an incomparably greater 
calamity than either pestilence or famine. I must, 
therefore, repeat the distinction already made, that) how^- 
ever lawful and necessary the recourse to arms may be 
in times like ottrs, yet such is War : antf such it ap- 
pears, ray Fellow Citizens, yaw have considered it in 
thus forming yourselves into a band topreyent its rava- 
ges. What is all the );nilitary toil, expense, and prejxi- 
ration, which I see, but your efforts to prevent whs^l 
describe and deplore? If yow take arms,' it is only to 
preserve ^pe«ce. If you draw the sword, it is that the 
•word of an aggressor may b6 returned to its scabbard. 
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You do but arrest the hand^ which seizes a weapon ; 
and from wliat I now advance, you will, I trust, be 
more ready to arrest it. We, therefore, perfectly agree 
in design ; and may God 'accept, this day, our joint en- 
deavours ! 

But, to pursue our subject. We shall find this day 
of vengeance, darken as we proceed in. the examinatioqi 
since it tends to eclipse the only ray of hope sent to 
cheer a perishing. sinner. Its storms roughen his path 
to a better country, and deprive him of his appointed 
supports in the way. — Ah I'' heavenly Religion, holy, 
humble, benevolent, travelling to a city wherein^ dweU- 
eth righteousness, where shall rest be foqnd for the sole 
of ihy foot whilst war is rjivaging the earth ? — Tr^ie 
ReUgion, like her Prophet, is. * very jealous for the Lord 
God of Hosts;' but the sons of violence ^despise his 
covenant, throw down bis altars, and slay his prophets 
with the sword :' in the mean time, die wanders a stran- 
ger ; listening, after the Vearthqnake and the fire,' to ' a 
still small voice, Come, niy people, enter thou into thy 
chambers: bide thyself as it were for. a little nnoment, 
until the indignation be overpast.' Let us tbns listen, 
my Fellow Worshippers in this House of Pcayer, till 
the sword b returned to its scabbard ; reniembering, at 
the v>orst that it is a sword. in the hand of our Far 
then 

You will say, " This view of the sword is horrible, in 
the extreme ; though such extreme cases do not alwaya 
occur." ^ ' , 

I must beg your attention, while L cjcMrrect this senti* 
ment ; and prove, ihat the sore judgment of War ha» 
not yet been shown in the extreme, \/ . 

, The Prophet lobked far beyond the hand of m$ui 
when he exclaimeid, ' O thou sword of the Lord when 
wilt thott^be quiet V In the hand of man, however am;> 
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bittouB and crael, (he sword may sometimes be resisted. 
Caprice or interest may sheath the sword 6f a tyrant: a 
moment may sink him, like Pharaoh, ^ as lead in the 
mighty waters :' a moment may cast his carcase, like 
. Beishazzar's, on a dunghill : or make him, likeHerod^ 
a monument of human pride and weakness. There 
was no need of an army, in his csrse, to prove the dis- 
tinction between the sword of maiij and the sword of 
the Lard: a feiV worms, in as fewmoments^ did the 
work. 

We have not considered this calamity in the estremef 
till we view it as mingled with the righteous wrath of 
an offended God : and, when He arises in judgmeDt, 
^ who can stay his hand, or say unto him what doest 
THOXJ?' Hear his own declaration — *See now thai I, 
even I, am he : I kill, and I make alive : I wound, and 
I heal : neither is there any, that can deliver out of my 
hand. ' For I Uft up xny hand to heaven, and say, I 
Kve for ever. If I whet my glittering sword, and rny 
hand take hold on jqdgment, I will render vengeance 
to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate nae. 
I wUi make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my 
sword shall devour flesh.' 

Beholding such an adversary on his way, well might 
the Prophet exclaim, * O thou sword of the Lord, how 
long will it be ere thou be quiet ? Put up thyself 
into thy scabbard : rest, and be still.' Yet * how 
can it be quiet V since the' text leads U3 to consider 
itas, ' 

n. AN APPOINTED AVENGER. 
' Scripture teaches us, that the sword is but a messeri- 
ger; proceeding with a special commission to plead the 
cause of him, who hath appointed it. It w'as, there- 
fore, that the Prophet seems like one oiider recollection, 
after expressing his compassionate expostulation. M 
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if he had said, " I have been caUing on the swml to rest 
and be still, but * how can it be quiet V It is on its way 
to dtop a Rebellion, which still rages, and lifts up its face 
against the Most High. The sword, with which I now 
expostulate, does but execute its office. The Lorf 
' hath giv^n it ^ x^harge against Ashkelon, and against 
the Sea-shore: thehe, there^ hath he appointed 
it'." 

. When we hear the Most High saying concerning 
a guilty nation, *If I bring a sword upon that land, 
and say. Sword, go through the land, so that I cut off 
,mau and beast,' he immediately informs us, that this 
sword, whatever may be the evil motive of the man 
that wields it, is as much executing an express charge 
of Heaven, as any one of his other sore judgments^ 
famine or pestilence. . , 

But the veil that is on the heart of man prevents bis 
regarding any thing but the-visiHe machinery of war: 
Like the you^g man who attended upon Elisba, he 
sees, with trembling, the horses and chariots of men; 
but nothing of that arm of Omnipotence^ stretched out 
in battle array, which the prophet saw. ^Man stops at 
the effect : God calls him to regard the caU9e. A 
sword is as harmless, in its^f, as a ploughshare ; but 
when grasped in anger it assumes an aspect of terror. 
God, however, teaches u% that the man himself, who 
grasps it, is but a swoixl in his own hand, permitted or 
appointed. * Arise, O, Lord,' says Xhe Psalmist, * disap- 
point him : cast him down : deliver my soul from the 
wicked, which is tht sword ^ from men, which are 
THY hani' :' 

This shortrsightedness leads to the great swelling 
words of vanity, found in the mouths, of little perishing 
insects of a day* We are taught from cluldhood to ad- 
mire that presumption in a storm, which vaunted to au 
19* 
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affHghted marioer, « Pear not : you carry Caesar I" But 
who was Geesar? verily, but a feeble worm, sentio ex- 
ecute his Maker's commission but a few days before 
that, in which hehimself was trodden under foot as a 
worm. Who was that Royal Desperado, that, in des- 
pite of God's warning, would madly go up to battle? 
only a single bow was drawn, and that at a venture; 
yet the Lord made even a solitary arrow his appointed 
avenger, and gave it a chaise to find its way to thd 
•heart of Ahab, through the joints of his harness. Who 
was that Tyrant, that proudly thought his sword bad 
no other coronHssion than what he himself gave it? 
^ Shall I not,' says he, ^doto Jerusalem, as 1 have done 
to Samaria?' No! you shall not: -you have no such 
commission. ^Therefore the daughter of Zion bath 
despised thee, and laughe<i thee to scorn.' But, ^ Thus 
saith the Lord, because thy rage against me, and thy 
tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put 
my hook in thy nose and my bridle in thy lips, and I 
will turn thee back by the way by which thou earnest.' 
And who, let me ask, is that other Tyrant, for whom 
the same hook and bridle are reserved ? He, who is 
now trampling on the Kberties, property, and lives of 
Europe ? verily, nothings in himaelf— every thing that 
is dreadful, while permitted to act as a sword* 

However, therefore, you may abhor the ambition, the 
cruelty, the falsehood, the mpacity pf such a destroyer ; 
and, as the common Aiends of mankind, resolutely 
withstand his designs— rstill, still, I earnestly entreat 
you, consider what is necessary to thfs en(](. 5 Run not 
as uncertainly. Fight, not as one that beateth the air.^ 
Stand to your arms, but take firm hold of that hand, 
which holds the sword, and which alone can return it 
into its scabbard.. In the mean time, let us recollect, 
with a holy .fear, that it has long had a charge against 
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Europe ; that it b still drawn, and that it^ia nothing 
short of Atheism, to look at our national resources, or kt 
OUT rampart the ^(?a,aDd say, " It cannot come hither P* 
The inquiry should be, Whose sword is it? Who ap- 
points it ? And who pan resist it ^hen thus appoinUsdi 
^hetl)er. it be agdinst Ashkelon or England ? 

And* how can it be quict^' whenever th^Lord ap- 
points it to plead his cause? a cause big with reasons 
fan beyond the ken 6i a mere politician. 

"It continues to ravage the. earth," says one, "be- 
cause the ambition and rapacity of one. nian is insatia- , 
ble." Admitted. But what (as I have just shown) 
did an inspired writer ^y of such .men? ' Deliver my . 
soul from the wicked, which is thy sword.' 

" It continues," says another, "because the Sove^ 
reigns of Europe are impolitic dastards: they consider 
not their gwi\ interest," Suppose this, too, admitted : 
who hath threatened ^ to pour a spirit of deep sleep 
on. Rulers,' and ^to. destroy the counsel of Princes?' 

" It conttntieS)^ says a third, " because a captal error 
was committed in a former negotiation ; the single op- 
portunity of peace was lost," Were this also admitted, 
it should suffice to recollect, who it was that permitted 
this error, and who can now recall it 

"It continues,!' says a fourth, "from necessity. 
The present state of Europe can admit of nothiVig more 
than an armed peace."' Admitted, again ! But who 
made this necessity ? This very necessity is * the sword 
<^ the Lord:' it is but the appointed avenger. How^ 
then, can it be qiiiet ? 

But does Europe need particular and dotibfful rea- 
sons, in order to account for its convulsed state? 

It is, in fact. But wretched triflings to call in the fee»» 
Ue conjectures of Politicians,- in order to account for 
the appointment of a sword to go through our modern 
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look only to MEANS, but stop infinitely short of the 
qause. But it is the CAUSE, which' the word of God 
is repeatedly bringing forward ; and which the blind, 
unbelieving heart of man is continually forgetting. 
The sword has long been drawn, and (to pass by now 
any enumeration of transgressions conifhon, perhaps, to 
Ashkelon and to Europe) hoit can it he quiets while 
Infidelity has been taking gigantic strides^ unkpown, 
till of late, in Christendom 1 How can it be quiets 
when, even among tc^, opposition and contempt are 
daily harassing the few remaining fi-iends of truth, in 
their endeavours toalx>li8h that abominable I rafiic the 
Slave Trade abroad, or to suppress the gros^^i^r vic^ and 
open profanations at home? Do the ' wicked so walk 
on every side, as to put to rebuke' every ef&rt of virtue? 
Are we grown such admirers of our old inveterate ene- 
mies, the French, that, if we do not actually abolish the 
Sabbath in name^ we resolve to destroy the things by 
our Sunday Entertainments, Sunday Travelling, Sun- 
day Concerts, — by businen or by pleasure on that hdy 
day? Hnw can it be quiet ^ if, white that' old stupen- 
dous idol of a blind superstition. Popery, is touering on 
its basis, and while its visible head is become the con- 
temptible tail of a bold usurpation, we, Whether Church- 
men or Dissenters, attempt to set it up under another 
form^ and call it Chri^ianity 7 For, let me ask, what 
is heartless religion, whether among Papists or Protest* 
ants, but a dead image of a living thing? And what ii 
our dead image better than that which our lathers aban- 
doned at the Reformation ? — an image scarcely having 
a/ormof godliness; but utterly denying, yea some- 
times opposing, the ptywer thereof — an image, no more 
that religion which Christ ca . o to set up in the world. 
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ihan the intake of David, which Micbal laid on th^ pil- 
low of goat's hair, was the David who had fled. 

Brethren, this is neither a time nor occasion for tem- 
porizing concealments ; nor shall I consider, for a mo- 
ment, what the advocates for a barren and lileless^ pro- 
fession of religion may object to these remonstrances. 
My answer is ready ^ and it Is short — *' They are of l.he 
world : therefore speak they of the world, and the world 
heareth them.' The enemies of vital religion dare to 
be loud in their oppoeiti<5n ; and are we, tha Ministers 
of Christ and Stewards of his mysteries, to shrink in 
such a cause ? No : rather let us descend to the root of 
this evil : let us examine whether there be not some 
MASTER-SIN, from Which present evils may' be 
traced; and thereby accoont for an express charge 
given to the sword—^bat sword, which has desolated 
Europe^ an^ long threatened this country. 

Biit, a word, respccting'thisf Master-Sin. 

I see grave men alarmedv; and hear them complaiil- 
ing of the ungodliness of the times. They lament that 
the fruits of righteousness among us are as the ^ shaking 
of an olive tree : two or three berries oh an uppermost 
jbough.' But they seem not sufficiently to consider that 
these * fruits of righteousness' can only be derived from 
a union by faith with Jesus Christ, and thus tend ' to 
the gkxry and praise of God.' 'I am the vine,' says 
Christ: 'abide in me, and I in. you. As the branch 
cannot bear frqit of itself, except it abide in the vine ; 
iio more can ye, except ye abide in me' — for, 'without. 
me, ye can do nothing.' No man, who calls himself a. 
Christian, can be supposed to deny this statement of our 
Master: and^ill any such man. wonder why so Utile 
of the fruits ef righteousness are found amoti$ us ? 
' Can he see this inffnite ooddescension of * God manifest 
in the flesh'^/Ai^ source of aill spiritual life, giacoi and 
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lover-I Miy, can be see this scarcely notioed in ibe jIVa- 
iimi^ in the Senate^ in the CknvriSy in ibe Camp^ ia 
the Schools — I bad almost said in the Pulpii, aod 
then gravely inquire for * fruits <rf righteousness ? ^or 
cease to tremble b^ore the ^. sword of the Lord' in its ap- 
pointment against Christendom? Rather, will he not 
say, ^' While these things are, — how can it be quieiT* 

But let us, Brethren, enter into the design of Holy 
Scripture, in recording those judgments which have 
frilen on other nations, and regard the ^^sword. of the 
Lord' as, 

III. A SOLEMN MONITOR. 

When the Lord appoints the sword to avenge bis 
cause in other nations, he ispeaks to those on w^hom it 
has not y^t fallen. He generally speaks, before be 
striker; but he always speaks^ in striking. >^Even 
Ehud's poinard," says the-pioos Bishop Hall, ^^was 
God's message : not only the vocal admonitions^ but 
also the real judgments of God, are hid eirands to the 
world," He^ seems to repei^t, in such events, " * Fear 
ye not me, satth the Iiord '} . Will ye not tremble at my 
presence? Will ye npt gather, from every stroke of my 
righteous judgments on others, what sentiments . ye 
yourselves should- <:ultivate. till, this swotd be retui:ned 
into its scabbard?" . : * ' 

And what are those sentiments, which we should cul- 
tivate jn present circumstances 7 

Not those of the Vindittive, who, like enraged tigers, 
furiously bite the spear which they Cannot avoid ; who 
seom to treat ; who pant fot what they term a proud 
day, for England^, whatever it costs. 'Scatter,' says 
the Psalmist, < the people who. delight in War.' But 
when) like some nobler minds on record, the soldier 
wyuld save and succour, where he is notobliged to de- 
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stroy ; he appears, indeed, an aagel of itengeancCf hvx^ 
yc^,.an ANOEL: 

Not those of the PresufnptuouSf who say, ''Let him 
come. We wish the attempt to be made. The result 
will be glorious to our arms." Have these men quite 
forgot, that there is a God,, and .that war is his Sworft7 
Let us, my dear hearers, learn our entire dependence oq, 
the God of Battles : and tremble when He takes the 
sword, though the worst tyrant that ever breathed on 
earth executes the commission — ^whether a Nebuchfld* 
nezzar, or a Sennacherib ; a Tippoo Saib, or a Buona- 
parte. . 

; ^ot those of the Resiles, whom no men, no mea«- 
Ures can long please : who can cavil, and embarrass, 
but not assist, even with a finger, the .common effort. 
A man of this description will nnd fault every where, 
esccept .where it is most io be found, — in himself. 

LeaQt of all should we cultivate the sentiments of the 
Negligent ; men, who wiU supinel3r look^n, while ttm 
Invader confiscates their property ; annihilates their 
rights, cjvil and sacred ;' violated the chastity of their 
&thily ; and put&i a knife ta their throat. What ! are 
these men more irrational than brutes, who know the use 
of their horns and hoofs ? The secret purposes of God 
should never be confounded with the relative duties of 
life. As a wise and gckxi Prince may employ the basest 
of his subjects -for his executioner ; so we learn, both 
from Script-Ure^and from Fact, that God often employs 
the worst of men to execute his judgments.. But^ while 
He is executing them, he calls us, as his rational crea-r 
tures, to employ such measures of security as he hath 
enabled us to use : and it is only in a vigorous prosecu- 
tion of them, that we can warran&bly hope for success, 
or comfortably meet, the reverse. To (rust God with- 
out the use of means» is to texQpt him : to cm meaas 
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without dependence on God, is to despise him. thdy 
b ours : Events are God^s. Nor can Religion btt 
brought forward ia vindication of any sach supineness: 
as I considered more at large on a former occasion. 

Instead, therefore, of a sluggish or presumptuous neg- 
lect of those means of defence which Providekice has 
put into our bands, let us imitate, the wise conduct of 
Jacob, in contriving the most effectual methods for dis- 
arming his malignant brother. Let us learn of Joshua, 
t6 use every measure which sound pdicy and deter- 
mined courage dictate for counteracting the -designs of 
the common enemy. Let us stand, like Neh'emiah; 
armed for ipor, as well as dil^nt in oiir proper call- 
ings; and having, like him, thus ' played the man for 
our people, and for the cities of our God, let the Lord 
do that which seemeth Him good.' 

The Volunteer System, so numerous in its memben*, 
and so determined in its object, is a splendid monument 
in English History. Such a union of zeal and unanim- 
ity one cannot but hope comes from Gad, as a ' token 
fi>r good.' A still stronger token for good is, the zeal 
which has been kindled in the hearts of many for the 
support and propagation of the Gospel But the best 
warranted hope is, from that Spirit of Prayer whirJi has 
long been eikrod up in the breasts of real Christians, of 
all denominations, for the safety of the^ nation. Ws 
should be thankftil that we can mark such ^ tokens for 
good,' in times like ^hese. The record of I^^ineveh^. 
deliverance should ever be present to our minds on a 
Public Fast;*lmd should prevent despondency, even 
while the roo9t' Solemn Monitor is speaking. 

Nor ought I to pass by the good' example which the 
Volunteers before roe have set, in liavidg never blotled 
their professkm, no, not in » single instance, by pro- 
ftuEung the Sabbath m the exerqse of their arms. 
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StrafijDfe iDfatuation, indeecl, in those who could concert 
or employ such a measure for safety t What ! will pien 
pray to God for success in ifaeir undertakidgs^ on thd 
very day in which they mean to break? his commands f 
They bear their Minister proclaim,,on. divine authority^ 
5 Remember thdt thou Keep Holy the Sabbath Day :' 
*' liord have mercy upon us," they reply, "and incline 
our healis to keep this law." Keep this law ! what, by 
the exercise of arms — by disturbance — ^by dissipation — 
by gathering together and amusing an immense hqm^ 
ber of idle spectators 7 Shall we hope to defend our jia- 
tioD, by imitating the profaneness of X)ur enenues ; and 
Chat under a dispensation of light which they never en- 
joyed? ' V 

Thermal) of piety will not only listen himself to th& 
Sdemn Monitor, which ispeaks so loudly to Europe at 
ifais day ; but wiU also join ttie R-ophet, in his pathetic - 
exclamation, ^My bowels, my bowels ! I am' pained at 
the heart; for thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound 
of the trumpet and the alarm of war,' The very next 
Ireflection, however, which will arise in his mind, wiU 
be this-T-*' Oh that my country also could ,hear the voice 
of Ood in this war ! and Seriously inquire, < Show nie 
wherefore thou cphtendest with me--Oh tliat it knew, 
nt' least in this day of its visitation, the things that be* 
' long \o its peace !' — ^a day, when not only a drawn 
•word hangs over it, but a raging pest^i^nce also threat* 
ens its shores, and has occasioned its government to caQ 
in the aid' of medical science, and bid it stand on the 
watch for our national security. Oh," says he, '< that it 
knew, at least in .this it9 day, how mucli it lacks that 
ONE thing so essentially needful, a spirit of true and vi* 
tal RELIGION ! This would give an ear to the Jit- 
ptMitian. This would put meaning ibto its Faata. 

20 
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This would give true oonfideuce to its atttu^aadftt 
ford it security against every I^iv^der." 

Such, indeed, must be the natural reflection of every 
pious man. And, true it t^, that a spirit of. real reli- 
gion would teach us, with Abraham, to intercede on 
this fest, even for our hostile neighbours. It would 
lead us, with Daniel, to humble ourselves before tht 
Most High ; and to cry, ' Lord, righteousness belong- 
eth unto thee, but unto us confusion of face.' It wojild 
instruct us, like David, when he saw the destroying 
angel stretch a drawn sword over Jerusalem, to fall ou 
outfaces, confess our sins, and caU for mercy. It. would 
incline us, with Jeremiah, to pity and thus to instruct, 
even the despisers of our giving glory this day to the 
Nost High ; ' Hear ye^ and give ear : be not proud ; 
for the I^rd hath spoken. Give glory unto the Lord 
your God, before he ckuse darkness— iBut^f ye wiU not 
hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for youi 
pride.' 

A pious man, impressed with the warning of this 
Solemn Monitor, will paturally, in his retirements, ru^ 
minate on his ultimate resource, under all possible con- 
sequences. He may picture to himself the rising up, 
at an unexpected moment,- of an invading army j rush- 
ing on, like a mighty torrent that has broken down it« 
hanks, and overwhelms the adjacent country : bb sees 
every effort made by the distracted inhabitants, to repel 
its violence, or to flee from its approaches. But, in such 
an ei^tremity as this, will any thing present itself to his 
mind, but the utter weakness of man, and the almighty 
power of God? Oh the strong consolation, at. such a 
moment, of xhat voice, < When thou passest through the 
waters I will be with thee!' — ^Brethren, such an ex- 
' tremity has visited nat^ns around us : such an extrem- 
ity may visit t^^. May w^ be prepared ihtts to tiieei it I 
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We are admonished : but do we hty to hoart this 
warning voice ? As a man, who is overtaken witl;i bis 
neighbour in a storm^ and, seeing him fall by a stroke 
of lightning, walks on with trembling lest the next 
flash should be directed to himself ; so should we be 
found walking on the day of national huniiliation, be- 
fore the Lord of Hosts. 

Fellow Citizens, and^ Fellow Sinners! if^I hare 
wearied your patience by the leng^th of my. discourse, 
impute it to my zeal as your Minister, and to my af- 
fection as your Brother. And as any particular Ap- 
plication of it is precluded by such enlargement let it 
suffice to recollect its general aim : — to advance and 

ENFORCE THE UNIVERSAL DOMINION OF HiM, WITH- 
OUT WHOM EVEN A SPARROW FALLS NOT TO THE 
GROUND ; AND TO POINT OUT THAT STATE OF MIND, 
IN WHICH WE SHOULD STAND BEFORE HIM ON THE 
PRESENT OCCASION. 

In a day of atheistical rebuke and blasphemy, like 
the present, you will doubtless meet with some, who 
will despise such considerations. What serious tuith 
will not ignorance, joined with vice, despise? Yoa 
may properly^ however, inform them, that England 
was once lost to an invader] and you will do well to 
bid them mark the circumstances in which it w^s lost. 
" The English,^ says Rapin, " spent t/ie whole night 
in carousing and sihgirig, as if they were sure of 
victory. The. Normans, on the contrary^ were em- 
ployed in preparing for the battle, and offering up 
prayers to Ood for succcss.^^ You know the event : 
and you know who hath said, < Them (hat honotir me 
I will honour,' 

Arid now ' I bow my knees to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesu» Christ,' that my feebly labdu'i-s this 
day for your w^sUare may not be in vain. We shall 
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oertaiiibf meel togelber once more; but probably hot 
191 THAT day when these truths will admit of no doabt. 
la the meaki time, the grave will mingle the dust of 
Miaisten and Soldieni; and that both may enter it, 
having fint obtained a com|dele victory over it, may 
God of hii ii^nite mercy grant, far Jesus Christ's sake ! 
Amen. 
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niEACHKl^ ^FORB TBI 

SOCIErr FOR missions to AFRICA AND THE EAST. 



Prepare ^e the Way of ,th9 Loid.— laAXAH xL 3. 

We meet this day, as Members of the Church of 
EnglaDd^ to promote .a. design of evangelizing the 
Heathen ; and sure I am, every true Member of Christ 
must be a hearty w^Il-wisher to such a design. Wfaml« 
ever objection he may make to the manner in which it 
. is taken up by us, or by any other body of ChristianSi 
still he must, from the bottom of bis heart, adopt the 
lauguage which we have been using this day in our 
service. ' God be merciful unto us and bless us, and 
show us the light of his coupteuance ; that thy Way 
may be known upon earth, thy saving health among 
all nations :' Ps. Ixvii. 1, 2. 

This Prophet, who speaks so expressly of that light 
that was about to arise oii the Gentiles, here predict* 
another herald who should ' go befpre the face of the- 
Lord to prepare his way.' It appears from the tenm 
employed in this and the following verses, that an .evi- 
dent alldsion is made to a custom which still.obtains in 
some parts of the East ; where, on the approach of an 
iUqstrious Personage, his way is prepared before him by 
levelling mountains, by filling up valleyS| and hy re-; 
moving obstructions of every kind. 

* Prepare ye,* therefore, cries the Prophet, ' the way 
of the Lord ;' or, as he elsewhere expresses. it, 'cast up, 
20* 
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cast up the highway :' gather out the stones : lift up 
a standard for the people :' Isa. Ixii. 10, and, for the 
encouregetnent of all those who shall be called to ^ pre- 
pare this way' lo the end of time, it is subjoined to the 
text, ' Every valley shall be exalted, and every moun- 
tain and hiU shall be made low ; and the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough places plain ; and the 
glory of the Lord sliall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it'— "ALL FLESH," cries he, 'shall see it'— for it 
shall be revealed to the Jew first, and also to the Gen- 
tUe. 

Omitting such a general discussion of the text in its 
connection as might be proper on another occasion, I 
shall confine myself now to the special purpose of our 
assembling, namely, that of preparing the way of the 
Lord among the Hefithen ; and, accordingly, shall 
make a few remarks on their moral state — the 

IIEANS OF THEIR RECOVERY — and the MOTIVES TO 
ATTEMPT IT. 

Let US glance at that affecting fact 

L THE MORAL STATE OP THE HEA- 
THEN. 

The field is so wide, that I shall not even attempt to 
give any thing like a comprehensive view : a single 
division in a sermon would not admit of this. A few 
fiicts, however, may suffice : because, from tht^m, the 
general state may easily be inferred ; and because se- . 
lect features strike the mind more forcibly than general ' 
descriptions. 

But, in order to make sl just estimation of the horrid 
ehambtr of imagery before us, we must proceed with 
the lamp of revelation in our hand. It is by this infal- 
lible light, that the < dark places of the eaflh full of 
orueity,^ Psalm Ixxiv. 2Q, are rightly apprehended. 
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Yet, as we enter inld and explore the shades, we are 
confounded at the facts which present themselves. 

For, surely, it must astonish the enlightened eye of 
a moral traveller, to observe, that, if some nations of the 
Heathen have made considerable advances in civiliza- 
tion and science,' yet that their knowledge of the charac- 
ter of God, and of their moral wants and resources, has 
been biit gross ignorance — that their ablest guides, 
' professing themselves to be wise became fools,' Rom. 
i. 22-^that their very Gods were scandalous; iheir 
worship ridiculous, cruel, and infipure ; and their morab 
abominable. 

But, in taking a wider survey of the Heathen World| 
though such a traveller may be less surprised at find- 
ing the Sun and other celestial Luminaries the grand 
objects of heathen idolatry, yet how must he be shock- 
ed at beholding millions of rational creatures prostra- 
ting themselves before an Ox, a Cropodile, a Serpent, a 
Dog, an Ape, or some monstrous assemblage of their 
several foi;ms ? yea, before Vermin, before Y^etables,* 
and ten thousand other fantastic representations of 
Deity ! 

Nor are the objects of Idolatry more shocking than 
its Rites, '< The Religion of the Heathen in this vast 
territory," writes a faithful and intelligent witness still 
living andong them, '^ consists of little more than Lust 
and Crudty." 

With respect to the former of the^, were I to attempt 
to give a particular description of the impure attributes 
and symbols of Pagan Deities, of the troops of prosti- 
tutes which form a part of their establishments, and of 
the various abominable means by which millions are 
held fast in their idolatrous bonds, such a description 

* O sanctas gentetf, quiliushecnaflcimtiir in hortis Nomina ^-^tivt- 
fluit, Sat IS. 
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would be evidently improper, and even dangerous. 
Such scenes aie best described by the Apostle, when he 
says, 'It is a shame even to speak of those things 
which are done of them in secret i Eph. v. 12. 

Bu^ if we advert to the Cruelty which idolatry 
mingles with its devotions, what less than a supersti- 
tion worthy of Hell still keeps tribes of wretches fixed 
through life in tormenting attitudes, crawling under in- 
tolerable burdens, burning their scalps, piercing their 
flesh with hooks, like those of old, who Meaped on their 
altars, and cut themselves' with knives,' crying ^ O 
Baal, hear us !' 1 Kings xviii. 26. Above alh, what 
but the most diabolical infatuation could urge the 
Heathen to multiply human sacrifices, and bring even 
their innocent ofTspring for a bumt-ofiering to su(^h a 
Deity as Moloch ! and which murders them in incred- 
ible numbers unto this day. 

But, if the Theology of the Heathen be so gross, 
what can be expected from their Morality? Even 
where little more of Christianity is found than the 
name, yet so has it raised the 'standard of morals, that 
pagan licentiousness is found intolerable in Christen- 
dom. Take a late instance of this in the conduct of 
our neighbours, the French. This people, after making 
the boldest experiment in profaneness ever made by a 
nation, in casting off its God ; and who, for a time, se^ 
riously deliberated whether there should be any God at 
all ; who, after madly stamping on the yoke of Christ, 
attempted to establish order on the basis of a wild and 
profligate philosophy— yet even this nation was at 
length qWiged tQ bid an orator tell the abused multi- 
tude, that, under a philosophical religion, every social 
bond was broken in pieces ; an(l that Christianity, or 
something like it, must be rc-establiehed to preserve any 
degree of order or decency- 
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And here let me remind Femal&fj hoTV* mcreh they 
owe in society to the diffusion of gospel light ; and' let 
ipe -thereby attempt to stimulate them, to employ their 
influence in diffusing its healing beams. 

Could you behold the cruel slavery and degradation 
of your sex in Heathen nations, I should scarcely need 
any other argument with you. 
- When a Missionary, in South America, was reproving 
a married woman of good character for following the 
custom of destroying female infants, she answered 
with tears, '^ I wish to God, Father, I wish to God, that 
my mother had by my death prevented the distresses 
which I endure, and have yet to endure as long as I 
live. Consider, Father, our deplorable condition. Our 
husbands go to hunt, and trouble themselves no further. 
We are dragged along with one infant at the breast, 
and another in a basket. They return, in the e veiling, 
without any burden : we return, with the burden of 
our children ; and, though tired with a long march, are 
not permitted to sleep ; but must labour the whole night 
in grinding maize to make chica for them. They get 
drunk; and, in their drunkenness, beat us ; draw us 
by the hair of the head, and tread us under foot. And* 
what haTe we to comfort Us for slavery that has no end ? 
A young wife is brought in upon us, who is. permitted^ 
to abuse us^ ^nd our childreix because we are no lon|;er 
regarded. Can human nature endure such^ tyranny I 
What kindness can we show to our female children, 
equal to that of relieving them from such oppression, 
more bitter a thousand times than death 1 J say 
again, would to God that my mother had put me under 
groundthe moment I was bortl!" . ' 

Observe, this was not a peculiar case, but a national 
custom. Ah ! bow remote from that recommendedby 
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th« t^neyoleDi'and 8yinpathi2dng genius^of that Goqiel 
which we would introduce among them ! 

liOok again at another national custom, which, to this 
day, brings a widow, after having just closed the eyes 
of her husband, to be burnt to ashes at his side : — 
39,000 say some, 60,000 say others, of such victims per- 
ish annually in the East Indies. 

You may, perhaps, be wiUing to hope that the moral 
state of the Heathen, indicate^ by these features, must 
be confined to a few remote parts of the earth. Alas ! 
it is -comparatively but a small part of the earth, where, 
in a greater or less degree, such superstition do^ not 
still prevail Mahometanism has. indeed, removed 
some of its grosser features ; but what has this impos- 
ture introduced in their place? 

Infidels, perhaps, have told you that the moral vir- 
tues, at least, may be found in some parts of the world, 
wh^ra the Christian Faith is unknown : but represen- 
tations of this kind have been proved, again and again, 
to be absolute falsehoods ; and even allowing that any 
degree of truth attaches to. such accounts, nothing more 
is to be inferred than that ' the strong man' uses spe- 
cious methods * to keep his goods in peace :' Luke xi. 
21. The aflfected solemnity of one lunatic as fully dis- 
covers his actual condition, as the extravagant pranks 
of bis fellow. 

But, still, you. may be ready to ask, "Has not even 
Christianity itself exhibited scenes^ at which humanity 
shudders?-' I answer, No: in no instance. Christi- 
anity^ is one thing: Popery, another. . Christianity 
must noiDore be ma.de answerable for its counterfeits, 
than its emblem Gold. It is one of the arts of hell to 
confound truth with hypocrisy. Real Christianity is 
that wisdom from above, whichj-is *fii^t pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be intreated, full of mercy 
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and good fraits, without partiaKty, aod without hypoct 
risy :' -JaruBS iii. 17; But if, ..under this holy name, 
a bold Harlot comes forward in heathen attire, affect- 
ing the pomp, secularity, tyranny, and idolatry of Pa- . 
gan Superstition, what wonder, if die adopts its cruelty 
also! ^ 

Let God, however, be true : and every many oppo- 
sing his declarations, a {iar. He has described, by ex- 
isting fiicts, and by every figure of speech, the- blind-^ 
ness, depravity, and helplessness of fallen naturb. in the 
Gentile World : and, were it not that we are apt to 
read accounts tiil we forget their meaning, I. need only 
. to read the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans to 
'show more fully the moral state of the Heathen. 'He, 
who cannot deceive or be deceived, hath assured- us, 
that the darkness of the Heathen is so connected with 
wickedness, that, besides those crimes,* for which it is 
said ^the land itself vomited out her inht^bitants,' it is 
added, ' Every abomination to the Lord which hehateth 
have they done : for even their sons and their daugh* 
ters they burnt in the fire to their Gods:' Deut. xii. 3. 

Add to these more conspicuous instances, the innu- 
merable tribes which rove the vast deserts of Asia, Af- 
rica,, and America — millions, who scarcely ever rise, to 
an idea above the dictates of a corrupt nature. Scarcely 
excelling their cattle in intelligence, they sink far befow 
bnites by their vices : and, yet, is th^re one of these less 
capable of rising, uhder the means of grace, to ' glory 
and honoilr, immortality and eternal life,' Rom. ii. 7, 
than ourselves?' 

See then the wretched state of those, to whom our 

labours are directed. Of God, of their moral state, and 

of futurity they know comparatively nothing. And 

their condiUon is the more deplorable, because ma.n is 

•SMUv.xyiU. 
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obetinate in proportion as he ia ignorant: the grosser 
his suplierBtition, the more will he cleave to it, till God 
^ sends out his light and his truth. Prepare ye, there- 
fore, the. way of the Lord;^ for tiU 'the Sun of £ight- 
eousness' arise on these nations * with healing in his 
wings,^ notwithstanding all the endeavours of Legisla- 
tors and Philosophers, ^darkness' must 'cover the e^rth 
and gross darkness the people? Isa. be. 2. 

This leads me to make an observation or two on, 

11. THE MEANS OP THEIR RECOVERY. 

One cannot help remarking here, on the coofased 
and fruitless views of some pious persons. They are 
indeed strbck with horror when the state of the Heathen 
is recollected. Like persons walking through a lazar- 
house, they pity from their hearts the. different stages of 
malady which lie before them, but see no presel^t rem- 
edy. They wait for some tide or motion^ they know 
not what. Centuries have elapsed, and hundreds of 
millions of souls have passed into eternity— still they 
wait!. 

But it might be of use for 6uch persons to inquiry 
^Does not God work by 'means? Does he not com- 
mand them to be used, in 'preparing his way?' Haf 
He not promised his blessing, in the use of them ? 
How was the waiy of the Lord prepared among those 
Gentiles, now brought to the faith of Christ ? . Was 
not our own highly favoured nation, as far fr<Hn God 
as that of any other Gentiles? and ia th^re not. reason 
to think we should have remained Heathens to this day 
had the fitst Missionaries thus waited, pr requir«l 
same perceivable shdiking B>mong the dry bones before 
they prophesied in this our desert ?" 

I know of no difficulty now loefore a Missionary' to 
the Heathen,- that did not meet the first Missionary to 
this nation. We had our buiiian sacrifices, as wdl as 
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othfcr$. Our hearts were aa hard, and our prejudices as 
great, as those of others; and our situation raore insu- 
fated and unapproachable than most of theirs. 

The ablest means, however, ^nd the best concerted 
plans, can, of themselves, do nothing. * The glory of 
the Lord must be revealed,* ih his niighly power, as 
Well as in his saving truth, '^ }pie(ore all flesh can see the 
salvation of our GocJ.* But, as the labwtr of the Hus- 
bandailin is connected with the influences of Heaven iu 
producing the harvest, so, in all other respects, it has 
been justly remarked that it (s the fool only who ex- 
pects the end without the means,, since it is only in the 
use 6f appointed meansr that desirable ends are prom" 
ised. ... 

This Society, I can safely assert, mean to * prepare 
the way of the Lord^ by exhibitifig (he only remedy^ 
for fallen nature ; the cross of Christ, and the regene- 
rating influence of his Spirit ; and that in the most 
simple and unequivocal manner possible. They have 
seefk folly and disappointment inscribed on every other 
remedy, and oh aft unscriptural modifications of the 
true remedy; and that, in every age. and in every 
place ; tad they depend alone, under God, upon * the 
truth as it is in Jesus.' 

To accomplish th^ir end, it is evident that Missiona- 
ries must be employed arhong the Heathen: for *how 
shall they hear without a preacher?' Rom. x. 14; 
fiut it may be necessary, perhaps, to admonish a san- 
guine and inexperienced zeal, to pay more attention 
than is usually paid at this day, to the words which 
follow, * How shall they preach except they be sent?' 
i, e. How can it be expected th^t they should succeed 
in such. a work, till God has called and qualified them 
for it ? The work of a Missionary is as arduous as it id 
honourable : he is, in an eminent degree, a living sac- 

21 
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rifice to God and man : he needs not, indeed, the learn- 
ing and address of the Schools, but the higher attain- 
ments of divine knowledge aiid spiritual experience, 
Good men, like Moses, may be so sensible of the great- 
ness of such an undertaking, and of their own inability 
and infirmities, that even wbai really called, diey may 
err in standing backj but there are others, whom (he 
Apostle would have rejected as Novices^ 1^ their ela- 
tion should end in their fieilling.* Such haye a zeal, 
indeed, but without knowledge ; either .of themselves, 
or of the work which they would undertake. They are 
ready to cry aloud and spare not ; but, too, often, it is 
vox et prcBterea nihUj sound without sense. They dis- 
tinguish not between business and bustle. Some 
truths, by their way of handling them, become un- 
wholesome; being unmixed with a scriptural propor- 
tion of other important truths; this .crudity, however, 
they mistake for 'the whole counsel of God;' and, re^ 
gardless of admonition, confidently rush forward tode-^ 
clare it ' • 

But what result can be reasonably expected . from 
such an experiment ? Evidently, as the fact has top 
often declared both at home and abroad, (and I am led 
to speak thus much, more fr6m what has been observed 
at home than abroad) that the Gospel itself, under such 
an exhibition of it, would be rendered suspicious, if not 
ridiculous and abortive. Like the rashness of Israel at 
Ai,t such precipitance has not only brought shame and 
sorrow to the Church, but cause of triumph to its ene-. 
mi^. Thus Israel, at another time, fell before the Hea- 
then, but thought the presence of their ark would sup- 
port their cause; Their ministers brought it into thei 
camp; aiid, in a spirit of yain confidence^ they 'shouted 
till the earth rang again.' Alas ! th^y. had but the 
•lTim.iii6, . t Joshua m4»& 
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Symbol of the diviae presence, white <jlod. himself was 
departed from them. *And the Phihstines f6ught— 
Israel was sraitten— the Ark of God was taken, and the 
two sons of Eli, Hoplmi and Phineas,- were slain :' 1 
Sam. iv. 10, 11. 

Those who act with the purest design's (and I am 
|)ersuaded each of the present Missionary Societies 
tlms acts) cannot with all their care prevent the intru- 
sion -of spacious but unsound characters. • Yet we 
should recollect- the commendation given to one of the 
first churches for their zeal in this respect :•.* Thou 
hast tried them that say they are apostles, and are not, 
and hast found them liars.' Such carnal Gospellers 
may, indeed,4ike those of old, /take upon them to call "* 
over those who have evil spirits, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus ;^ but the evil spirit may be expected still \ 
ready to rcply^ * Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but 
. who are ye ?^ and will probably also * prevail against 
them,' till they return from their rash attempts to ex- 
orcise the Heathen 'naked and wounded >' Acts xix. 
14, 15, 16. . 

On the contrary, brethren, w&should endeayour to find 
for our messenger, a man of Godr—instructed, experi- 
enced, holy, patient, laborious. This work peculiarly 
needs an apostolic spirit ; and, for instances of this 
spirit, we need not ^ascend to the time of the Apostles. 
Look at the Missionary S wartz— -one who has bufc lately 
been called to rest, after half a century spent in travers- 
ing' thousands of miles, and that in a burning climate. 
Blessed with innumerable seals to his ministry, this man ^ 
had acquired such a character among the Heathen, that > 
when among a barbarous and lawless banditti — hordes 
that live by war and plunder, carried on against one 
another, and all around them ; this man, I say, as one 
evidently engaged only on a heavenly desigp, was suf- 
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ferad (o pan ^h his catecbtimea through contending 
parties of them, unsuspected, unmdested. They said, 
*^Let him alone. Let him pass. He is a man of 
OodP This Apostle of our own day has saved the in- 
habitants of a fort from perishing by famine, when the 
neighbouring Heathen have refuski to supply it with 
provision on aliy other assurance than that of his word. 
Even that tyrant, Hyder Ally, while he refused to ne- 
gociate in a certain treaty with others, said, '^ Send me 
Stoartz—^end me the Christian Missionary^" — said 
this Mahometan: " / ttnll treat with him, for him 
only can I trust. ^ 

I make no apology for stating these foots in 9 ser- 
mon. I embrace them to demonstrate the importance 
of character in a Missiotary. I am only sorry that the 
time will not permit me to enlarge upon them. 

One fact more, however, I will mention. jWhen the 
late Rajah of Tanjore was dying, and desired to cdm^ 
mit his. adopted son, the present Rajah, to this Mission- 
' ary, and with him, of course, the care of his domitiions j 
the Christian, after the example of his Master, was not 
to be dazzled by 4he kingdoms of the world, nor the 
glory of them.' He persuaded the dying prince to 
place the governnient of his son ahd of 4)is afiairs in 
other hands. But a greater honoiir was reserved for 
him, which he could not refuse : for, at his death, the 
present Rajah shed a flood of tears over Lis. body^ 
mourned deepjy wJiile attending his funeral, and lias 
written to England for a monument which he intends 
to erect in Tanjore to the memory of his virtues. 

God, indeed, needs neither the piety nor parts of such 
men as Swartz, Brainerd, and others of like mind, to 
effect his work ; but he has made it evident that ^ them ^ 
that honour' him he * will honour :' nor have we reason 
to doubt but that the faithful and zealous labotirs of the 
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Mifisionariesy sent by different Societies at thia time 
among the Qeatben, will be crowned with success — 
wUl bCf did I say? they have been, already. May God 
add to them a thousand-fold ! 

Among other Means, Xei us recommend to our Mi&- 
sionBries.to dwell on such truths, as are simple and es- 
sential; that they carefully avoid positions, which re- 
main doubtful even among real Christians ; and that, 
while others only amuse or distract the flocl^, tbey 
should labour to feed it. " Certainly,'^ says a great 
Author,* "as those wines, which flow from the first 
treading of the grape, are sweeter and better than those 
forced out by the press, which gives them the rough- 
ness of the husk and the stone ; so are those doctrines 
best and wholesomest, which flow from a gentle crush 
of the Scripture, and are not wrung into controversies 
and common-place." 

On the topic of Means I would also remark,, that, 
while, thr6ugh education and connections, the most up* 
right and useful men will be found in different denomi- ' 
nations of Christians — and while this diversity in cir- 
cumstantials, when wisely and . charitably conducted, 
may ^e overruled to the producing greater general 
effect (as the loadstone is found mofe powerful in parts 
than undivided)^-so the greatest care should be takenr 
. that, in this variety, of effort, a unity of design may be 
preserved. E^ch Missionary Society is our natural 
ally : we should cordially ct)-operate with it, sa far as 
is consistent with our plan : ^we should rejoice in its 
success ; and should carefully watch lest on any occa* 
sion a carnal jealousy should tempt ' ]^phraim to envy 
Judah, or Jndah to vex Ephraim •' Isa. xu 13. By 
performing our own proper parts in the grand concert, 
we may give a greater force to the harmony. Oh the 
* Ijord Bacon. 

21* 
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contrary, if, influenced by narrow views, we waste our 
atrength in weakening fi common interest, certainly no 
greater gratification can be afforded io the prince of 
darkness and of discord : — ^nothing can be more oppo- 
sed to the mind of Christ. ' Master, we saw one casting 
out devils i^ thy name, and we forbad him because lie 
foUoweth not with us : but Jesus said, Forbid him 
not, for. he that is not against us is for us:' Luke ix. 
49,60. 

I ara necessarily restrained, in a single discourse, from 
temarking on other means proper to be employed in this 
work, such as Translatior^s of the Scriptures — dispers- 
ing dsefulTracts — forming profitable Connections — and 
watching providential Openings, especially in Qountries 
under some civilization. These depend on a variety of 
circumstances, and will I doubt not be wisely, regarded 
by this Society. I need, not speak of pecuniary assist- 
ance, since the public liberality of Christians, on these 
occasions, is above praise. 

One means, however, should never be forgotten : I 
mean fervent prayer to tlie Lord of the Harvest, that 
he would ' multiply those faithful labourers, which we 
now find such difiicultyin procuring; that he would 
dir^t and support them in their labours ; that, accord- 
ing to his promise, he would < make a way in the wil- 
derness -and rivers in the desert :' Isa. xliii. 19. With- 
out the arm of our God, we ^ have painful experience 
how little we can do, even in our own families { and 
with it, we need not fear to 'prepare the way of th^ 
Lord' among the Heathen. 

I therefore proceed to the last consideration, namely, 

IIL THE MOTIVES TO ATTEMPT IT. 

1. The GXORY of God, surely, should stand first of ^ 
tliese. 

*The Lord hath formed all things for himself He 
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could propose no inferior end ; and this, his glorjr, 
should be our prime motive. Bat with this grand end 
he has connected the salvation' of sinners ; and that, 
by such an astonishing display of his grace in Christ 
Jesus, .as claims the afifeclion of our hearts as well as 
the acquiescence of our understandings.* On. this 
ground let us join the Universal Church, in crying^ 
' Thy kingdom come ;' in seeking to promote this 
kingdom to the utmost of our power ; in cherishing a 
> holy griet and indignation, that ignorance and idolatry 
should cover so large a part of the earth, and that so 
little zeal should be felt for the advancement of the 
kingdom of Christ hi a land partaking so largely of his 
benefits. '^ 

While, therefore, the enemies of God point the fin- 
ger of scorn at this our attempt to ^declare his glory 
among the Heathen,' Ps. xcvi. 3, let us give glory to 
his name by trusting, that, at ' the blowing of his great 
trumpet, they shall come who are ready to perish,' Isa. 
xxvii. 13 — * that, from the rising of the sun to the 
going down of the sara^, his name shall be great 
among the Gentiles,' Mal» i. 19 — ^that He ' will say to 
the North give up, and to the South keep not back,' 
Isa. xliii. 6, till the knowledge of the Lord cover the 
earth. - 

2. The iN^^iNiTE WORTH OF ONE SOUL is another 
motive which should animate our ze^l in an underta- 
king like this. 

It has been justly observed, that a present salvation 
of all the individuals on the face of the globe would not 
bfe of equal moment with the eternal salvation of one 
soul ; because there will arrive a period in eternity when 
that single soul will have existed as long as the lives .of 
the former added together, aind yet is stiU to exist. 
Whut then are the splenidid projects of statesmen^ war- 
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riors, or philosophPens compared with that of recovering 
an immortal spirit ? The world-s conqueror sat down 
and wept for another bauble ; as well he might : he 
bad no knowledge of any thing more valuable. But 
we know that the ' gain of a whole world' would not 
compensate for the ^ loss of one soul :' Matt xvi. 26. 
How noble a design, then, is that of the reeoveiy of 
those who are as yet ' without Christ — ^strangers from 
the covenants of promise— having no hope, and without 
God in the world !' Eph. ii. 12. 

3. Our OBLIGATIONS, AS ENLIGHTEI7ED GeNTILES^ 

should be felt. 

Many of us stand special witnesses of this truth. 
We are experimentally assured that the Bible in our 
hands is the Word of Life. We have the clearest evi-^ 
dence, that, if any principle of divine light or life be 
found in our own hearts, it has been received alone 
* through the failh bf the Son of God.' But to what 
end and purpose has it been received? — that we should 
look with indifierence on the for greater part of the 
habitable globe, lying in the grossest darkness and 
wretchedness 7-rthat we should passion, like the ^ Priest 
and Levite,' Luke x. 31, 32, beholding such misery 
with a cruel apathy? — that the faithfiihiess of God, in 
his promise to thei Heathen^ should be doubted ? — that 
Satan should be suffered to proceed, uninterruptedly, in 
his work of deceiving the nations ? What strange rev- 
olution h£is taken place in the Christian World, that its| 
first converts should be more ready to lay down th^ir 
lives for the Gospel, than we to enter into a plan for its 
propagation ? Verily the zeal o( some of the dark ages 
' of Christianity will, in this respect, put us to shame. 

Found among the oaks of our ancient .Druids, with 
oor painted bodies . and Uoody rites, if some Christian 
Missionary, pitying our w^retched state/, had not ^ pre- 
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pared the way. of the Lord' among us, we had probably 
reinaiDe4 in darkness to this v.ery day. But God hath 
-caused a great light to shine among, us. 'Freely. we 
have received:' let us /freely give :'MatJ. x. 8. Let 
us endeavour to remove that ^ great Btumbling block to 
the Heathen, i mean, the conduct of those -Cfari'stiand 
in name only, who appear .on their coasts merely for 
traffic. Let us show ihem the effects of real Christian- 
ity. Let us prove, that, like its Author, it will i^pare 
neither co6.t nor paina to ^^seek and to save them that 
are lost :'-^hat instead of offering violence to their pt^r- 
8QD8 or property, we seek n^ theirs but them :-^that 
ibr their salvation. Christians are. willing to be ' made a 
spectadeto angels and to men ; — that being reviled, 
we bless ; being persecuted, we suffer it ] being defa- 
metl, we entreat ; and become all things to all men that 
we may by all m^ans save some :' 1 Cor. iv. 9 — 12, 
iy. 22. / - ^ 

Thus, whilq the Sons of Earth (the slave traders par- 
ticularly) entail an odium u{k>n the very naniie of Chris- 
tianity — and the Sons of Hell are endeavouring (and 
that with horrid strides of late) to root out the very re-' 
membrance of it from the earth, may we, as the ' Sons 
of God, without rebuke, in. the midst of a crooked and 
perversa generation, shine as lights in the. world f Phil, 
ir. 16. 

Some, indeed, have not scrupled to ask, " What have 
we to do with the religion of otlier nations 7'— a ques- 
tion so strange to be^roposed to a Chnstiian Nation, 
that it is well if a real Christian can preserve himself so 
as to '-give an answer with meekness and fear :\ 1 Pet. 
iii. 16. 

For what is the' religion of the Heathen 7 . Have we 
not just seen it to be a f chamber of the most abominable 
imagery ?' To speak of the superstitions of the Hea* 
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then, uoder the term religion^ is to throw 4ust in the 
eyes of the ignorant And what is our design in thesb 
Missions? Is it not to bring immortal souls ^from' 
daricness to l^ht, and from the power of. Satan unto 
Crod, that they may receive forgiyeness of sins, and in- 
heritance among them which are sanctified by the faith 
of Christ !' Acts xxvi. 18. And does any one ask, 
<< What have Christians to do with this V 

Suppose the millions, of which the Heathen World 
consists, to be sick, and that through a poison which 
was artfully introduced as a medicine, and which must 
destroy both them and their posterity: — suppose also 
that any one had a specific, and the^on/y specific, which 
could relieve them under the efiects of that poison : — 
I ask what notion the Objector would form of a person 
who should live and die with this specific in his cabinet, 
crying, "What have I to do with the remedies of other 
nations ?" Would not he say, " This Querist has either 
no faith in his remedy, or tio feeling in his heart P 

I see a poor Hindoo driven by a guilty conscience to 
inquire after an expiation ; I see a Bramin directing 
him to cross a desert of a thousand miles to the temple 
of Jaggernaut in Orissa ; and there, afier the practice 
of severe austerities, to offer the costliest gifts, which he^ 
can present: he does all this; and, on his return, he 
receives a little consecrated rice : he attempts to subsist 
upon thisj till, famished, he perishes on a4)lain, — white, 
to this day, with the bones of such deluded pilgrijtns. 
Is this romance ? Nay, it is a welt attested fact But 
who' among us, that knows the virtue of that ' blood 
which cleanseth from all sin,' Who would not rejoice to 
sei!ze the hand of diis wretched votary, an<i say, * Be- 
hold the Lamb of God f 

4. The SATISFACTION op HAVING MADE THE AT- 
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TEMPT, will be another, and>that no sKght* motive, to 
the conscientious. 

Bventa are God's. He for wise reasons, may run bis 
dispensations quite counter to our well intended designs. 
He will, however, honour the intention, as he said in 
the case of David, ' Thou shalt not build me a hoiise : 
thy son shall build it, nevertheless. It was well that 
IT WAS IK THY HEART,' 1 Kings viU. 18 — or in that 
of the woman who came with her box of. ointment — 
' Let her alone, she hath done what she could :' Mark 
xiv.6, 7, 8. 

While, therefore, the Lord accepts our endeavours, 
we shall ever taste the satisfaction of having made them, 
whatever be the event. We shall comfortably reflect, 
that we are embarked under the sanction of a divine 
precept — a faithful promise — an irresistible provident^ 
— and a general disposition in the Christian World to 
join ' in the attempt. Our children may see a glorious 
harvest arise from the seed now sown : they may see it 
spread from nation to nation : y^a and it shall so spread 
(whoeter has the honour of sowing it), for the ' earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, aa the wa^ 
ters cover the sea :' Isa. xi. 9. Till this glorious event 
be accomplished, our hearts may r^st in his bosom who 
gave it us in prmnise. It is enough for us now, that 
'we have done what we could ;' — done it, on the spur 
of a favourable occasion, — ^and done it in the only pe- 
riod in eternity in which such a work can be done by 
us. . 

There is,' indeed, a class of meti in the Christian 
Church, who are ready td damp every proposal, that 
does not originate with themselves, or stand recom* 
mended by high patronage. If 'we pipe to them, 
they will not dance : if we mourn, they will not weep.' 
'^Tbis sobeme," say ibeyi ''is but Enthusiasm pursu- 
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ing its phantom. It k the project of a Party. It will 
come to nothing.'' ^ A steady ^d consistent Christian 
will, however, pity this mixture Of mistake and malig- 
nity : he will neither' be surprised nor moved by such 
tnisrepresentations. He will consider the proposal itself, 
rather than the proposer. He will advert to its real 
worth and weight, the probable means of its success, 
and the motives which should actuate his heart in pros- 
ecuting it. ;Thus taking his w^-considered stand, he 
will persevere by the help of his God ; having this tes- 
timony in his conscience; that he does what he can^ 
and would do better if he could. 

■ I have reason to hope. Brethren, that most of you 
are thus proceeding : and thus may ^ou proceed, titt 
the awful hour arrives, when that only which is really 
substantial will comfort you ! In that hour, when life 
is viewed as but a dream just vanished, wben every 
earthly possession and enjoyoient is departing, when 
your dearest friend can but say, ^' Farewell." In that 
hour, to be borne up by (he faith of Jesu% and to feel' 
the comfort of having stood* a witness of its power to 
otherfr-^this will prove a solid satisfactbn, which noth- 
ing besode can yield. ' Bless^ at'e the dead, who thus 
die in the Lord from henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their, labours, and their works 
do folbw them :', Rev. xiv. 13. 

With the subject, as it respects the Heathen, I have 
done. Yet I cannot conclude without adverting to a 
common but fatal error. Too many are observed, 
anxious to bring the Heatbeii to Christ, who yet give 
strong reason to fear they have not savingly approached 
him themselves^ They are zeaiouaiy affected^ and 
that in a g9odt thing — but seem never to have laid to 
heart hgwr much that very thing 19 the ^ one thing need 
ful' fojr their own souls* ^ 'Prepare ye the way of the 
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Lord/ " say they : " for tUl Christ is brought to a people 
they uiust perish for lac£ of knowledge." Most true ! 
But most true it also is, that, till a people are brought 
to Christ, they too must perish, whether it be in Eng- 
land or in Japan. " All you Q&n tell me," said one 
lately on a dying bed, "All you can tell me, I have 
long well known ; but I tell you that^I have lived with- 
out real religion. I was forward in the Church,- but 
fixed in the world : tind my profession now only serves 
to terrify me !" 

. O. ye, who. labour to build an ark for .others,- but en- 
ter it Bot yourselves— ye, who would oMivert the Hea- 
then, but remain yourselves unchanged— tremble, lest 
even the. most blind and profligate of those whom you 
wouM convert, should one day rise up in judgment 
against you. 4t shall be more tolerable, even for 
Sodom, in that day/ than for any among us who repent 
not: Matt. xi. 24. 

On the contrary, may He, w^hose glory we seek iii 
this Institution, enable us so to ^ abide in Him; that 
n^hen he sliall appear we may have. confidence, and 
not be ashamed before liim at his coming,' 1 John ii. 
28; but, receiving then the full accompliefbment of 
ihose pronuses for which we now wait, may we join in 
proclaiming, "The Kingi>oms op this world arb 
become the kingdoms op our lord aiy d op his 
Christ, and he shall reign por ever and ever P 
Amen. 
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And the Loid nid, Who then uf that fkithftd uid wise iteward, whom 
hb Loid ihall make ruler over hie honiehold, to give them their por- 
tjoa €i meat m doe seaaoat BleaMdia thataervant, whom hie Lord, 
when he eometh, ahall find lo doings — Luke zii. 42, 43, 

I SHOULD not have ventured to appear this day in 
this place, and oh thb solemn occasion, but at the ex- 
press desire of your departed Minister : nor can I think 
of any scripture which « more suitably applies to his past 
character and present state, than the passage before us. 
May a divine blessing accompany our meditations on 
it; that we may not only ^ mark the perfect man, and 
beMd the. upright,' but . that our endj also, like hi^^ 
may be peace I 

. Our Lord had said, v. 35, < Let your loins be girded 
abouti and your lights burning ; and ye yourselves like 
unto men that. wait for their Lord when he will re- 
turn from the. wedding : .that, when he eometh and 
fcnocketh, they may ifptn to him immediately. Blessed 
are those servanjts, whom the Lord, when he eometh, 
shall find watching. Be ye therefore ready also : for 
the Son of man eometh at an hour when ye think 
not 

^ Then Peter said unto him,Xord, speakest thou this 
parable unto us, or even to all ? 

< And the Xiord said, Who then is that faithful and 
wise steward, /whom his Lord shall make ruler over 
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his household to givje them their portion of meat in due 
season ? - Blessed is that sef vant, whom his Lord, when 
he cometh^'Shall find 80 ddng.'- 

As if Jesus had said, " Though alt have a general 
concern in the words which I have^ spoken, tou, my 
disciples and ministers, have a special interest in them, 
and a particular obligation laid upon you by them. 
You are hot only servants in general : but servants also, 
of a particular description : you are placed as stewards 
over my household; having a peculiar ai^d specific 
charge to execute. And blessed are you, if your Lord, 
when he cometh, shall ^nd you executing it faithfully^ 
and wisely." 

In the words of the text, taken in connection with 
those which lead to it, we have our Lord's view of the 
<;haracter and COMMENDATION of. a faithful- Minis- 
ter. He is i'epresented in the text, both as a steward 
and ^'^ servant : as a servant he is before described as^ 
vigilant and prepared; |is a steward, he is faithful 
and wise. Let us attend to both descriptions in this 
account of, 

L His CHARACTER. 

The faithful Minister's character resembles that of a 
trusty Servant watching the coming of his Lord. For 
even am<»)g men such a servant "will not only consider 
his wages, but also the obligations which be is under. 
If his Master be from home, especially at a late hour, he 
wfll stand prepared to receive him. on his return. If 
(as in the East) long garments are in use, he will have 
them girded aboufy that no impediment may prevent 
his activity. If the night requires a^lamp or torch, it 
will be kept burnings He even watches .his master's 
tread : he knows his kn(jck : he spridgsT to open the 
door^ his very face welcomes him; and, whether his 
master comes at the second or third watch, such a scr* 



*■ Digitized 



byGpogle 



256 SERMONS. 

TEDt oomplAins noC, he sleeps not, but steadily reroains 
on his posL '< I know tiot^" says be, ^' at what hour 
my LfOrd may come ; but I well kno^ in. what poeition 
be ou^t to find me." It is nothing to him, that other 
servants in the same houae may be off their watch, 
Some may be absent, some gaming, some wasting their 
master's substance, some sibling bis property, ebwe 
abusing his character, and some cyiarreUin^ and fight- 
ing. But what is all this to Him ? His thoughts are 
on his Lord. 

Thus the vigilant and prepared servant, who is now 
called off hia post, aaw indeed and lamented the state 
of the household in which he had long kept watch : 
and fiuthfiiHy protested against the neglect, carnality, 
and contention which be observed therein : but while 
he thus warned the unruly, his ^>wn heart was contin- 
ually fixed on the coming ct his, Master. His own 
heart spake its real feelings, when he wrote that Hytnn 
which you have often sung : 

** Fix my heart and eyes on thine, 
What are other objects worth ? " 
]^t to Me thy gflories shine 
la a beav'n begun on earth." 

Thus, I say, with his Motns girded/ with his ^iights 
burning,' and looking for the conning of his Lord; 
departed John Newton, selrvant of the Most High 
God. 

But i\nB seruant is also, described as a faithful and 
wise STEWARD ^ ons set over the household of God, 
V and expreiely appointed to his office of administering 
therein. ' Let a man,' saith the Apostle, ' soaccountiof 
us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of .the 
mysteries of Qod, Moreover it is required in stewards 
that^a mto be found fitithfuL' But the Steward is not 
&ithfol, if be does not givo^the duepfxrtian to each: 
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not putting them off with half a meal. Hd is dot laith- 
ful, if he regards' the quantity^ but pays no attention- to 
the (fuaUty : it must be their portion of meat : it must 
be tifiat whidi will support diXiA nourish them. A Stew-^ 
ard needs also to be not only faithful, but wise, that he 
may be able to discern both the portion of meat and the 
due season ibr delivering it. He inudt be wise^ to mark 
the wants, complaints, and infirmities of the household : 
and he must be wise, to discriminate and patiendy. to 
bear the false charges and unkind remarks' which he 
often hears while he thus acts faithfully and wisely. 
A minister is sometimes called to exercise a solitary 
faith and an invincible patience, in order steadily to 
proceed for the good of his Master's household, in the 
midst of the various -cabals and impositions which he 
sees continually forming in, it. 

Thus acted your late Minister, ^ as a good steward of 
the manifold grace of God.' He fidthfullyj as well as 
* rightly, divided the word pf truth' among you ; giving 
^ their portion to each in^due season.' He di^penened the 
word of God, and that only. He employed it as * prof- 
itable fqr doctrine, for reproof, for qorrectieu,' and ' for 
instruction in • righteousness.' Whatever men may 
plead for elaborate discourses, on moral goodness and 
th^ rewards of virtue, he determined to advance the 
doctrine of a Crucified Saviour, as the only hope atid 
strength of fallen man ; whose 'flesh is, meat indeed,' 
and whose.' blood is drink indeed.' And he dispense^ 
this, as one that had felt the power of it in his own 
soul, and tasted the savour of the meat which he deliv- 
ered to .others. A few of his hearers might, at times, 
come rather to find fault than to be fed ; but he regard- 
ed not the person of men : he. went on with his work^ 
seeming to say with holy Herbert, 

'." Thou Shalt uiBwer, Loid, for me." 
22* 
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I think I may assert, without fear of contradiction 
from such as knew the character of your kite Minister. 
that no man ever executed his office with a more ^'n- 
gle eye, or a more disinterested heart. Unlike that 
unjust steward in the parable, who, throughout all his 
management, merely considered how to keep himself 
from sinking under his delinquency, your late Minister 
considered simply the interest of his Master and his 
household. He might truly say, "'God is witness, 
that, instead of being burdensome, we were gentle 
among you, even ks a nurse cherisheth her children : 
so, being affectionately desirous of you, we were will- 
ing to have imparted unto you not the Gospel of God 
only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear 
unto us. Ye are witnesses, and God also> how holily, 
and justly, and unblameably we behaved ourselves 
among you that believe. As ye know how we ex- 
horted, and comforted, and, charged every one of you, 
as a father doth his children, that ye would wajk wor- 
thy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and 
glory.' « 

Ill-nature, indeed, might term this statement aflat- 
terff of the dead. But I confidently, reply, No; in no 
wise. It is too late now to question the fact. Most of 
you know that I have stated but the simple truth, and 
that the truth itself demands this of me. This thing 
was not done in a corner, or in the presence of two or 
three interested witnesses ; but R was done in the cen- 
tre of the largest city in the world, amidst a multitude 
of disaffected witnesses, and before the eyes of the 
Church of God, to the members of which he iriight 
justly have appealed, * Ye know, from the first day that 
I pame among you, after what manner I have been 
with you at all seasons : serving the Lord with all hu- 
mility of mind and with many tears and temptation? ; 
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and how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto 
yo^, biit have showed you, and have taught you pub- 
licly and from house to 4iouse, testifying repentance to- 
ward God and faith toward our Lord JesuQ Christ., 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men ; for I have not shunned to 
declare unto you all the counsel of God.' 

But the character Sind commendation of your late 
faithful and wise Stewa:rd must be referred to a higher 
bar of decision than youra or mine. The Judge of the ^ 
world,, who describes his character, pronounces what 
we proceed to consider — 

il. His COMMENDATION. 

' Blessed is that Efervant, whom his Lord when- he 
Cometh shall find so -doing.' . . 

Blessed, indeed, if he received no other commen- 
dation than THE APPROBATION OF HIS LORD. 

' He,, when he cometh, shall bring to light the hidden 
thiqgs of darkness, and then shall every man,'^ thus 
found faithful, < have praise of God.' Sin has made 
Buch a bedlam of this world, that it is full 4)f false ^asso- 
ciations. ' The precious 6on& of Zion, comparable to 
fine gold, bow are tbeyesteemed as earthen pitchers, 
the work of the hands of the potter !' but, when the 
Master comes, he will say, (and it is enough if he says 
it,) < Well done, thou good and faithful servant I thdu 
hast been faithful over a few thimgs, I will make thee 
ruler over many things : enter thou into the joy of. thy 
Lord,' To set forth the speciar honour which Christ 
will put upon those servants who wait for his second 
coming, he employs, in the Sfth and 44th verses, allu- 
sions to those ancient customs, where the master, at 
certain festivals, attended upon the servants, and af- 
forded peculiar tokens of his respect and confidence to ^ 
the faithful individuals among them. It is as if be had 
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said, in other woids, ' Blessed are they which are called 
to the marriage-supper of the Lamb. Where there 
Aal\ be no more curse ; but the throoe of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants shall serve 
him : they shall see his fkce, and his name shall be in 
their foreheads. There shall be no night there, and 
they need no candle, neither the light of the sun ; for 
the Lord God giveth them light, and they shall reign 
for evet and ever.' 

Blessed is euch a servant, also, in the testimo- 
ny OP THE household, over which his Lord bad 
4)laced him as a Steward. 

Speak, ye who have been the seals of his ministry 
— * begotten again to a lively hope through the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead !' Can ye refrain 
from pronouncing him blessed, who was the happy 
instrument of making you feel your rwm^and your re- 
lief? Will not many of you, who have been warned, 
instructed, encouraged, and tenderly conducted as by a 
nursing father — meet him in the great day with heart* 
felt gratitude ? You feel what you owe to his labours ; 
and what a peculiar act of grace it was that placed you 
where the' bread of life was dispensed in season, with 
integrity, wisdom, and affection; It matters not what 
others thought of y<Mir privileges : but it is impossible for 
f/au to think of them^ and not to say, 'Blessed is that 
servant.' 

Blessed is that servanf^ likewise^ in the testimo- 
ny OP HIS OWN conscience. 

I remember, on hearing a pious minister under de- 
pression, express some doubts of his own conversion, 
Mr. Newton replied, " Whatever I may doubt on other 
points, I cannot doubt whether there has been a certain 
gradous transaction between God and my soul. I can- 
not doubt'wlienever 1 look at my former and my pres- 
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ent objects, whether thought not to cry, * What hath 
God wrought i'"' It was not the pecuHar privilege of 
St. Paul, to say, ' 1 have fought the good fight : 1 have 
finished my course : I have kept the faith : henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,, which 
the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give me at that 
day :' for, observe the words following, where he adds, 

* not to me only, but unto all thetn that« love his ap- 
pearing.' Such a witness will' not detract from the 
glory of God : he rather magnifies the power of his 
grace : he stands, like Legion, as a monument of it : 
and he will cry, after his boldest efforts to display it, 
' Yet not I, bjut the grace of God which was with me.' 
In the testimony of his own conscience,, therefore, 

* Blessed is that servant.' 

One cannot help here contrasting the real state of 
such a servant with his reception among men. A real 
ChristiaH, and much more a Christian Minister, is a 
character utterly unknown in the world. . He reminds 
us of that- Scripture, * He, that is spiritual-, judgeth (or 
discerneth*) all things, yet he him^lf is judged {or dis- 
cerned) of no man :' that is, he knows /Aem, but they 
do not know him. 

It is, therefore, no matter of surprise, with the real 
servant of God, if he 'be scouted as a fanatic, by the 
profane ; if he be scorned, by the proud ; if his char- 
acter be misunderstood by the ignorant ; or if his doc- 
trine be wilfully misrepresented, by the inalicious. AH 
this be is taught to expect ; and all this, and much 
more than this, he is willing patiently to bear. For,' 
as that * faithful witness in heaven,' the moon, appears 
steadily to pursue its course among opposing clouds, 
cheering the pilgrim through the horrors of the night, 
while owls hoot and dogs bark at its splendour ; so the 

* aycLKfivct, diteemeth. 
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faithful witness on earth above mentioned, while he il- 
luminates his particular station,— hailed by the children 
of light, but neglected, if not hated, by others,— will 
recollect how his Master was received, and that he tes- 
tified, ' This is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men, love darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds are evil.' 

Consider such. a Minister coming to bring men from 
their state of apostacy back to God. If we regard the 
standard o( truth on this point, and see the end of men, 
we shall learn, that ' many of them that sleep in the 
dust shall awake, some to evedasting life, and some to 
shame^ and everlasting contempt.' But, where are their 
instructors? and what is said of them.? Jt is added, 
? and they, that be wise, (or instructors, as the word 
sighifies,) shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment ; and they, that turn many td righteousness, as 
tlie. stars for ever and ever,' 

One cannot help viewing with grief the reception 
which such an Instructor meets with, when placed in 
the centre of a great city. In such a station he may 
present (as your late Instructor did) the inestimabie 
treasure of tlie Gospel, not only on, the Sundays, but in 
the course of the week. What then did you see? 
The Merchant rushes to the Exchange, heedless of 
his privilege : some friend points to tfaie church as he 
•passes, bat he replies, *^ I have no time now : * I pray 
thee baye me excused,' " The Banker, engrossed with 
the 'gold that perisheth,' forgets that 'gold'tried in the 
fire' which would make him really rich ; and he also 
.'prays to be excused,' Thei Stock-broker hastens to 
his one object, and inquires of the first man he meets, 
"How are things now?" Would to God he knew! 
Would to God he had asked your late Minister as to 
|.he real state of things ! things that infinitely more be- 
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long to his peace, than those which h^ seeks. The 
lady drives hastily by the church to purchase a toy, to- 
tally unmindful of that ^ pearl of great price' ndw offered 
to her without money. In the mean time we are deaf- 
ened with the clamour. Commerce, with its ten thou- 
sand voices, seems to cry aloud, '^ Money is the one 
thing needful.^ Crowds passing to the Temple of 
Mammon^ wee ready to trample you under foot, as you 
ei^deavour to approach the Temple of God. 

Besotted men ! To pursue business is your duty ; 
but to pursue that only, b your crime. What ! has 
Wisdom so long cried aloud among you for this ? Has 
she uttered her voice ^in the chief place of concourse, 
that scorners should still delight in their scorning, and 
fools hate knowledge? What shall it profit you V cries 
her preacher, *if ye gain the whole world, and at 
length lose your own souls? or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul V Some, with a death-Uke 
apathy, pass the church, and say, ^He seems a good 
man :' others say, * Nay, but he deceiveth the people : 
when will he- die and his name perish ?' We reply, 
Never. For at length the Judge himself rises up, 
and pronounces, * Blessed is that servant — yea, blessed 
are those servants, whom the Lord when he cometh 
shall find watching !' 

' The righteous perisheth, and no mah layeth it to 
he^rt; and i][ierciful men are taken away, none consid- 
ering that the righteous is taken away from the evil 
to come.' He shall enter into peace. The 
change of your late Minister is but a change of prefer-: 
ment : it is but the call of his Master to ' come up 
higher' — to take his harp, his palm,, his crown, and bid, 
an eternal farewell to all his cares and sorrows. 
Ble^ed are those servants : ^ for God shall wipe all tears 
from their eyes ; ajid there shall be no more death, nei- 
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ther sorrow nor cryiog, neither shall there be any more 
pain, for the former things are passed away.' 

Having attempted to drop a few general hints on tbe 
CHARACTER and COMMENDATION of R faithful Minis- 
ter, and having shown their application to your late 
Pastor, permit me to address a word,^ 

I. To HIS STATED CONGREGATION). 

Your vigilant and prepared Servant is now called off 
his post ; your faithful and wise Steward is gone to de- 
liver his account He doubtless will do it with joy, 
having made it the grand object of his life. But let us 
consider, my dear hearers, the account which we also 
have to give. If special benefits involve special (^liga- 
tions, where are the people that have enjoyed your priv- 
ileges? Some of you are his spiritual children, born 
and brought up in this House of Prayer. Many of you 
have been * nourished up in the words of faith and of 
good doctrine,' as by a nourishing-father. Others have 
been warned to * flee from the wrath to come,' as by a 
faithful monitor ; and others cautioned by a guide who 
seemed in his experience to have explored the very 
'depths of -Satan.' The.sifBicted have been comforted : 
the doubtful have been relieved : and ministers (among 
whoit) I stand as a witness) have been enlarged and 
confirmed, as by a father^ in Christ. 

Let us admire and adore the grace, wJiich ' plucked 
such a brand from the buniingr,' and . nrarvellously 
formed him afterwards to be that ^vessel of honour* 
which he became. Let us recollect to whom we are 
indebted for such a Steward ; who, Avith wisdom and 
faithfulness, apportioned our meat in due season. Andj 
if the remark of one of our divines be just, that " a 
faithful minister being taken aw&y before the age of 
threescore is taiken in judgment," let us stand encour- 
aged, that the departed lived far beyond the age of man 
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before he was- removed; and let hs earnestly pray to 
tb^ Lord of the Harvest, that this Church, which had 
been favoured with emitient Pastors long before the 
coming of 'your late minister, may enjoy a continuance 
of tbem till time shall be. no more. 

Biit infallible authority lays a ground for thje comfort 
of every mourner in Zion when it enjoins, ' Remember 
theni which have the rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the word of God : whose faith follow, consid- 
ering the end of their conversation,'* or as ^he word is, 
the blessed d&parture which they made ; and more es* 
peciaUy considering that 'Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.' He ever livea ! 
He, tb6 great 'Shepherd and Bishop of Souls,' will" 
still provide lor his flock \ that ' where he iei, they may 
be also.' 

Mr. Newton gradually sunk as the setting sun, shed- 
ding to the last those declining rays, which gilded and 
gladdened the dark valley. Iji the latter conversations 
which I had with him, he e^i^pressed an unshaken feith 
in the eternal realities ; and, when he could scarcely 
utter words, he remained a firm witness to tfie truths 
which be had preached. In so very gradual a^decl^en- 
sion, interesting piirticulars can scarcely be expected: 
should any be gathered, they will appear in the Me- 
oioira of his Life, whi6h J have collected under hia di- 
rection ; and which will further tend to prove the force 
of truth, the blessedness of its service, and the great- 
ness of its present as well as future reward. 

My honoured Brethren in the Ministry — ^ Servants, 
Stewards, Watchmen !' how much have we to learn on 
this occasion ! What need to cry, ' My Father, my 

• The word tK0a9ts, here rendered, the end of their eonvereatwn, m 
used bat once more in tHe New Teetam^nt, 1 Cor. iu. 10, where it is 
justly rendered^ioafM. 
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Father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen there- 
of ! Let a double portion of thy spirit rest upon us P 
For our hour is also hastening : our accodnt is soon to 
be given in : our Master is coming: our character will 
be proclaimed : our state will be fixed ! Think od 
these momentous things. Think of your Lord's words, 
' Be ye ready also : For the Son of Man coiiketh at an 
hour when ye think not.' 

IL To his Parishioners, also, I would address the 
feelings of my heart 

I speak more especially to such as have not duly ap- 
preciated the ministry of their late worthy Pastor. 
The worn-out body of him who long entreated you to 
be mindful of the day of your visitation, now is a mass 
of inanimate clay under that Communion-Table — his 
lamp broken — his tongue silent — 

" Diutnn'd, disabled, like a wretch that's gagg'd. 
And cannot tell his ills to pasfeen by," 

while he borrows my tongue to address you on the Qpca- 
sion. 

And what can I say to you that he has not said a 
thousand times ) I can only say. Lay the day. of your 
visitation to heart, for God has spoken to you again and 
again by the mouth of his Servant. If he were to re- 
turn from the dead, he could only repeat the same mes- 
sage ; and then sigh and s^y with one of old, ' Oh that 
they were wise ! that they understood this ! that they 
could consider their latter end 1' ^ / 

. Some of his^ parishioners have, I hope, felt the (ruth of 
his character ; and are now convinced that he was that 
very man who kept his eye on his sacred rule, inqui- 
ring what sort of man the Minister of a parish ought 
to be^ Since his death, perhaps you have been ready 
to say, < Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
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my last end be like bis :.' for the true minister is seldom 
fully known till he is gone. But let us allow some- 
thing to imagination—^Let us suppose your late Minis-' 
ler to rise ] ike Sahtuel from <he dead. Suppose him 
to learn that some oi you, his Parishioners, had be^un 
to recollect yourselves ; had resolved to pray, to turn to 
God, t^ embrace his Son, and to obey the Gospel ; — nay, 
that some of you were supposing that you even do 
serve God, because you begin to pay a formal attention 
to the externals of religion, and admit the general truths 
which he preached. , ^ 

I ask, would he not say to such, like Samuel on 
another ocCasidn,^ " Ye serve God ! ' What meaneth 
then this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and this 
lowing of the oxen that I hear ?' What meaneth this 
frequent breaking pf the Sabbath, by business or pleas- 
ure ? What meaneth this chosen friendship with the 
enemies of truth ? — ^tbis idolatry of the world ? — this 
strangeness to the active servants of your Lord's house ? 
— thi» slighting of his children ?— this neglect of his 
only begotten Son ? Ye serve God! How is it pos- 
sible to serve God through such days of vanity and 
nights of carnal amusement? . Can this be the service 
of that God, who loathes a mere. lip service? — who 
'erics, *My son, give me thy heart? — Oh. that thou, 
even thou at least in this thy day,' knewest the things 
' that, belong to thy peace !' " . 

But, I should apologize for the bare supposition of 
such a return from the grave; for ^ there the weary are 
at rest :' as it is said in the Book of Wisdom, " The 
souls of the righteous are in the hand of God. — In the 
sight of the unwise they seemed to die, but they are in 
peace. — Then shall the righteous stand in great bold- 
ness before the face of such as have afflicted him, and 
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made no account of his labours. Wben ' they see it, 
they shall be troubled with terrible fear ; and shall be 
amazed at the strangeness of his salvation ; so far be- 
yond all that they looked for } and iu angmish of spirit 
shall say, This was he whom he had sometimes in 'de- 
rision, and a proverb of reproach. "We'fool^ accounted 
his life madness, and his end to be without honour ; 
how is he numbered among the children of God, and 
his lot is among the saints." 

Such a recall, therefore, of your late Minister to fu- 
ture labour on earth, is purely imaginary, — Biit, away 
with the .phantoms of imagination, while certain reali- 
ties demand our attendon ! I am bound to denounce 
a truth firmer than heaven or earth r I am bound to as- 
sert, that your late Minister shall return from the dust : 
not as a preacher, but as a tcitness ; not as a warning 
Toice, but as an unquestionable evidence. For ' the 
day cometh that shall burn' as an oven, when all the 
proud and all that do wickedly shall be as stubble' — 
When these massy pillars shall give way ! — When ibis 
temple shall be crushed in dust I — ^When these tombs 
shall be opened !— When these dead shall awake ! 
' Marvel not at this, for th6 hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves^ shall hear the voice of 
the Bon of God, and come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life ; and they that have 
done evil unto the resurrection of damhation.^ 

Then will your late faithful Minister present his tes- 
timony to his Lord and Judge, respecting the impeni- 
tent of his charge. He i»Fill declare, " Near thirty years 
I stood on my appointed watch in the parish of St 
Mary Woolnoth. I knew no rule, but thy word j and 
declared the message which thou >ga vest me. < I heark- 
ened and heard, but they spake not aright : no man re- 
pented of his wickedness, saying, What have 1 done ! 



Digitized 



by Google 



FUNERAL OF REV/j. NEWTON. 269 

Every one ta^ed to his course, as the horse rusheth into 
the battle.' I called unto them from ray pulpit : I sent 
warnings and invitations to their hatises : I exhorted 
them as a friend : I cried as dLwatchman : I entreated 
them as a father, Turn ye, turn ye, for why wi\l ye 
die a — O my God, thou that searchest the heart and 
triest the reins, Thou knowest this !"— r-May his parish 
also know it before they also follow him to the silent 
grave 

My dear fellow-<5itizens and fellow-sinners, standing 
on the brink of an awful precipice ! you must know, 
that to-morrow your cares, your sorrows, and your joys 
will be recollected but as a dream ; and that the grand 
objects long pi'esented to you from this pulpit will be 
then your only anxious concern. Remember, that the 
admonition before us respects not Ministers only. -The 
conscience of ev^ry man beibre me is also addressed. 
The haf^ness or misery of every man is at stake. 
May God, of his infinite mercy, fix these considefations 
with a lasting impression out our hearts, fer. Jesus* 
Christ's sake! To whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoety be all honour and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. ^ ~ 

' \ 23* 
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And when he lingered, the men laid bold upon hie hand, and upon the 
hand of hie wife, and upon the 'hand of hie two daughters, the Lord 
being merciful unto him, and they brought him forth, and set bun 
without the city. — Gknbsib, xiz. 16. 

It has been often asked, ^' Whence came evil ?" Wise 
men, however, will see, after the fruitless p^ins that 
have been taken to solve the difficulty, that He, who 
alone could solve it, has not' thought proper to gratify 
curiosity in this respect. On such subjects He giveth 
no account of his matters. Wise liien, therefore, will 
rather attend to that which He has made plain, and 
declared to be important, than attempt to rend a veil 
which He has purposely drawn over his holy retire- 
ments. 

A matter of fact plainly appears :-^Sin has entered 
in the world, and misery follows sin. From revelation 
we learn the nature and extent of this evil, or its reigfi 
unto death. Our grand inquiry, therefore, now should 
be, not, " Whence came evil ?" but, " What is the reme- 
dy for that evil, which is already come ?" 

Wise men will regard the entrance of evil, as a man 
views a fire already begun in bis house : it is too late 
now to ask, " How came this?" or, " Where did the fire 
begin ?" His dingle question will be, how he, and his 
faiinily and property, can be secured ? 

But, amidst the devastation which sin is spreading in 
the world, there is one effect of it to which this Scripture 
i^houhl particularly direct your attention, especially as it 
is not commonly noticed araonj^ men : I mean, its in- 
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fatuating*, blinding, and hardening effect. Most roeti 
mark sin in the drunkard, ^lie debauchee, the injuiious, 
or the profane ; bdt who detects its slower, but not. less 
fatal poison, in carnal sccarity— that deadly opiate, by 
which, not only the sordid and sottish, but the sensible 
and scientific also, sleep the sleep of death ? Yea, by 
whicii the Christian himself is strangely detained and 
coufounded; and that, as we shall presently see, while 
he has a direct view of the most affecting prospects and 
consequences. , ' 

In this passage of Scripture, (which our Church has 
appointed as the Lesson for the day, in that season of 
the year when she calls her members to particular rec* 
ollection and repentance) we are informed, that, after 
Abraham had interceded for Sodom, and liOt had ad- 
monished it both by his teaching and example, but in 
vain, two angels of God appeared, comn^issioned to de- 
stroy it. They beheld the outrageous abotninations of 
the place, and found the measure of its iniquities now 
full.. They said, therefore, to I-iOt — * Hast thou any 
here besides 1 Son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daugh- 
ters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them 
out of this place. For we will destroy this place ; be- 
cause the cry of them is waxen great before the face of 
the Lord, and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it.' 

He did so; * Lot went out, and spake unto his sons* 
in-laWy and said, Up, get ye out of this place /' But 
mark the infatuating effect of sin ! they treated him as 
a dotard, or visionary* He urged danger, with every 
proof of its reality : he entreated them, no doubt, with 
the- most lively emotions of terror and distress in his 
countenance; but He seemed, says the sacred histo- 
rian, as one that mocked unto his sons-in-law.^ 

Is this a singular case 1 Par from if. Let any one 
of us make the experiment : alas, we have often mado 
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it ! Let a man Upeak feeliBgly of the evil of sin, of the 
necessity of repentance, of fleeiog from the wrath to 
come to the only hope set before us ; let him choose 
bis company for this purpose, not from' the dissipated, 
but from the decent, the sensible, the formally religious : 
let him watch his opportunity : let him select his ex- 
pressions : still what, I say, does experience allow us to 
expect from such an attempt, but a fresh proof of that 
infatuation recorded in the history before us 1 They 
arc, at first, alarmed — they conjecture — they are hurt — 
and, at length, they smile! The serious Christian 
'seems as one that mocks.' 

From such persons, we naturally turn to thoee who 
know and acknowledge the importance of truth, and 
,the necessity of acting from its principles : yet what 
plausible reasons do even these, like Lot, urge ibr 
delay! 

From these general rema'rks, however, I shall direct 
your attention to one, in particular, which the text be- 
fore us will serve to illustrate. 

LiNGERTNO NATURE NEEDS TBE HAND OF SPECIAL 
GRACE TO RESCUE IT FROM IMPENDING RUIN. 

The case of Lot himself, more than even that of his 
sons, seems to illustrate this observation. He was not 
only warned from heaven, and urged to arise without 
delay ; but be knew that the fire was ready to fall^- 
that another minute might be fatal. The angels has- 
tened him, saying, ' Arise ! take thy wife, and thy two 
daughters which' are here, lest thou be consuhied in 
the iniquity of this city.' Still he lingers : — ' and, 
while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and 
upon the hand of his wife; and upon the hand of 
bis two daughters^ the Lord being merciful unto him, 
and they brought bim forth,, and set him without the 
cjty.' 
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He lingered— as if he had said, <^Aj little longer 
-—yet a., little longer — to prepare for such a iight 
Something, which I should take, will be left behind : 
something which I might yet settle, will be left in con- 
ftision. I am in confusion rayself I f^int at the on* 
dertakiog. Consider, what a violence I sustain, in 
leaving part oi my fomily, and leavmg them in suqh a 
stated . A little longer, if it be only to, make one more 
'attempt to awaken their minds. Who can tell^ but 
they will bear, and ^cape with me ! At least let me 
say, once more, Farewell, for ever !" 

'But, while, he lingered, the men laid hold on his 
tiand,' and brdiught" bim and his fomily abroad, * say- 
ing, Escape for thy life ! Look not behind thee ! nei- 
ther stay thou in all the plain ! Escape to die moun- 
tain, lest thou be consumed i' 

This is, indeed, my dear hearers, a striking illustra- 
tion of our remark : but, as I before hioted, is it an un- 
common one? Verily we arebiH contemplating hu- 
man nature : we are looking but at man ! at ourselves i 
God is continually^ )t)u^ng us by his Word, by his Prov- 
idence, and by his Spirit, to awake, to arise, and to es- 
cape for our lives ; and we are ever finding some ejcciise 
pr other for lingering. 

Jesu3 said to a certain man, ' Follow me :' but 'he 
said, Lord, suffer-me first to go and bury my Father.' 
The pretence for Jihgering is often very plausible, 
when the princi^e is bad. Jesus, the judge of motives, 
said unto him, ' Let the dead bury their dead : but go 
thou and preach the kingdoni of God.' 

Another said, * Lord, I will follow thee ; but let me 
first go and bid them farewell, which are at home at 
my house.' Could any, but the Reader of Hearts, have 
called tbia m?in a lingerer ? Yet ' Jesus said unto him. 
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No man, haviDg put his hand to the plough, and look- 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God.' 

Thus God calls to lingering nature ; and, lingering 
nature constantly replies, with Lot, " * Oh not so, my 
Lord !' Dot so soon — not so fast — not so far. I 
cannot yet escape to the mountain: it is so distant: it 
is 80 high. There is a little resting place at hand : < b 
it not a little one?' May I not rest there, ^and my 
soul yet live?'" 

Lingering nature will trifle with the favours, as well 
as with the terrors of the Lord. 

But why do I dwell so much on the case of Lot, or 
talk of human nature in general as a loiterer ? Let us 
descend into our own. bosoms, and examine thei fact at 
home. 

The consciences of most of us who are here before 
God this day, bear testimony to the truths which we 
hear in this place. We have confessed that <' we have 
erred and strayed like lost sheep" — that " we have fol- 
bwed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts" — and that " there is no health in usr." We also 
know that nothing is more plainly declared in the 
Scripture which we profess to believe, than that, with- 
out ' repentance toward God, and faith in out Lord 
Jesus Christ,- such sinners must perish eternally. We 
feel that the world is our grand snare, and that oiir time 
in it is short ! how short we cannot tell \ We know 
that there is no repentance in the grave ; and that we 
cannot escape if we neglect so great salvation. We 
have, pechaps, noticed the blessed eflects of this salva- 
tion, in the lives and deaths of some of our friends ; 
and in the misery and ruin into which unbelief has 
plunged others. ^ Let me die the death of the right- 
eous !' nuiy have been our cry : Let me ^ so run as to 
obtain.' Tes, indeed, many among us have felt these 
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convictions r but who ^mohg as really lives the life of 
the righteous? Who actually runs the race set before 
him ? Are there not many here present tcMJay, who^ 
with such convictions, have not even yet set out ? 

Say ! am I speaking truth or not ? Though God has 
long invited us^ has not one bought a piece of ground, 
and must needs go and see jt, and therefore prays to be 
excused ? Have not others b jlight oxen, and must go 
to prove them 1 Has not a third married a wife, and 
therefore cannot come ? Why not ? a family-man, of 
all others, stands most in need of the helps and comforts 
of religion : he, therefore, ^specially should come ; and 
bring his wife with him. No! the lingerer cannot 
come : he cannot bear to have his new pleasures iii- 
terrupted: he cannot disturb the feelings of a fom- 
ilyj or of a new connection; If they will stay in the 
.city, he must stay there too ; if they will stop in the 
plain, he can go no further ; at least, for the present, he 
cannot come. 

Thus men live ; intending, at one time or other, to 
be wise. And thus, too often, they *die without wis- 
dom.' We set a time : the day comes ; but new hin- 
drances also come with it, and we cannot go forth. 
Conscience meets a fresh alarm : but now, perhaps, we 
are depressed r our spirits are in no state for exertion : 
we are drowsy with labour ; we are unhinged by vex- 
ation : we are embarrassed by a connection ; or we are 
in doubt about the way, and cannot go on till the doubt 
13 removed : somebody offers to remove it, but we beg 
to have it discussed at a more conv^ient season. What 
is all this? Alas ! it is lingering nature, which, if the 
hand of special grace does not seize, will perish in 
sight of the most awful prospects, and drivel on to de- 
struction, buoyed up with vain purposes never to be per^ 
formed. , ' 
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This, my dear hearers, is some Account of lingeriiig 
circuai8tance8 like ours ; but it is not the whole account.. 
I should be unfaithful to you, as your Minister, if I de< 
scribed it only as Folly or Infirmity. It is much more : 
it is * the deceitfulness of Sin : it is the Power of Unbe- 
lief ; it is a Device of Satan: it is Sottish Idolatry: it 
is Ruinous Presumption, which, in sight of such pros^ 
pects as ours, still lingers, and objects *to the means of 
an immediate escape, crying with Lot, ' Oh, not so, my 
Lord!' 

Does this seem strange to any one? Does he ask 
what he has to do with the case of Lot? what firQ 
from heaven he need to fear? what warning he has 
neglected ? I would ask such an one in returI^, Did 
you ever read your Bible? Is it not filled with awful 
warnings, addressed to the conscience of every one? 
Does it not threaten the impenitent and unbelieving 
with an infinitely more terrible destruction than that 
which threatened Lot ? It was only his bodj/y that was 
in danger — a body soon to be consumed by worms : 
but you are warned to fear, lest ' both body and soul' be 
< cast into hell.' Lot was only in danger of having that 
family separated from him by an untimely death, which 
was soon to be separated by a natural one : but Grod 
hath warned you, that all ' those who know not God, 
and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the jpres- 
ence of the Lord ;' and, of course, shall be^bapished 
from the endearing society of their pious relatives, of 
their faithful ministers, and of all holy and benevo- 
lent spirits. 

Oh wretched men that we are, who shall deliver us 
from this lingering unto Death! Let us thank God, 
through Jesus Christ, that an arm of special grace is 
still stretched out to perform this : though with grief 
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we hiust stiU cry^ ' Who hath bdieved our 'report, and 
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed V 

But the tepoat must be made, and therefore we pror 
ceed to coQsider our dependence on the arm of. the 
Lord . 

The history of Lot's escape is but a picture of our de* 
liverance by the power of grace. The angels had not 
only warned him, 4»ut they now hasten his escape r 
and, while he lingers, they lay hold of bis hand,. (^ the 
Lord being merciful unto him ') and bring him without 
the city. And even now they urge him onward ; cry- 
ing in his ears, ^ Escape for. thy .life : look not behind 
thee : dtay not in the plaiii : escape to the mountain, 
lest thou be consumed.' 

Who does not observe here, divine grace extended 
like an arm from heaven, to pluck a. brand from the 
burning ? Who can avoid remarking, with St Peter, 
on this very fact, that 'the Lord knoweth bow to de* 
liver the godly out of temptation^ while he reserves the 
unjust to be punished V 

The gracious arm was much more than that warn* 
ing yoice, which others had heard, as well aa they who 
escaped. Metbinks I see Lot resting in his cave, and 
thus instructing his diEiughters, while ' the I^rd rained 
upon Sodom and Gtoniorrha brimstone and fire'— ^*VBe- 
hold, ray dear chfldren, * the smoke of the coimtry go 
up as the smoke of a furtaace.' Where nov are the 
mockers? I lingered, indeed, myself ; but Hhe Lord 
being irterciful unto me,' he has brought ug bither. 
Your' poor mother looked back, and remains an awful 
monument in the plain. Let us never ibrget that we 
also are monuments, but monuqienta of another kind, 
— monruments of grace. Let us often visit thje pillar of 
salt, to keep alive. ja holy fear in our heart ; l^t, after 
all, we perish by a worse destruction. :^ And, while we. 

24 
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caiipot help dropping oiir tean at the sad mefnorial, let 
U8 return to our cave admiring and adoring that arm 
of special grace, which rescued us, while lingering in 
right of impending ruin." 

This temporal deliverance of Lot, may stand as an 
emblem of every true Christian's spiritual deliverance. 
The WORD of God is that warning voice,* by which 
'many are called:' The Holt Spirit's influence is 
that mighty power, by which 'few are chosen.' 

Do you say " This is strange ?" I say it is a MiRit- 
cle! — ^a miracle which God continues to work, or 
Ministers would labour in vain. And, considering its 
important consequences, it is the most glorious of his 
miracles. It was for this influence that i^t. Faul asked,* 
when he prayed that the Ephesians might not only 
have ' the eyes of their understandings enlighten^, to 
know the hope of Christ's calling,' but that they ' might 
also know what is the exceeding greatness of his power 
to those who Believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power, which he wrought in Christ when h^ 
raised him from the dead.' He tells them, that it was 
hy this power, that they had been ' quickened when 
dead in trespasses and sins;' and which ha4 praised 
them dp, and made them sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ;' and that they rcunained as 'God's \(^ork- 
manship,' and stood as monuments that, Mn the ages 
to come, he might show the exceeding riches of his 
grace, in bis kindness toward them, through Christ 
Jesus.' 

Here is mystbry toot— The answer, which our 
Lord g^ve to Nicodemus, is sufiicient for us to give, 
when men put' questions like his : ' The wind bioweth 
where it listeth^ and thou hearast the soundT thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth : 
00 is every one that is born of the Spirit.^ 
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Here, also, is atanifold wisdom : adapting Tarious 
means to effect one grand design. 

Sinking nature la ready enough to maJce rows in 
trouUe, and duggish nature is apt to forget them after 
deliverance. Thus Jacoh had set up a pillar to the Ood 
who appeared for him at Bethel, and had vowed, that, 
when his present hopes were accbmpliebed, he would 
remember bis helper, on Ahat very spot 't^he God of 
Bethel w?is faithful to his promise, and did iar more fcnr 
Jacob than he had asked ; but Jacob forgot his vow, 
till he was roused long after with, 'Arise:. go up ta 
Bethel, and dwell there; and make there an altar unto 
God, that appeared unto thee^ when thou fleddeet from 
the face ofEsau thy brother.' 

Moses, eminent as he was^ was yet found among the 
lingerers, who need stimulating to duty. He was or-^ 
dered to go forth and speak in God's name : But Moses 
said, *0h, my Lord, I am not eloquent :' Divine Conde- 
scension at first reasoned with him :-^* Who hath made 
man's mouth? Now therefore go, and I wilt be with 
thy mouth, and teach thee wTiat. thou shalt say :' but 
Moses continuing still to object, Divine Wisdom then 
assumed a frown, and drove the, lingerer on his way. 
Soon after this even Moses loiters again .* h^ neglects 
the divine appointment of circumcising his son ; he had, 
doubtless, some plaudjble fomily reason for the delay':' 
but ' the Lord met him by the way in which he went,' 
as with a drawn sword, and forced the parent to a per- 
formance of his duty. " 

Thus, to this very hour, is a Manifold Wisdom em- 
ployed, in contriving means to drive or draw us on our 
way. Sometimes an alarming providence rouses the 
sleeper from his lethargy, as it did Jonah: sometimes 
a Still small voice, after the storm, invited us to come out 
aod meet the Lord, as it did Elijah : scmietimes a^frieod* 
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ly him of enooiuagainent carries nn forward, aa it did 
JaQoh, trembKng to enter Egypt, till he heard it' said, 
* Fear not to go down, for I will go with thee .•* and 
sometimes the deadly snare into which one loitering, 
like David, is apt to fell, is made. at once his scourge, 
his warnings and his cure^ 

Thus wisdom crieth aloud, in a rariety of ways : and 
sendeth by a variety of messengers ; each as an angel 
charged to exhort Wj " ' Up i-r-get ye out of this place 'J 
this k not your rest." Sicknessy Josses, fears, disappoint- 
ments, deaths, — what are these, but angeb' hands ta- 
king hold ot the lingerer ('the Lord being nverQifuP 
while he seems severe), bringing him forth, and crying, 
— < Escape for thy life : look not behind thee : neither 
Qtay thou in all the plain : escape to the mountain lest 
thou be consumed.' ^ ^ 

Hnmbly as your Ministers ought, to think of their 8|t- 
tednments, they are bound to magnify th^ qfflce : an 
office similar to that of the angela in. the text, 'know- 
ing the terror? of the Lord, we persuade n^en,' In or- 
der to be faithful, they must try by all means to rouse 
the lingei^r. Their patience, indeed, will bear with his 
peevishness : their love will accommodate, so far as it 
dares, to bis prejudices: they will pity* bis worklly> at- 
tachments, wait foi; bis deliverance, and pray for his 
success. But in the mean time, they dare not cease to 
cry in the ears of the lingerer, ' Up, get ye out of this 
place.' Sometimes the message does little mor^ than 
disturb men : they try to free their hand from tbe hand 
of him who would lead them from ruin ; they promise 
to hear at a more convenient season ; they demand 
time for moving.: ' A little more sleep, a little more 
slumber, a little moie folding of the hands to sleep.' 

. Hence we may account for many objeQtbn^ that are 
made to our labours. The 9erQion is tqo }eng, qc tpo 
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loiid, or too harsli, or too personal : th^ language' i» 
coarse, and the applicatioa legal. In some cases, the 
charge may be just ; but, more often, the truth is too 
plain and too pointed for such as would be at rest in 
their sins. Faithful addresses sefdom please loiterers. 

But, if the messenger be really in earnest to save him- 
self and them that hear him, he will not cease to cry, 
' Arise ! take thy wife and thy children, lest thou be 
consumed in the iniquity of this city.' He wiU not for-^ 
get, at the same time, that his sole dependaoce for suc- 
cess in rescuing a single hearer, must be in Ae presence 
of a divine power. . Without such aid, there is not one 
among those,^ who now 
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High in Salvation, and the elimes of bUn '*-— 

1>nt would have lingered unto destruction in the city, 
ec stood a pillar of salt on the plain. 
. Still k remains a melancholy matter of feet, that one 
class of our hearers continue to treat these truths as a 
fable. Another class are alarmed, and set out, but af- 
terwards look back, and perish. A third class are fully 
resolved to proceed ; yet sadly linger on the ^ay. I 
shall, therefore, conclude this Discourse with a word to 
each of these classes of hearers. 

1. Let me ask those- who treat these truths 
A8 A FABLE, Do we appear mockcrs, because we at- 
tempt to rouse you from your fatal security, and charge 
you, on the authority of God's word, to escape for your 
lives ?r— Why is it 7 — ask your own hearts — ^why is it 
that these words seem to you now, as they once did to 
the sons qf Lot, ^ Like the words of one that mocketh f' 
Is it, because, instead of Ending two or three witnesses, 
as he did to them, God bath sent a 'cloud of witnesses' 
to you? — ^Is it, because he hath set his seal to their tes- 
timony, while he writes foUy and confusion upon -all 
24» • 
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olber attempta to enlighten and reform the world ?-^T8 
it, that be hath fulfilled a loog chain of prophecy ; and 
added thereto his wonders, signs, and mighty deeds ? 
— Is it, that, in these last day^, ' he hath spoken to us 
by his Son,' and striven with our consciences by his 
Spirit ? 

No! these are not your reasons — these are not the 
mar^s of ' a cunningly devised fable.' Men tremble 
when they seriously attend to the evidences of our faith. 
Some of us can speak from experience, who once^at 
with you * in the chair of the scorner.' We can well 
remember, that, while company was present and vanity 
afloat, we could sport with the warning, and treat the 
messenger as a mocker; and, as well do we recollect 
with what difficulty the remonstrances of conscience 
were suppressed. Truth would force itis way into our 
retirements, and bring a thandering charge into the 
conscience of the trembling liar, of ' Know thou, tha^ 
for all these things, God wiU bring thee into judg- 
ment.' 

You are young, perhaps ; and some profligate writer 
or companion has injured your minds. Every age haa 
been infested with such men ; but it is the reproach of 
the present age that it swarms with them. Like the 
frogs of Pharaoh, they ' cover the land and smite all 
the border^ of it :' they corrupt the streams of liiera«. 
ture and conversation i and cause the land to stink af- 
ter they are dead. 

The very character of these persons will help you 
to detect their design. * Do men gather grapes ,of 
thorns?' Their spirit and conversation^ their obsti- 
nacy and malignity, mark the class to which- they be- 
long. 

Ask yourself, how you would eitpect that such men 
should treat that holy and humbling record, the Bible ■ 
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>--that light in the night; which disturbs these rdbhers 
— that witness, which convicts them-^that law, which 
coodemns them, iand calls for their exectition — How 
would you expect such men as these to treat the 
Scripture? 1 

Suppose, for a moment, that you yourself became a 
truly religious man, what would the men of whom I 
have been speaking say of you 1 How would they 
treat your wise and pious resolutions? What construc- 
tion woUld they put upon your hopes, your evidences, 
or your motives ? You know, you must know, that 
what they dislike in the Bible they would dislike in you. 
They would begin to misrepresent, revile, and sneer: 
they would treat yqu as a fool, or a hypocrite. But 
would this form any solid objection to your real charac- 
ter ? Could it be called argument? Could it -be com- 
mon sense ? What then is the opposition which they 
make to the Scriptures ? ~ 

To close this digression — if the unbeliever has genius, 
he will add brilliancy to his scorning : if he be a scholar, 
he will conjure up by metaphysics or criticism a lying 
spirit to deceive such as, like Ahab, wish to be de^ 
ceived. And, if neither genins nor learning assist, he 
can at least new shape old objections, though these very 
objections have repeatedly received a satisfactory reply. 

Well would it be, indeed, for those who are caught 
by such works, if they would reflect, that God also is 
executing his work ; that ' the deceiver and the deceiv- 
ed are his ;' and that the most awful judgment which 
he can inflict here, on such as * receive not the love of ' 
the truth,* is to < send them strong delusions, that they 
should believe a lie.' . 

Still we seem * as those that mock !* But bear with 
me, Brethren, while I point out to yoti the real mocker. 
It is not the Minister, who watches for your souls, and 
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would rouse you to action ; biA it is one, who, ^ like a 
strong roan armed,' would < keep bis house and goods 
in peace.' £i^ is the mocker, who is still found repeat* 
ing his ancient falsehood, * Ye shall not surely die.' 
Butj ' be not deceived ; God is nof to be .' mocked ; for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. He 
diat soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corrup- 
tion ; but he, that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit 
reap life everlasting.' 

Up, therefore, get ye out of this state. It is Gk)d who 
calls you now, as He once did the sons of Lot. Had 
they attended to his warning, they would have been 
brought out by the same hand, which rescued their 
lather. But they scorned the warning ; and were there- 
fore left without excuse.. Such is your case. God hath 
sent you a message this morning: he h(Lth promised 
his gracious assistance, if you ask it; and there- 
fore leaves you without excuse if you neglect it; 
and ' how shall we escape, if we neglect so great sal- 
vation !' V 

2. One only perished on the plain before Sodom: but 
I fear the number of those is not small, whose cases re- 
semble hers. Such, then, a.s are tempter to look 
BACK, I address as a second class of hearers. 

You, to whom I now speak, have, perhaps, not only 
long attended our ministry, but profess also to honour 
the Gospel which we preach. You are shocked to 
hear it diespised, and lament that it riiould be so oft^i 
misrepresented. *^ God forbid," say you, " that I should 
ever be found sitting with the scof ner ; that I shoqld be 
negligent in ordinances,. or erroneous in dpctrines. I 
have. seen the benefit of true religion in; others; and 
have felt something of it» power myself. . Its impor- 
tance cannot be Urged too strongly ; for * what would it 
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profit ft man, if he should gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul?' - , 

Your experience goeb, perhaps, still further than this. 
TTou could tell of your having joined prayers to your 
endeavours. You could speak of the conflicts which 
you have felt between sin and conscience ; — of the ef- 
forts which you have made to break with the wprld, 
and escape to the mountain'; that you actually set out ;, 
that you once outran others. 

But say, how is it now ? If you once ran well, has 
nothing hindered you? Are you not looking back to 
the city, whence you set out ? Has not some tempta- 
tion made real, vital, practical religion seem a task ? 
Has not the dove of this world left only the mere form 
of godliness, after it has eaten out the power of it? 

How many — I speak it with sorrow — how many 
have 1 noticed, who, while puffed .up with the change 
of OPINION, were yet careless about a change of Acar^ .' 
— eager to follow a new preacher ; but thoughtless of 
a new state of life ! — ready to dispute about free-will 
or free-grace ; but^leplorably unmindful that * the grace 
of God, which bringeth salvation, teacheth us to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly in this present world.' 

* But if, after men have escaped the pollutions of the 
world, through Xhe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, theyare again entangled and overcome, 
the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.' 
They have not only 'looked back,' but stand, as i£ 
were,.€ilready ' a pillar of salt' to thfe wise, and a stum- 
bling-block to the foolish'. May every one 6f you, my 
dear hearers, be delivered from so fatal an error ! ' Look 
not behind thee.' 

But, supposing that Vbu are not thus looking back 
to the eity^ do you stay in the plain 7 that is, do you 
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deem it •uflBcient that you have departed, in many re- 
•pects, from the habits and maxims of a Careless and 
corrupt world ? Do you rest in a decent, formal, tradi- 
tional rehgion, like that of the Pharisee ? satisfied with 
merely profiting above your equals — that you 
are regular in your devotions, consistent in your char- 
acter, admired by many, and charitable to all? Do 
you boast of a good heart ; though you have never yet 
been taught by the Spirit of Qod the guilt and deceitfulr 
ness of the heart, the spirituality of God's Law, the ne- 
cessity of repentance, and the only hope of escaping by 
fiuth in Christ Jesus ? Still worse, do you obstinately 
resolve to harbour no suspicion of being in danger ? do 
you stand proudly determining to reject all admonition, 
respecting your state, whether from your Friend or Min- 
ister ? Alas ! you stazid indeed ; but you stand still : 
you stand on the plain. Whatever you have left in 
the city, you have not escaped to the mountain; I 
mean to that rest, rock, and hiding-place, which God 
hath pointed out for safety to perishing sinners. For 
' he shall be for a sanctuary to' the believer ; though for 
a ' stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence' to others. 
God grant that he may never provcsuch to any of you ! 

If, however, the words of the servant make but a 
slight impression upon your hearts, Oh may the express 
words of the Master be duly regarded, when, with ref- 
erence to the danger of loiterers, he. says, Remember 
Lot's wife ! . • 

3. I conclude with addressing the; third class of per- 
sons, who ARE PULt.Y RESOLVED TO PROCEED, YET 

LINGER ON THE WAY. Who, indeed, among us all, 
lingers not ? However sincere in our profession, how- 
ever convinced in our judgments, however resolved in 
our determinations, however injured already by our de- 
l^Xi y^^ who among us lingers not ? 
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The preacher, I am sure, must plead guilty. The 
thought of standing up before such a congregation as 
this, is always accompanied with ccmsiderable i^eeight 
on my spirits : but yesterday it was such, as led me to 
say in my family, ^' I cannot make a sermon for to- 
morrow : I am too much depressed to attempt it Be- 
sides,! have been turning the Bible over and over for 
R subject, and cannot find one. I must take some 
printed discburse : at any rate, I can, make none : apd 
their candour will admit of an apology." 

Ah ! lingering, lazy minister 1- read a printed sermon ! 
make apologies for sloth ! find no subject ! What, no 
subject, when sinners are perishing around you : when 
faithful witnesses are so scarce, and false witnesses are 
labouring to root out all remembrance of truth from the 
earth ! No subject! when thy dying breath will soon 
be in thy nostrils, and the door of thy opportunity soon 
be shut for ever! 

Who doeis not join his confession to mine^ and ay 
* Oh wretched man !' 

Thus admonished by truth and goaded by conscience, 
we slowly make our way. Some of our hindrances are 
inevitable ; but too many are invitedy — are purchased^ 
— are even boasted of, till, at length, our breath foils, 
and some one tells a neighbour, " He is dead.^^ "^ Dead !" 
replies the other : " I did not hear that he was sick ! 
How did he die ?" " Why * carefiil about many things ;' 
lingering as to the main thing : he had scarcely time 
left to set his House in order ; God only knows how it 
was with his Heart." 

If, however, as Christians, we thus meditate upon our 
weakness and. danger, it is not that we may sink under 
discouragement, but that we may quicken our pace, and 
to bring forward and exaJt our remedy — it is that we 
may 'exhort one another while it is called tonday, lest 
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any be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin' — ^it is 
in order to our unittng in the cry, ' Awake, Awake, put 
on strength, O arm of the Lord !' With such views 
and means, we shall be able to say, with the Apostle, 
^ When I am weak, then am I strong.' 

Nor let us stumble, as we are too apt, at the Provi- 
dence which is often sent to fulfil a Promise. You, to 
whom I am speaking, certainly pray in Christ's name, 
that God would deliver you from this evil world — ^that 
be would not let you rest in sin — that he would bring 
jOM on your way to heaven ; and that he would choose 
the proper means. 

But, has he really heard thee ; and, in very faithful- 
ness, sent some messenger to deliver thee, but such an 
one as alarms thy fear ? Fear not, it is but an Angel's 
arm stretched out to conduct thee onward ; a voice cry- 
ing, ' Escape for thy life.' 

Recollect, that, whatever be the means, which Ood 
employs to break our Idolatrous attacbtoents, and bring 
us on the heavenly way, though others call it a loss or 
a disappointment, a disease or a death, let us call it an 
angeVs hand — let us call it the voice of Christ, saying, 
■* As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten ; be zealous, 
therefore, and repent.' 

*See, then, that ye refuse not him, that speaketh ;' nor 
draw back from him, that layeth hold on thy band, the 
'Lbrd being nierciful unto thee.' Rather, let us recol- 
lect, that though we linger, time lingers not — death 
lingers not— judgment lingers not I May every heart 
be lifted up to God this ihorning, that the arm of special 
grace may be stretched out to deliver us from a linger- 
ing spirit ! Let us depart praying ; and forming new 
resolutions to retire and seek that grace, which alone 
can seal the admonition of this day upon our hearts. 
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And she said, O my Lord, as thy soul livoib, my Lord, I am the wo- 
mairthat stood by thee' here praying nnto the Lord. For this child 
I prayed : and the Lord hath given me my pelition which I asked 
of hira.--l SAM.'i. 26, 27. 

True Religion, my dear hearers, is, while on eaith, a 
heavenly plant in an unfriendly clime. It has to strug^e 
with soil and season ; and often meets a malignant hlast 
that would foriDg^ immediate death to it, were it not for 
the care of the Husbandman. He watches and shields 
it; who will soon transplant it to a happier region, 
where it shall flourish for ever. 

This plant is distinguished from such as bear some 
resemblance to it, by the root, the culture, and the 
FRUIT. In other words, by comparing what God 
teacher his children, with what he works in their hearts 
and produces in their lives, we come to learn what real 
religion is, and what it is sworth* 

. In this view, the short memoirs recorded in the Bible, 
become inestimable demonstrations of its principles. In 
them we see true religion embodied', alive and in ac- 
tion : we observe how it feels and speaks ; how it first 
endures, and at length conquers : and we are thus en- 
abled to distijnguish it from those mere forms, farces and 
counterfeits, with which it is surrounded^ and which 
seek to gain credit under its sacred name. 

Should any one ask, " Where, after all, is the true 
religion?" we answer, it stands before us this day in 
the character of the woman, ' who being dead yet 
speaketh' in the First Lesson of this Morning's Servicei 

25 
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Her husband bad fallen into an error too common in 
those times : he had departed from the divine institu- 
tion which makes of ' twain one flesh;' and had met the 
consequences of bis sin in a distracted family. Han- 
nah had no children ; and was insulted by Penninab 
on that account, year by year, as she went up to the 
House of the Lord. Daily vexed and reproached by 
her adversary, she wept, and did not eat : her husband 
endeavoured to comfort her ; but this was one of those 
many cases, in which God teaches his children, that he 
is their only portion and refuge. 

She went up to worship with her husband ; but she 
had a secret transaction with her God : she had griefs 
to pour into his bosom, where even an affectionate part^ 
ner or faithful minister could not be admitted. Spiiit- 
ual religion is an affair between God and the soul, that 
is principally transacted where no eye sees. 

' She was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the 
Lord, and wept sore ;' and, as she continued praying 
before the Lord, Eli, the Priest, who sat near, marked 
the motion of her lips. He probably observed in her 
much agitation of spirit, but surely nothing that could 
excuse his rash judgment and groundless charge. Her 
meek reply, however, soon convinced him that^ she was 
indeed * a wortian of a sorrowful spirit, who was pour- 
ing out her soul before the Lord;' and he was influ- 
enced to say, ' Go in peace and the God of Israel grant 
thee* (or, as it should' be rendered, shall grant thee) 
>< thy petition that thou hast asked of him.' 

'The occasional mistakes and infirmities of ministers 
do not destroy their authority. She passed by the in- 
firmity of the Man, and believed the report of the Minis- 
ter. She said, * Let thy handmaid find grace in thy 
sight. So the woman went her way, and did eat, and 
her countenance was no more sad. And the Lord re- 
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membered Hannah, and she bare a 8on, and called his 
name Samuel, saying, because I have asked him of the 
Lord.' She afterwards went up with him to the house 
of the Lord in Shiloh, and brought the child to Eli, and, 
said, in the words of our text, * O my Lord, as thy soul 
liveth, my Lord, I am the wbman that stood by thee 
here praying unto the Lord. For this child I prayed, 
and the Lord hath given me that petition which I ask- 
ed of him.' She fulfilled her vow in returning the gift 
to him who gave it ; uttering a grateful and joyful ac- 
knowledgment on the occasion, in testimony, that, 
however she prized the gift, she rested only in the 
Giver. 

1 shall pass by other truths contained in this sub- 
ject, that I miay direct your attention to the fpUowing 
remark : — 

True religion is a divine life in the soul, 

WHICH ITS author FIRST TRIES, AND THEN 
HONOURS. ' • 

Trvie religion, I. say, is "the life of God in the soul 
of man." The Holy Scriptures continually employ 
images taken from the natural, to give us ideas of the 
spiritual and eternal world. We see a life in plants, 
and a life of a superior kind in animals : we see a life 
of a still higher order in rational creatures r but we are 
taught of God to s^ek a divine and spiritual life, to 
which the mere rational, though carried on to its high- 
est point of improvement, can never attain. Much as 
we' may admire celebrated geniuses of ancient or 
modem times, the Scriptures teach us, that while they 
continue in unbelief and destitute of the love of God, 
they are but splendid wretches, and dead while 
they live. 

What theft is that higher order of life, which may be 
called Divine ? 



d by Google 



292 8ERM0NB. 

I answer, it is a life of faith, by which a sianer, 
r*^..f.,,M;i!i«r nil other dependance, trusts alone in the full 
. I' |)ii)tnises of Ills God. 

H IS a life of HOPE, by which, as with an anchor, he 
is kept sure, steadfast, and expectant amidst the storms 
ot a di:?ordered world. 

]i is also a life of love, by which he is united to God 
as his portiod, to his word, to his ways, and to his chil- 
dren ; and by which he forgives and prays for his bit- 
terest enemies. It is the mind of Christ, yeia it is 
*d»rist in us the hope of glory,' and it is the foretaste 
of that glory itself. We may give laboured accounts, 
and employ the most striking images to convey ideas 
of this divine life, hut the Author of it assures us, that, 
' except a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.' To fully understand Christianity, we 
must be Christians. To know what a natural life is, 
we must be alive; and. rightly to conceive of spiritual 
life, we must possess it : and until men do possess it, 
they will go on mistaking, ^nd probably despising it. 
Learned and sensible when conversing on other topics, 
this lies out of their observation and experience, as to its 
nature, its author, or its subjects : ' therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not.' 

But, however these things may be misunderstood, 
and of course reviled, * Wisdom is justified of all her 
children.' 

One of these children of wisdom is presented this day 
to our observation. ^ " 

Hannah had long mourned under a grievance, which 
seems to have been peculiarly felt in those times. ^ 
* The heart knoweth its own bitterness ;' and we may 
recollect that some of the sharpest trials we ourselves 
have endured, could not be fully explained to others. 

But how^ does, she act under this? Does she, like 
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many^ who, if they are crossed, fall into munxmrings 
against Providence, quarrel with the affliction, cast the 
blame on every body but themselves, and nurse a peev- 
ishness and impatience that God himself caiinot please ? 
These are signs of spiritual death, but she had ' pstlssed 
fropa death unto life ^' shie had the Kfe of faith^ which 
seemed to say, 'Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
him.' She sees the hand of God in her affliction ; and 
she bows befidre it in the bitterness of her soul: she 
takes hold of it, yea she hangs ujpoa it, by the life of 
HOPE. She is chastened by a father ; but the life of 
LOVE in her flies to him as a fether, and pours her soul 
into his bosom. 

* Her adversary provoked her sore to make her fret.' 
That affliction is very heavy, which is not only within 
the house, but comes from a partner in it ; yea which, 
tearing away the only pillow of repose, follows ue into 
the Sanctuary itself. It is like that ingenious tormient, 
which is said to be the greatest evfer invented by man, 
of constantly preventing a wretch from sleep. Her ad- 
versary thus sorely provoked her : but do you read of 
her returning any provocation? 'Being reviled, she 
reviled not again :' when she ' suffered,' she ' threaten- 
ed not, but committed herself to him that judgetlji 
righteously.' Such as have 'put on Christ' by a 
divine life of faith, hope, and love, have ' put <^ the 
flesh, with its aflections and lusts.' 

We observe her thus ascending with her husband to 
worship. She was doubtless sensible of his piety, kind- 
ness, ^nd sympathy ^ but, like a spiritual worshipper, 
her main business was with God Himself. Nothing 
less than real and personal communion with God will 
satisfy tho$e ' who worship hiin in spirit and iii truth,' 
and who mark his hand in all their affairs. What- 
ever respect they pay to the temple, services, and minis- 

26* 
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ten of rdigioDi their grand affair is with the ' God of 
aU/ 

We foUow her into the temple, and behold her now 
fidling before him ' who dwelt between the Cherubinis.' 
The world is shut out ; and here, in the solemn, silent, 
and secret place of the Most High, she talks to him 
as one well known— nshe wrestles with him like Jacob — 
she seems to say, 'I will not let thee go except thou 
bless me.' In the House of God, at the very ' gate of 
heaven,' surely there is repose for the weary soul. 
Alas ! to stand on this side the gate of heaven, is not 
to be out of the reach of trouble. 

' Eli, the Priest, sat upon a seat by a post of the 
temple of the Lord,' and was to be a further trial of 
the reality of the heavenly life which animated her 
soul. 

Heavy, indeed, is the burden of that pilgrim whose 
guide is himself misled ; and who, from begligence or 
mistake, adds to the weight which he should, alleviate. 
Mere professors of religion will take occasion from de- 
fects in the ministry to revolt. They will hastily con- 
elude, that, because the Priest is wrong, God and his 
ways are not right. A stumbling block is thrown in 
their way, at which they fall and are broken, though 
God had long warned .them of it by his Prophet.* 

But it is one of the privileges t»f that divine life of 
which we are speaking, that it is prepared to meet 
errors, by an inward and satisfectory experience of the 
truth. Hannah's trust was in God, not in Eli : she saw 
him in an error, but knew her Best Friend could not err. 
Accused, and probably shocked at such a charge as 
that which Eli brought, she neither forgot God, her- 
self, or her minister ; but, with deiep humility and un- 
feigned reverence for his office, she puts forth the 
* It. zzviii. 13. 
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genuine fruits of that Spirit who had made her alive to 
God. 

Eli said, ' How long wilt dioU be drunken ! Put 
away ihj wine from thee. And Hannah answered and 
said, No, my Lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit : 
I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have 
poured out my soul before the Lord. Count not diy 
handniaid for a daughter of Belial, for out of th^ abun- 
dance of my complaint and grief have I spoken hither* 
to.' 

Grace so softens and sweetens the heart) that its 
genuine expressions under provocation often, rise to a 
sublimity and tenderness^ which make the language 
of poets and orators seem but vulgat and unmeaning 
artifice. It is not, howeter, my design to dwell on the 
beauty and pathos of her reply, but to exhibit ' those 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ to the 
glory and praise of God,^ and which demonstrate a 
heavenly life in the soul : those fruits, which, as our 
Church expresses it in her xiith Article, " Spring but 
necessarily of a true and lively faith, ihsomucb, that by 
.them a lively faith may be as evidently known as a 
tree discerned by the fruit.'' 

Happy, though afflicted woman! who Qould thus 
stand as a witness of the life of religion ; while the sons 
of Eli were bringing a scandal upon it by their avarice 
and debauchery at the very altar ; and while their 
pious father himself was negligent as a judge, and mis- 
taking as a minister ! Happy witness ! who could turn 
from professors and profone, from trials in the house 
and scandals In the Church, and commit herself to him 
that judgeth righteously, with, * Thou God seest me. 
— ^Fhou knowest my sorrows. — Thou knowest that I 
fove thee. — Put my tears in thy bottle. — Show me a 
token for good, that they that hate me may see it and 
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be ashamedi for thou Lord hast hdpen and comforted 
me.' 

My dear hearers, this is religion. This isj indeed, 
that life of God in the soul, which he will first prove 
and then own« He proves its reality, by bringing it to 
the test He improves, its power by exercise, and 
teaches aH his children to prepare for it < Think it 
not strange concerning the fiery trial that is to try you, 
as though soipe strange thing happened unto you.' It 
IS a part of a plan : it is a means to an end : it is a pro- 
cess that bespeaks present value and future advance- 
ment: — 'Ye are now in heaviness through manifold 
temptations, that the trial of your faith being much 
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, may be found unto praise, and honour, 
and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Chridt' 

This gold is tried by satan, who, as we learn firom 
the cases of Job and Peter, is aiming to destroy whajt 
God means only to purify. Satan will seek to place 
such men as Hophni and Phineas at the altar, if it be 
but to distress and drive away from it such- worshippers 
as Hannah. 

The WORLD, is a fiery trial to a faithful heart : either 
vexing it,- as it did Hannah's ; or dividing it, as it did 
Elkana's. 

The FL^SH, called ' the old man with his affections 
and lusts,' is for a time permitted to try the reality of 
< the new man, which after God is created in righteous- 
ness and true holiness.' No fire is found by the be- 
liever more severe than this ; leading him often to cry 
out, 'O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver 
me? 

The FAMILY is sometimes a fierce fire. Our family 
comprehends the greatest portion of our world : it isxto 
us the most interesting, and therefore is capable of be- 
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coming the most tryingi portion. The iamily is often 
our furnace : it has pains as necessarily secret as se- 
vere ; and where they can be tdd, they, are told in 
vain to any but God. Such was the &mily of Han- 
nah. 

But why do I stop at the family : we have just seen 
that the church itself is a fire, by which the foith and 
patience of its true members will be tried. It will try 
whether we, like Hannah, can honour the house and 
ordinances of God, while Hophni and Phineas are pro- 
faning it : whether we can acknowledge a true minis^ 
ter of God, and meekly bear with hi? infiirmities, 
though, like Eli, he mistakes our case, and chills the 
heart which he should cherish : whether we can receive 
the promises of God from his mouth; though it some- 
times speaks unadvisedly. The Church is a fire to try 
the Church. 

' Ignorance can see nothing but misery m such a pro- 
cess : and malice stands ready, like ' Penninah,' to in- 
sult and provoke the desolate. *G6d bath forsaken 
her : persecute and take her, for there is none to 
deliver.' 

. Biit, ' understand, ye bnitish among the people ; ahd, 
ye fools, when will ye be wi^e V Doth he not sit by 
bis gold as a>refiner, while ye stand by it misconceiv- 
ing or mocking? Doth he not sit by it to watch over 
the furnace, to regulate the beat, to determine the time 
of trial, and to bring his gold out' of it 'seven times 
purified?' 

A prpof of this is before your eyes in the text. This 
woman ' out of weakness was made strong.' She look- 
ed beyond her difficulties, and wrought through them : 
— ^^* perplexed, but not in despair: persecuted, but not 
forsaken ; cast down, but. not destroyed.' She tea(:hes 
us, as I said, what religion isj and what is its value. 
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We have thus seen true religion to be a divine life, 
and we have seen it tried. Let U8, in the next place, 
observe it owned and honoured of him who gave it ; 
'for, them that honour God, he will honour.' 

The servants of God, like Hannah, may have to pass 
through many trying dispensations to those 'good 
thingsAvhich God hath prepared for them that love him ;' 
but, though ' weeping may endure for a night, joy' will 
certainly come ' in the morning.' The night was past : 
the precious seed of faith, prayer, and patience had been 
sown weeping : and now the Lord removes the error 
from EU's mind, and puts comfortable words into his 
mouth. ' Eli said, Go in peace, and the God of Is- 
rael shall grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked 
of him.' 

The life of faith can take com&rt from a word, and 
rest a worfd upon a promise. God, who sent her a to- 
ken for good, enabled her to receive it, and to rest on it. 
' And she said, Let thy handmaid find grace in thy 
sight So the woman went her way, and did eat, and 
her countenance was no more sad.' Her affairs with- 
out the Sanctuary actually remained in the same state 
as before ; but a transaction had passed within it, which 
placed them in a new point of vie^. The favour- 
able aspect of God, gives a new aspect to every thing 
besides. 

The time fbr God to honour the faith which he had 
tried, was now fully come. Hannah had left the tem- 
ple, cheered and satisfied. ' And they rose early, and 
worshipped before the Lord, and returned and came to 
their house — and the Lord rem^mberedf Hannah — and 
she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, 
Because I asked him of the Lord.' 

The Lord liot only honours the work which he has 
proved, but he often does so ' beyond all that we can 
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ask or think.' Hannah- had asked for a man-child; 
but it was not in her contemplation to ask for a Sam- 
uel — that light of Israel— that Prophet mighty in word 
and deed before God-^that blessing and pattern to the 
world in every age. She returns, in due time, with this 
child ; and, in presenting him to Eli with a heart over- 
flowing at the recollection of the place, time and cir- 
cumstantes of her trial, she saySj '^ ' O my Lord, as 
thy soul liveth, my Lord, I am the woman that stood 
by thee here praying unto the Lord. For this child I 
prayed, and the Lord hath given me my petition,' and 
to him I dedicate the gift for ever." 

* They, that sow in tears, shall reap in joy ;' and 
the testimony of such witnesses is the soul of history. 
Let us mark the state of her mind by its grateful ac- 
knowledgments; ' . . 

She brdught the child to Eli, and said, ' O my Lord, 
I am the woman that istood by thee here praying.' 
** You recollect," as if she had said, " a poor broken- 
hearted creature — druok, indeed, with grief, though not 
with wine. You saw me here reduced to the one help 
and hope of the comfurtl^s. I am the *woman whom 
you sent away with a word of encouragement, and 
here is the answer to my prayer :-for this child I prayed ; 
and I am come this day to give hirti up to that God, 
who is 'all my salvation and all my desire.' For, 
thankful as I am for the child, yet ' my heart rejoiceth 
in the Lord : there Is none holy as the Lord ; neither ^ 
is there any Rock like our God.' I have been cruelly 
scorned and reproached, but ' talk no more so exceeding 
proudly : let not arrogancy come out of your mouth : 
for the Lord is a God of knowledge, by Hifn actions are^ 
weighed :' I stand a living witness to this truth. * The 
Lord killeth, and maketh alive : He maketh poor and 
maketh rich : He bringeth low and lifteth up.' Surely 
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I am a witness for God, thai ' He will keep the feet of 
his saints :' for, ' as for me my feet were almost gone, 
my steps had well nigh slipt :' but he led me with his 
hand, and quieted me in himself. The wicked may 
proudly boast, and the righteous for a time seem for- 
saken ; but God ' abideth faithful ] he cannot deny him- 
self.' Yet a ' little while, and the wicked shall be silent 
in darkness, for by strength shall no man prevail.' No: 
' the adversaries of the Lord shall be broken in pieces : 
out of heaven shall he thunder upon them. The Lord 
shall judge the ends of the earth.' He shall give 
'strength unto his King, and exalt the horn of his 
anointed' " (or Chri^.) 

Thus have We seen, my dear hearers, a divine life in 
the soul tried and honoured. 

But am I to presume that all before me this day are, 
like Hannah, < alive unto God through Jesus Christ,' 
and maintaining a communion with him in their sor- 
rows and in their joys ? Are not many of you, on the 
contrary, ' living without God in the world '/' Let con- 
science speak ; and let it be heard when it speaks. 
Does not conscience declare that you live like men in 
general, without repentance ? without faith in Christ ? 
without that heart-felt religion and that secret prayer, 
which mark the character of those who are * alive to 
God T Compare the sorrows and the joys of this woman 
with your own. How do you need reproaches? How 
do you answer, when unjustly accused? Whither do 
you go in trouble ? Is it to your Bible ? Is it to your 
Saviour? or is it to some broken cistern of human 
power or carnal pleasure ? Examine, 1 pray you : who 
are your chosen companions ? what are your oracles ? 
where are your expedients ?^ Are they like those of this 
woman ? Are they not the very reverse ? 

You may regularly attend the public worship of God : 
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you may contend warmly for revealed truth : you may 
protest against the conduct of the ignorant and profane, 
and may appear religious at certain seasons. Thus, 
perhaps, Penninak, the adversary of JETannoA, appear- 
ed. But beware of putting the mere picture of religion 
for the substance. If your friend is dead, you find it 
but a small comfort that you retain his picture. How 
wretched do you esteem the emigrant, who wanders 
over Europe with an assumed title, a star, or a plan of 
an estate ; but who possesses neither rank nor prop- 
erty ! 

* Examine,' therefore, * yourselves, whether ye be in 
the faith : prove, your ownselves : know ye not your 
ownselves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye 
be reprobates V 

God is witness, and your own souls are witnesses, 
that you, whom I am now particularly addressing, 
* have not the life of God within you.' 

Brethren, his word declares, that to be 'carnally 
minded is death:' that 'the carnal mind is enmity 
against God :' that ' they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God:' and that 'if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his.' And if none of his, 
whose are they ? 

Trouble is that dreay path, which every one, soon or 
late, must tread : but, to enter into it without a guide, 
to faint in it without a comforter, to meet death at the 
end without a prospect : — ^If any man, however gay or 
great, is reduced to this, 'I say that aji untimely birth 
is better than he.' 

What then must be the consequence of dying in 
such a state? What languagie must, at length, proceed 
from such lips ? Will not one say, " I am the man, 
who once stood praying before the Lord ; but the world 
kept possession of my heart : I talked of religion ; but 

26 
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had none. I see, too late, that religion is a divine life, 
which I once despised, and have now lost for ever !" 

Will not another reply, "I am the woman, who 
stood, not praying, but triffing before the Lord. I 
heard, indeed, the truth : I felt some convictions ; but 
I lost them among the giddy. I recollected them in 
death ; and now meet them in eternity, as ' the worm 
that dieth not?'" 

May the Holy Spirit awaken you from such a fatal 
delirium, before it be too late. It is not too late, as yet 
The ordinances of this day are the call of Christ to 
your hearts. He ceaseth not to complain, < Ye will not 
eome unto me, that ye might have hfe.' — 'Turn ye, for 
why will ye die?' Lift your hearts to him in reply, 
" * Lord, to whom shall we go, but unto thee ?' Give 
us the life which thou requirest ; and which, when tried, 
thou wilt bring forth as gold." 

I turn to you, who need not to be informed that true 
religion is a divine life. You feel it to be something 
very distinct from the flighty speculations of some men, 
or the graver forms of others. You know what it is to 
take your cares, like Hannah^ to one who careth for 
you. You have felt a sympathy with her, as we have 
passed on : for there is something common in the ex- 
ercises and experience of every living branch in the 
True Vine. 

I more particularly address those Younger Christians, 
who tell me that they faint in endeavouring to combat 
sensible evils with spiritual reflections : — that to bear, up 
9^ainst and work through their difliculties merely by 
iaith in a promise, is the greatest difficulty of all : and 
xeadily do we grant, that believing, which some think 
so very easy, is found by the real believer to be his 
hardest work. 
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But, first, CONSIDER THE NATURE O^ TOUR PRES- 
ENT DISPENSATION. • 

* We walk by faith, and not by sight.' Observe ' the 
footsteps of the flock.' How did Abraham, Jacob, Mo- 
ses, David, Hannah, and the rest of 'that cloud of wit- 
nesses' mentioned in Hebrews xi. make their way? 
Was it by faith, or sight? They advanced only^on the 
ground of divine assurances ; ' and they were persuaded 
of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims upon earth.' 

Do not, therefore, allow yourself even to wish for the 
by-path, which needs no fiiith, and presents no trials. 
Let it be enough for us, that we are passing through a 
dispensation to glory, through which our Master him- 
self once passed, and through which all his Disciples 
£dlow him. It is experiment : it is exercise : it is edu- 
cation : which, though at the time not 'joyous but 
grievous, yet worketh the peaceable fruits of righteous- 
ness to them that are exercised thereby.' 

When we object to his methods of advancement, we 
resemble our children, who would be learned, but would 
not go to school ; or,- when they go, would endure noth- 
ing there. We know bow to answer them : let us 
learn thus to answer ourselves. 

" Teach me," said a king once to a mathematician, 
<' that art of yours which I so much admire. I would 
fain be a geometrician, but cannot think of passing 
through the ordinary paths ' of the science." — "Your 
majesty must be told," replied he, " that there is no 
ROYAL way to geometry." Apply this to religion,, and 
you will find but one consecrated, beaten track to glory, 
in which the scholar knows by relieving, ascends by 
humiliation, and conquers by suffering. 

Let me next remind you, to study the temper 
OF your Mastrr. 
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If you would not fltunible in his palh, ' let this mind 
be in yoa which was also in Christ Jesus.' As bis 
death is the only atonement for our sins, and his Spirit 
the only life of our souls ; so his lowly mind, his meek 
and suffering spirit, is alone adapted to the heavenward 
path. Hear his words : — ^ If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. — Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me : for I am meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.' ^ Learn of me," as if he 
had said, '^ who when I * was reviled, reviled not again : 
when I suffered, I threatened not, but committed' my- 
self ' to him that judgeth righteously.' " 

Our enemies oppress and ve:^ us ; but, well would it 
be, if, while we took up the burthen, we could, tike 
Hantuihy leave them to bear all the guUt. Let others 
try to lower standards and alter measures in Christian- 
ity, in order to cover their defects : let us keep the great 
pattern ever in sight, however we may come short of it 
Hannah is an instructive way-mark to believing wo* 
men, under fiimily trials. The woman, who can thus 
meet injuries and reproaches, while '. she trusts in Gk)d 
at all times, and pours out her heart before him,' has 
already obtained the victory over her worst enemy — 
SELF ; and, like Hannah, shall soon see the rest 'silent 
in darkness, for by strength shall no man prevail.' 

Lastly, EXPECT oreat things, but expect them 

iN PROGRESS. 

* There is a time,' bsljb the wise man, 'to every pur- 
pose under heaven. — ^Light is sown for the righteous,' 
but appears not till its season. Think it not strange 
that the God of Order has appointed his best blessings 
to descend, when we are best prepared to receive them. 
In what a trying process did the &ithful Hannah meet 
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them ! aAd, let me ask, are we so purified by our fire 
that we should expect them immediately? 

We wait a little, and think it long. We limit * the 
Holy One of Israel,' in the prosecution of an eternal 
purpose ; and say,*' Let him hasten bis work that we 
may see it :' forgetting that we are here but ephemera, 
insects of a day ; while, with him, ' a thousand years 
are but as one day.' 

' But, blessed are all they who wait for him :' who, 
like Hannah, follow him in the progress, and depend 
upon him for the issue. ' Who is among you, that 
Walketh in darkness,' yet thus ' stayeth upon his God?' 
He will shortly enable you also to add, '< O my Lord, 
I am the man who have passed through many a dark 
night and thorny path ; a Bolitary weeping pilgrim. I 
am that woman who stood here praying : nature feint- 
ed, but underneath me were his everlasting arms : light 
was sowing for me while I sat in darkness, and arose 
in progress beyond my expectation. — ^I also am a wit- 
ness, ' that the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlast- 
ing, and his truth endureth from generation to gen- 
eration.' " 
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